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CHAP. VK. 

An Aifthefia* theatre.— The pky f pbyera, and 
poets. — Drcfc and accomplifluneats of the 
beau* and belle* of Aifthefia.— Mufical Enter- 
tainmehts. —Theatrical fuggeftert,--. Death of a 
poet. 

Xjenvolio and his friend were pun&ual 
to their engagement, and entered the 
theatre a few minutes before the drawing 
up of the curtain. Krites conduced 
the knight to (he middle of the boufe in 
front, 'and when they were feated afked 
his opinion of the coup d*miil. ** It is 
vol, in, » €€ elegant 









* THE KNIGHTS ERRANT. 

* c elegant, tafteful, and fpacious/' faid 
Benvolio, "but, I fear all this will be % 
deftroyed by defeft in the coup d'oreille. 
The principal end in the conftrudion 
of a fcb&re ffcould be the diftinft con- 
veyance of the dialogue from the ftage 
* c to every part of th«4*lwfe, and no colla* 
" teral beauty can atone for the failure 
of that. This fpacieu*. area menaces 
a deprivation of the fenfe of the piece 

* to<be '.fgrfafttied, of <hat nrhieh&te 
u fupfport the fhowy appearance.*'-*— 
4i Tou forget, 4 felgneur* , replied Kn- 
tes, " that you "are at Neuron, wtare 
" (how fupports the drama, not this the 

*'. fliow^ xwi^uently tlpje fifft cpwfider* 
c< ation in the canftxwaiott of ^n-Aifthe- 
" fian theatre 13 jnftly thotvjbkb h$?f4s 
*« room for Jj^adt*' 1 -^" I Ji&dejrfta^d 
*< you*" Jaid ^ettvolio, * this theatre Is 
u devoted to ^ antpmune ai>4 daftce/'— 
** Pasdon mc," replied &rfcw, «' the 

" »oft 
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" aoftregularpieces of the Noufaifthefiaii 
* c poets are frequently represented here.* 9 
— u To what purpofe?"— « Tliat the 
« Aifthefians may fey they have feea 

* them; die firit piece this evening is a 
u nrj celebrated one, written by 
« Ywato."—" Then," cried Benvoiio, 
** I beg we may move within healing : 

* yonder are fome vacant places near 

* the ftage. ,> — 4" Bat you will lofe much 
* f of the ffflendourof the after-piece."— - 
*' I readily confent to that,*' faid the 
knight, at die fame time accompanying 
htS'friend to die vacant feats. 

The curtain drew tip, and the play 
fctgan. The ftory of the piece was aft 
toferd&ifig one. A young man of rare 
endowments, without fortune but of a 
Jmighty fpirit, after faviftg from death 
the beautiful daughter <rf a rich noble* 
uiMIt 4i*d mftrfled -her againft the con* 
fern of fctr father, and they were both 

11 i tt 
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withftanding an evident deficiency of 
countenance and perfon, he feeraed to be 
the very character he perfonatcd: he 
loved, raged, footfacd, menaced, forgave, 
grieved, and fubmitted in the truth of 
nature. Benvolio obferved ! it to Krt»- 
tes. " That man," faid the biter, 
* c poflefles but indifferent talents, nor 
<( was he ever before trufted with a chief 
41 character. He » pofoively infjptred 
•• by the aftrefs, to the aftonifluncnt of 
4f all the critics : and the Aifthcfian ladies 
" who turned up their nofes at htm 
u lad feafon, now admire him beyond 
" every thing. The fluftuation of op*- 
" nion is not always fo reasonable. 
li Have you heard of the theatrical phe* 
u nemenen which has> appeared m the 
" remete p»f t« of Aifthcfi^y^^^ I halve 
" not/' faid BeWvdtk*. " Ayona$ boy 
IC unanimously prowotooced by every 
xi audieii(^beft>i^wft^m,hela&appeaj£dt 

" to 
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u to have the powers of charming in a 
" very fuperior degree* He has been 
** fo highly extolled in the country, that 
€€ the Neuronites have feat for him, 
" and the whole town are on tiptoe ex* 
" pe&aiion to fee him. He is to be 
* here to-morrow, and plays in the 
" courfc of a few days. Every feat in 
" the houft has been engaged for a long 
" time pad. Should you like to be pre* 
" fenr at his fit ft appearance ?"— »" Cer- 
« tatoly," faid the knight. « i have a 
" feat then at your fer vice," fasd Kri*. 
t*$, *• you wilt dine with me on the 
" appointed day, and we tntt ( cetntf 
** together.'* 

This engagement ww made at the 
eottctafion of the play, between which 
and the fobfequent piece Benvolto hadf 
time to look round fcad examine the 
houfe. The tout enfimbfe was briHtanr^ 
fetriftUng delayed m\toW tafte fo fw 

fi 4 as 
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cluutfily together for the purpofe of giv- 
ing forae fongs in the form of a drama, 
a (pedes of composition* if not peculiar 
fo Aifthefis, at lead the only ope at- 
tempted by the Aifthefians ; and they 
were more enamoured of it than of the 
bed dramatic works of their neigh- 
bours. 

The fcenery and decorations were 
fplendid beyond description, and viewed 
by the fpe&ators with extafies. If the 
applaufe beftowed on the play and inimi- 
table attrefs who Supported it was great * 
what expreflion can fpeak the degree of 
that conferred on the mufic and magni* 
ficence of the entertainment I " Yot* 
"fee the differfcace," faid Krites to 
Benvolioj " between judgment and 
paffion, between the heart and the 
fenfes. Sight and found the Aiftefians 
" are formed to talue, but the objedU 
" of the imagination and the tiperatioa* 

" o£ 
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« Thefe repftftrosi fort attufeily md 
<( ymver&tty^ whereaMbt pUwditt giv<a» 
" to the play wer^ ( cbMt the.£choet of a 
" ft*ggefter."-~ cc A fiiggefttf of 4m* 
" tfcn ! v . e«tia«h24 BettvoiiQy "They 
" whd t^vel jft unknpwp region*/' (aid 
Krites, " require to be led. To avoid 
* the Ibat&e. of erring, twa Jfoufaiftho* 
w fian poets are appointed fijggeft$rs to^ 
u the theatre, with feat* on different 
44 fides of tlft houfe $, - not that the 
" Aifth^fui^ ^dicaf e enutel^ ^Qir righ V 

44 foritbey not unfreq^ewly ^Pejftductd. 
** by fetoeteok or atjitude of an a&or 
44 to br^ak out erf thqir own accord. But 
44 it ©fta© happens tl»t the Aiggeftera 
44 difitrin opiaion, \then it is th rough* 
44 ]y ridiculous to Uear the ^udi<»ce ceafe 
< 4 from Clapping* to hifej till they* obftrte 
44 the difference betweea (he ftjggefterf*, 
JV «u*d it the& becomes th* fathbn to 

^ 6 ^ divide* 
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divide, ahd to chip and hife together.** 
±** And are thefe fugg*fters," afked 
Beto voltes " likewife the inftruments of 
*<?ank?" — « No,*' replied Krites* 
*« the Prince does hot think proper td 
V interfere with the theatre when he is 
** not prefent ; and when he is, th6 
<c fuggefters watch his motions, and pay 
** him the greateft deference/*—'* It \t 
r<< he th^n who has led theapplaufes of 
^^l^hJght ?"— " With refpeft to 
*' n the play/' replied Krites, <c both the 
& piece^afcd the a&refs have long been 
*<* favdltffces of the town from habit ; 
'* and as to the fecond piece, its merits 
c * being addreffed to the eye and the ear, 
** ~4hd Aifthefians are competent judges, 
•<* andtfcel themfetves independent of the 
54 fugg^lers. Nay, they have been 
" known in works of fancy and mind to 
c tc give way to an impulfe againft the 
iU direction of the fuggefters in which I 

5 ? think 
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" think thy would halve been fapported* 
" by a judicious critic. On thefe occa- 
" fions the fuggefters are extremely- cn- 
" raged, and fometime& avenge them- 
<f felves at the moment, by repeated «*- 
t€ clamations of Beafts ! Brutes ! which 
4€ the Aifthefians bear with coolne!*." 

The company having now nearly all left 
the theatre, Benvolio and his friend like- 
wife withdrew, continuing however td 
talk of theatres, aftors and authors. Ben- 
volio afked if the players were liberally 
fepported by thofe who feem to owe fo 
much of the enjoyment of their exiftence 
to them. " No profefiion or art is half 
" fo fumptuoufly rewarded at Neuron,'* 
replied- Krites. " As for the foreign 
" players, (and the principal ones all 
" come from Noufidfthefis) they make 
** their own terms, they know they rauft 
" be had. Indeed mod of them can 
46 afford to live, and do live in a fumptu- 

" ous 



« 



i* THE Jt*WWr» EftfcANT. 

* out mAn^gr, aswisr^a^itw} *& dw 
fociety of ihe ( highlit ranks of the 

€ * country. M -r-«< Tb$ authors of co^r^v' 
feid Benvolk>, " , are ftiil na^re highly 
"■ eftitaatedand rewarded ?' — " It isbi* 
** natural to.. Juppefe*" replied Krues,. 
c * that the iwe^or ftfo^Jd; be preferred 
" to the dHplayer of ^invention ; but 
^ that is not the cafe ioAifthafis. Tbs 
* c poet is not feen, or he.ard perfonajly, 
* f the afltor ftudiea to be feen and heard 
" to advantage ; the, poet pr^dufe* 
thoughts and pi&ures in foiitud^ ; bm 
it is the <&or> that giv^s tfjem efi$& 
cl and grace. The Aifthefians- muft 
•* have aftort* but they bav$ 90 a$ed of 
" poets eJMcept for their a&ais*. Thf 
w reward of an arutjfew, therefore. & of 
" feeopdary c^nfe^attEpi fr.wy fewt tjiat 
" if, he poffefs entertaining powers and 
«* wijl condefcend to pipe {it «t fejaft, he 

* wtU be ad«tot#L tfc^vgh AW*?*)* 

« Thig 
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" This they have in gcnetaltoo viucb 
m ptidc to j do 9 ictd are therefore, too 
cc often petfonally mgfetted w&ile their 
" work* are charming thoo&nds." 

As Krites fatd this, he lied BcnvoKo 
into a public place of refrefllmeat, whither 
it was the fafhkx* to refect after tfee 
play* Here they found various group* 
of company, all of whom were expreffing 
their rapture at the enter tainmertts of the 
ereoiog^ and extolling the poet Ywato* 

Krkca had juft ordered feme refreftt* 
ment~ whien a perfan/ in ragged clothe* 
entered tiie xooni and begged of Ben- 
▼olio to give him a ledo, a ftnaH Aiftbc* 
fiaa coin. The knight, furpwfcd, looked 
at Krkes^ who inftkmly drew oat & 
p/pa 9 a pbce of twenty timet the rain* 
of that which the ft ranger had afked^ 
and gave it to him with a look of folicx* 
Hide. The (banger went iinraediately 
to tire boazd oa which refrdhmentt weie 

difplayed, 
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drfplayed, and laying dawn the gopa took 
"up a fmall fimple cake. sc It is he,** 
laid Krites to Benvolto, €f it is — • ,f 
Before he could utter the name, the 
ftranger made a convulfive druggie, ind 
fell backward. Benvolio, whofe eyes 
had followed him from the moment his 
friend had faid, " it is he" and who was 
now at no great diftance from him, 
fprung forward, and caught him in his 
arms. The company crowded round 
him, the face of the ftranger was recog- 
nized, and there was a cry of, " It is 
** Ywato v k is Ywato.": He continued 
convulfed till he died upon the fpot. The 
perfon with whom he lodged, a poet 
Nbufaifthefian, lately fet up as a manufat- 
tore? at Neuron, was 4erit far* and 1 de» 
clared that he had long be£n without fiif*. 
ienance. His emaciated figure corrobo- 
rated the declaration, and < the poet with 
*rhofc numbers nations had been char«iedi, 

and 
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and whofe genius had that very night af- 
forded the general' entertainment to the 
city of Neuron, had been left to ftarve in 
an obfcure corner, and was absolutely 
choaked in his eagernefs to fwallow a 
morfel of food. 

It was no fooner known that Ywato 
was dead than that munificence which 
might have preferved his life and yielded 
Tiim a happy exiftence, broke forth in 
innumerable ftreams to honour his obfe- 
quies. HU corpfe was not allowed to be 
carried back to his naked room, but 
borne to the houfe of one of the grandee* 
*f Aifthefis. Benvolio was all amaze- 
ment: " How inconfiftent," cried hej 
u to have no feeling for him while he 
" had feeling himfelf, and power to ma- 
" nifeft a fenfe of generality, but to ia- 
€€ vi(h regard and diftin&ions upon him 
" the moment he becomes a lifelefs 
4€ clod."— " You are miftaken/' replied 

Krites j 
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Krttes ; " it m very coafiftent m Aifthefis, 
" where the regard and diftift&ions 
€# beftowed on, fttcb occafions are but 
* f the price for the gratification of a 
" fpecies of pride which the Aifthefians 
" conceive to be very honourable to 
" them* A* I fe*d before* thofe merits 
** which are perfenaj are ? fecoqaoieada* 
ff tiottt in Ufe, but; they e»fe wi^b Kfe 
^ and oftea? ;qmcfe foenet: whqrea^ 
Cf thofeof the genuine poe** which are 
" iodtependeafc of his frame* are. *?e* 
44 looked m Aifthefta while he fife** but 
" render hi* ; same immortal after hi* 
** death,, and the honour beftowed o* 
«* thte &ame ia coafidef ed aa reflefted,'* 
— « Then Ywato," faid BepvdK 
« witt have, a monument erefred te> his 



memory, 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Honour* paii to ib6 poefc—The Temple of the 
De*k— The difiexacc of tbefff of Pkwn— A 

thcatdCAl phC!W»iAOOr 

I* TO* the fe&ion to vifit the dead body 
filth* poet Ywato at the houfe of the 
gmadce where it lay prew)u« to in- 
fenfesf. RcotcJUo and Krkea went 
through the ceremony* k being under- 
&oq& that k wat a compliment expe&e4 
bom aH perfect! of, diftiadioa. They 
kkewifa folkwtd h to the f^ sf/Ar 
Dead,; whither Jt was conveyed with the 
gmateft fcneiai poop* and where a mag* 
sufiont rooaumem. was .flieitiy after 
4*eAetL to hie msmsfyt by the giaadse, at 
whofe bottfehbcorfifehad lain. 
BeiUQlio obfenocdi than ofcthe iiawtfnfe 

retinue 
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retinue that had followed the bier to the 
Temple, a very fmall number entered, 
and of thofe who did, he loft fight the 
moment the body was deposited. He 
and Krites, were left by theihfelves at 
one corner of the Temple. u The 
" Aifthefians, " faitf Krites, « hold 
41 death in abhorrence, and not the le& 
" that the term of life feems fixed at a 

€t ihorter period than in NoufaifthcftB/'— 
*' Fixed by nature?" a&ed BenvoKo. 
* c So they generally believe," repKad Kri* 
te8, " and indeed it may be allowed } 
*" for the modes of exiftence which fcorfc 
* c en life are now become thoroughly 
* € their nature. They have no future 
* € hope, and dread death, yet cannot re- 
* s fift thofe indulgences which accelerate 
* c it. They never enter this Temple but 
" with the greateft relu&ance, and fluid* 
*< dering at the gloomy appearance of the 
''interior* remain not an inftant longer 

" than 
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"; than & rfcquifbe for the office to be per- 
** formed/' — a To what purpofe ere£ 
M th/efe, monuments . with infcriptions," 
laid Benvolio, ". if they never vifif thefe 
" regions of thdr ; departed friend* and 
"relations V'-** It is," Replied Krites* 
" a ufelefs fpecies of immortality which 
'< they think it incqrabent upon ithem ; to 
* 6 beftow on thofe who have no other* 
"The magnificence of the ^empleat* 
Y tra&s the curiofity of ftrangers, and 
*' they are only perfons who look at thefe 
" memorials/'-— " There is foipetbjng 
" awfjul and grand in. this fceqe £' laid 
JJenvolJp. <c It would be truly fo/' re* 
pljed Krites, "if it were confined at 
" the repofifory of the records of de* 
" parted worth gone, to its reward* Let 
u us take a view of the monuments."—* 
" Hereis a mafter-pie(^/ , rfai4Benvolio» 
" It is very fincj," replied &rites, *■ I 
" am acquainted with the artift, who 

" lives 
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*« ttves at Phree*, the ^aphal of Noufa- 
" ifchefis," wfcene lie rarriw viery high. 
*' The defign i* grand and rtie exsfcutioti 
** worthy of the defiga : but <ai whom is 
« it beftoweii? — <c Itrfl^ld foem by the 
- V -inforiprion/? replied *Benvolio, «« oil 
«« <nrt that ric% raferft^ il^—j 1 * Read 
** Ac ne*t i infcriptton," faid Knees,' 
«* and tfie iiext to that, and procceed 
** - wifli a* many * As - you pleafe . ' ' The 
knight pterufed a gteat number: **Ih 
** ideed,* laid Tie fmilmg, ic the tenor of 
^4hein is ttuch J alike.* , ~ a It would 

* ^>arei ftmch trbuHc," fold Kritesi 
** if one general tnfcfiptioii ^ete en» 
^griti»^^^abfet,at A tIieentralace ti 
« the J Tetnpte; afcriblng irtMhatiwas-good 
u ^and ictaflyta tffe tenants 6i itt md- 
"nding acxottffofg^to the AiffhiefeitfbeKef; 

* that though fo good and lovely, they 

* weri^now anHiiated ior-ever.**—*' U 
** iibt the xwrttfeer 6£ tcm^^tL^varon^ 

laid 
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laid Beftvolio, " iocorififtefit with the 1 
€ * renunciation 6f futurity by the Aifthe- 
" fians?"— " By no means,** replied" 
Krites, M pleafure is the deity to 'which 
" thefe temples are ere&ed j it is the ob- 
4f jeS: of (heir adoration, and they have 
" nbt a wifh beyond the gratification of 
u the prefent hour/' , * 

' J&s Bentolio and Krites wfert about 
te go<out, the former turned to admire 
once nfrwe the magnififcen<*e off the fur* 
!<onadmg pile, and obferved to his friend 
the folemn ftiHnefs that reigned. « 6 Ho# 
^ very ^Efferent,*' -faid Krftes, " from 

* the temples at Pfrreen, tohicharfc dedfc 

* cated <o departed fphits. Convinced 

* that our friends, though gone before 

* us, are capable bfilodKtng badkand of 

* %cmg delighted 'with our remembrance 9 
" we regularly frecjuent the fpots in 

* *rhkh their iemalhis ire depofited, we 
" reettl paft ftenes #f iaftedion,'we com- 

** meau>rate 
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<s memorate the virtues we wkntiffed, 
" we chant praifes, and pray that we 
" may. be worthy of joining their fociety 
« beyond the limits of Dokimafia. The 
V buildings in general are not fo fupurb 
* c ,as this, but are upon a very different 
"plan: they are light and airy though 
<c folemn, nor do we conceive it necef- 
" fary to unite gloorp. with folemnity." 
Benvolio concurred in this opinion, paid 
a tribute to the Superiority of the Nou- 
feifthefian principle, and declared that he 
wa^ impatient to vifit Noufaifthefis. 

TJie-day after thp funeral of Ywato 
was th^ day on which the young a&or, 
mention^ by Krites, was t;o piake his 
firft appearance. The friends, according 
to jbpir^ engagement, (lined together and 

^■flftl^^Wly'^SV^f^ ^ theatre.' 
£s they approached it^ long lines of car- 

rijjg^ pr?.vepted their prpce^ding but 

very ftopy* and tfyey ^erefpre chofe to 

walk. 
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On foot they found the crowd To great, 
that it was with the utmoft difficulty they 
reached the door of the theatre, and 
thence they had to make their way 
through groups of (creaming and fainting 
Aiithefians — fome lamenting the diffi- 
culties and labour they had fruitlefsly 
encountered, others making the moi£ 
extravagant offer* for places. . [ ' . 

Arrived at their feats, Benvolio and 
Krites found mod of the. company al- 
ready aflembled, and others pouring in 
at every avenue. Never was expecta- 
tion exalted to fo high a pitch. Thole 
who bad feen the child, for fuch he was, 
in the remote parts of Aifthefis, feemed 
proud of the accidental priority of grati- 
fication, and (pent the time previous to 
the rifiqg of the curtain, in rapturous 
description* of the aftoni&ing excellence 
of the boy, and of various paflages in 
the well known plays, which he had 

ycL* m. c ' con- 
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Conceived in a different light from everf 
otl*era&6r. and executed in a ft vie for 

eyond them. The generality, who 
tvere yet to fee him, were wondering to 
tine another, whether he could poflibly 
deferve the fame he had gained; and 
many, particularly Noufaifthefians, for 
it was a principle of the Noufaifthefian 
to be on his' guard againft liis impulfesr, 
came, refolved not to be duped by the 
force of artful applaufes. A tinlverfal 
agitation pervaded the hoiife, and as the 
curtain rofe, it broke forth into a long 
preparatory greeting. 

The play proceeded a considerable time, 
leforc the court? of the aft ion brought 
the hero upon the Itage. No attention 
was paicl W the a&ors, fcarcely a word 
they uttered 'was heard. The audience 
continued converging on the sfrnimg 
jprodigy, J and the buz" 'of their voices 
4Dohfounied ' the 'articuhtion 5f ' thofe oh 



kht ftage: At leng fti he *ntered^tffe 
•Atfthfefrtuui, without ^waittog- {for * their 
'fuggefters, yielded to their imptrife $ thfe 
*Noufaifthefians to the beauty, gFa£e, and 
-riittire, that appeared in the'yoiinfc fcatt- 
•did&te. 'AH that can be' conceived '■**«• 
preffive of rapture^ 'was toa^r potit&l 
forth : clapping of ] the fiafttfs mz%- in- 
-adequate ttf the feelings 1 exerted -^it #is 
prefentty Ictff ftithe? thanks £f huzriaing, 
'and caps Werfc thViwtt v thtS> the air. It 
Vas a ^orifiderable ^tlme-btfo^e^ filence 
could be ^btainei^bucttfhen attention 
became fixed, the'tflefece wa^profoftna, 
>H rtget ly « Kftenm£ W 4 ttktcli-'^he • ! firft 
1 accents of r tft* lithe • hero. Ttte adriri- 
ration that; fbHowfed them was beyond 
- tf efcriptiort , and -appfedfe was isedonblied 
J at evefry T ifceech ! he ; uttered \ and 'at 1 die 
j end of : thfe play, the dfcp}>i%' afctt-hrfz- 
'zaing contihued till the bfegkihiflg^f the 

c a enter- 
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entertainment by thofe who remained $ 
for many, fully fatisfied with the high 
treat they had received, withdrew upon 
the dropping of the curtain ; and what 
was very extraordinary, they who re- 
mained biffed the entertainment, though 
an old one, off the ftage, 

Benvolio and Krites joined in the 
general admiration; the latter parti- 
cularly declared, that he had long given 
up all idea of ever feeing nature again 
upon die tUge, but that now it feemed 
likely to be reftored. " How comes 
€€ k>" laid Benvolio, « that this boy 
" has not been fecured for the capital 
€€ of Noufaifthefis, his own country ?" 
— .< c For this reafon," replied Krites. 
" that plays are but of fecondary con* 
44 fideration there, and players dp not 
" meet the lame encouragement as at 
** Neuron} there they are paid for 

" affording 
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" affording occafional amufement, here 
cc they are munificently engaged, and 
" treated as priefts and prieftcflet to the 
#i god of the country. 1 * 



1 
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CHAP. IX.'. 

Zelotypus and Agnei«. 

1 he merits of the little Noufaifthefian 
were now the theme of every circle in 
Neuron, from the palace to the fhopg of 
the artizans and mechanics. Never 
were admiration and applaufe more ge- 
neral. There was not a diffenting voice, 
thofe excepted which are always looked 

. for, and the negative of which ever en- 
hances the value of genuine praife : 
many of the players, and a few conceited 
big boys were his enemies. So decided, 
however, were his deferts, that all the 
rank and faibion of Neuron vied in 
lavifhing the mod flattering kindnefs on 
the little fellow. It was, who fhould 
have him. Benvolio met him frequently 

V:;:: » C in 
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yjitbe beft companies, among whpm he^ 
appeared to be idolized. He feafted 
with princes and grandees, and was con-; 
yeyed to the theatre in tngir, carriages. 
He played almoft every night, ana 
he never played without increafing his 
feme, 

. Benvoiio, who found in Neuron much 
to gratify his curiofity, and in Writes 
£. . pl$jiu\g companion and delightful 
guide, flowed himfelf to Ipe fo entangled 
fo ei^K^ents* t^at he yras under th^ 
peegffity of remaining longer tjian, he 
intended in the capital of Aifthefis,. 
But Neuron and all its pleafures would 
have had little power to c^elay the 
knight in his journey through Dokimafia* 
had he not become acquainted with 
Zelotypus and Agpeia. They Mrerc 
Noufaifthefians, efteemed the moft beau- 
tiful and accompliQied couple in Noun 
^ifthf^fis, and every happy cppflellation 

04 feenaed 
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feemed to (hed its fele&eft influence on' 
the hour of their nuptials. Yet had 
they not been married two years, when 
jhey found it heceffhry to fix their refi* 
dence in Aifthefis. Benvolio, ignorant 
of the nature of that necejjity % had felt 
himfelf attracted to Zelotypus by the 
good fenfe of his converfation and the 
fuavity of his manners. Similar caufes 
rendered the attachment reciprocal, and 
the knight fpent moll of his time at the 
boufe of his friend. At Neuron, he was 
of double value to Zelotypus, nor were 
his merits unacknowledged by the lovely 
Agneia. Harmony and confidence ap- 
peared to heighten the zed of their 
Tociety, and had Agneia not been a wife, 
it might have been doubted whether fhe 
Tiad not eclipfed the divine Felicia in 
the memory of the knight. Indeed it 
mud be confefled that he felt himfeff 
rather too much delighted with his 

fuuation, 



THE KNIGHTS ERRANT. $j 

fituation, than vat confiftcni with kit 
dcfign of not being impeded by any 
pleafure in his progrefc throogh Dbki* 
mafia; but it mud not be forgone** 
that his delights were of a nature . far 
fuperior to thofe of the country in which 
he was : they were iaiellc&ual and bene* 
volent, they were Ae delights of tke 
bead and of the heart, filch as were 
admitted to be a jail «xcufe for loi- 
tering at Fhr£en, the capital of Nouf- 



Benvolio had- been a considerable -time 

thus happy, without his ever having 

found himfejf a fingle moment alone with 

Agneia, whom he admired and efteemed. 

j Having no thoughts which he would not 

'equally ex prefs before her hufband, this 

had never ftruek him as. lingular* He 

law that Zelotypus was as attentive. as- a 

lover, but he alfo faw that Agneia* had 

loft no charm, in becoming a wife.. He 

- ; c 5 would 
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touM ibitttfo&JBokat he* a moment, 

\tMn* of IBtfqa^and ifigh. 

: Ohe' <*enmg^*$hiif looking, at Jlqr 

,»l^eiiincftlynhan ufual, hr^a^fo ab- 

. forbad aft contemplating in imagination 

<fctft«wK <)fci&c miftrcfv the lady Fdicia, 

that! Zciotypos tad kft the itoom /ante 

monteifl* £fcft>re~ he^pucefrdk (hat! >h# 

was a&ne with tbe\ objaSt at iwhoin Afc 

-was gazing. -** Whcre*^ cried be* »t- 

corering himself, ^' tvheceis my fripnd ?^ 

— " Loft, Benvolie," replied. Agheia, 

: with an ait of fasbiefsf 4< 1 am jrour 

,-*♦ friend as well as Zelotypus, and 1 am 

** loft; loft to my country, loft to my 

%€ hufband, and now loft to ydu."**- 

-•«*■ What can you' mean ?" exclaimed the 

aftonilhed knight. " Your virtue. ^»d 

M your prudence,' 1 replied lhe v " hate 

"hitherto fleered our friend drip dear 

" of the rock that endangered it; but 

'* this night yon have unwarily idafhcd 
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" fo9tefy,; Jftu h^ l^n jtcpt loijgej ; 'p 

c< this country than you intended; and 
t " »>* wUl po^po^ W*fo* ^>ur journey 

£V9 » f^r, if ^t a jba^icj^p^ 
h" °§f dear to j^y heart, but wher$ I 

" JPJffti ,*? ver ?8?W: J? e fe* B * When 

$jfflt to prpceetf, . the door Q^qe^, aigd 

. a donjeftic iofonned[ her fte wa« wanted* 

<c Say, 1 come," fbe a&fwered, th?a 

. cpntinued— <c When you are there, your 

, " ear* will be aflailf d wkh fad ftories of 

<c the unfortunate Ajp^ia, Give no 

" credit to them, Benvolio t think not, 

" tdfit your friendship hat been caft away 

C( upon a worthlefs woman, but pjty 

€< and defend me. I have not time to 

,« c fay mpre— fweweK for eve* I" A 

Uar that had rifen to ber eye, droppfd 

,,. , €6 ncffly 
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neflly befeeching an explanation, would 
have detained h&r. ' Sheftiook her head, 
" repeated her farewell; aiid left the 
Tooth* 

Amazed and confounded at %ft event 

To unexpected, fd fudden, BenvoHg 'was 

at a loft virhfct to conjefture. He bad 

never negleded confulting his fyneideefH* 

, and being now alone and agitated, tie 

applied to it. In the praxete* as tifnal, 

the fucceffive occurrences of bis life alb- 

1 peartd reflected at gradual diftaatfcs, and 

'tot fibnt had he caufe to blufh. TRe 

' parainetes prefented no objeft ; to alarm 

hini. He temainfed buried in tKotigfit, 

contemplating in his imagination the 

tear that had fallen from the eye of 

* ••'.••* -< . ... • ■ , 

l Agneia, and her inexplicable " farewell 

'•forever.''' '- '' ' ' " . 

Hte was not, hbwever, long left to him- 
- felf ; A^ntfa Was but 4 a fcvf itiinutts 

* goxfe, when Zcloiy pus *eturMl l to iitc 



room. 
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room. There was little change in hfs 
appearance, a flight degree of fadnefs 
difcoverable on his countenance was alt. 
Benvolio flew to hfm r and with all the 
candour . of an ingenuous mind, re- 
quefted to know why he had left the 
room Co abruptly, and why Agneia had 
been fent for. 

cc Benvofio," faid Zelotyptis, " I am 

* a Noiifeifthefian, and cannot defcend 

.ft- 

€ to falfehood ;' and to evade an expfa- 

* nation, would be as injurious to your 
f character as unworthy of mine. It 
4 is a tale of forrow, fhame, and mof- 

* tification ; but you alk for it, and ;you 
fhall hear it. fn my couhtty, tKe 

* fidelity of a wife is ^>rie of the great 
c Jburces of its happinefe; and (he who 
' difturbs it is accounted unfit to breathe 
« the air of Noufaifthefis. The Qaeen 
4 % eve* watchful to prtferve female 

m I*unty> and to remove whatever may 

«« tend 



cc 
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^ tgad to contaminate it. Fpm. $ijs, 

<c and frpm the fupptior mental endow- 

** inentsofniy countrywomen, infidelity 

, V is rarely, very rarely, heard of ip 

.*' that lan4 of good fenfe apd virtue: 

.5* but it dpes .fon^etim^s occuf, and then 

; <c it is the province of the Queen tp 

publifh an edift, partly monitory^ and 

partly declaratory of the puniflii&ent 

•? to be injBj£^e<ji on the pprfon who ha* 

W difgraced herfelk The latter coxitis 

f c jn an alternative of bapifhment or 

f c death. . To you whp have never been 

"in Nouf^ifthefis, it will be a curious 

" pap^r— I have one iji my pocket, and 

you ihall $e^d k" , " H^en for* 

bid," cried Benvolip, wi^h /emotion,. 

that you fhould mean to apply your 

t u difqourfc to Agnp!a/ , ~" Have pa- 

p " tience : whatevjer you hear is now 

« required J>y ardour, fwndlhjp, and 

his. 



«< 
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hi* passbook a paper, which Jtf pre- 

M Seeing ythat the cuftoms of Npuf- 
" aHUiefis, vith the e&tite cofceunfence 
c< and approbation of my royal cotffoff, 
V iiave repofed 16? me ilbe guardiariflrip 
Mr of female manners *nd viftae^ and do 
" enable me and require of me to take 
"iproptf Asps for removing .fitch fe- 
" males as disgrace the. nature. of Nonf- 
" aifthefians, I, Alethea, queen confort 
" pf NoufaiRhefis, publi(h this edift. 
<c Soundnefs of intelleft, mildnefs of 
" difpofitfon, and chaftity of pcrfon, 
" are the charafieriftic qualities of ray 
. " cotfnttyi»oriieni;. The firft of thefe 
" may be impaired by misfortune, die 
u two others can never be loft but by a 
u baleful! .corruption of our nature, 
« which has beftowed upoa our fouls fo 
" great a Xtytnprity over our bodies. 

« Th« 
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" The woman who becomes an addU 

cc trefs, or, being fmgle, (6 for forgets 

" her duty as to fwcrve from our laws if 

€l purity, does not dfcferve to breathe 

" the air of Noufaifthefis : now as 

," Agneta, the wife of Zelotypus, his 

^ been declared by Geronto, the foil of 

> * Rapiro*, to be guilty of the merit 

" ihatneful crime of adultery, the proofs 

€i of which have been given by him hi 

u due foTm, without being denied by 

any knight as the champion of the 

arraigned, . I do decree that Agneia, 

u the wife of Zelotypiis, is unworthy of 

w thq name of wife, unworthy of her 

"- fex, unworthy of breathing the air of 

" UoufaUHfefis^ V andr that if flie be 

: " found within the donnnions of ; obr 

:•** royal cohftrf t> after the ictm of fevfen 

,"• days, fee fcall be deprived of the Kfe 

" fhe has fex fhahxefully dHgtaced : and 

" bcitsdone;acco{<fiit$7^*. ; : ; ' 

«•"* BenvoHo'* 



it 
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Benvolio's furprife as he read wai 
unfpeakable, and as he concluded the 
decree, he boldly proriounced it founded 
on a falfe accufation. u It was made 
" but too evident/* faid the unhappy 
hufband ; u and my mind refpe&ing 
" Agneia is fulljr fettled. She hat 
" charms fo captivating, that, convinced 
" as I am of her frailty, I cannot refign 
" her. By the laws of my country, a 
" woman leaving Noufaifthefis in confe- 
€< quence of fuch an edi&, is Confidered 
" as completely divorced from her huf- 
" band, who is at liberty to take another 
u wife, if he fuffers her to depart with- 
" out him ; but if he accompanies her 
** in her flight, he lofes that privilege 
" ever after. Agneia added falfehood 
" to infidelity ; (he fwore (he was true 
" to her vows — flic fwears it ftill. She 
" received^ the edi& with the utmoft 
( f calmnefs and indifference : c my feme 

" is 
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«' is tainted/ &id fhe, c but my virtue 

" i& uninjured ; I fhall meet death with 

<c pleafure; I (ball be found in th$ 

" capital of Noufaifthefis after level} 

" days are pad/ In fpite of convi&jpn* 

< c I was half p^rfu^jded of her innocence} 

*? to prevail ypon her to, Uye, I afiured 

" ktix th$t fee was as dear tq me as ever* 

'* a#d (jq proy$ it, c&cl^red my refolution 

^ c to accompany he* ip heif flight, if fhe 

<«' would confent; 19 liv? t Qh* 1 \yith 

# wJ&Jt ardour, a?4 Iww Ip&g did I 

£Vfue in vain fo* that confent 1 Nor 

J * was. i|- till I fyad fworii to, die, with her,, 

.V tfcajt jQ|e li&cned tp my entreaties. J 

f* forced he* %way frpiq Phrcen before 

•** the terwiljmjjecj had elapfed, and we 

*' were fufijefced to pafs unmplefted 

**■ through thfe reft of the country. Here 

€€ fhe is fafe, for the Ai(lhefia^i? ^re fo 

* c deficient of mind, th^t th$re is no fear 

■if. of her being Attra&ed by any of them. 

: ^ . «« Her 



€€ Her vifiTi$ r her loofcs, h«* any imrae- 

* diqtely qpj^fquf^L t\iofc who due to 
u di&QY^ *? ^ippntiaus hope. I bad 
f^.beep liollej^^y this behaviour, if not 
" WP an pbliyioi|L pf the p*ft, into a 
<c reliant oil th^ prefent^-but, alas ! no 

* foft*WT: d»w ftjCppgcniality of mind 
'ft 4&aw«hitfejf, tfca& flic is qi dange* " 
rrf-fPA ^ofypqs then ignprant," &4 
jRflpvoljip, i 1 «. p{ the yom of a knighjt ?"-?r 

* t % ^.ft^o^" x;epiie4 Zpl* 
JfopW, c !-thM f 4^or*wabie in^ioa 
»' i^i^n#afed irfftf ia|q yp^j; Uofymj 
/' by&ywr toofe tjhjjs evening *jaf too 
ft leflg »d, «>o anje&t not to ^ u#<Jerr 

* &<*>$; I k*<w Agneia to; t?& w^ak, 
« and if tj^rQ,U a p\ng keener, than 
<« another* if i* that : pf doubting T ^fir 

f " i^Upationi $&upf furprifedL at thU 
" conieflfioi) ; ^andpuf $ eiieruial to. a 

* N^^iflhefiankai^thouj^lmayhavc 

;. • " men, 
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u men, for accompanying a wife who 
" had difgraced fcerfelf, yet am I ftitl 
<c a Noufaifthefian. My fincerity will 
u fave me many pangs, tad wiH forward 
" your original defigh of flattening 
" through Aifthefis. Farewell." 

As he faid this, he put out his hand in 
token of friendfhip at the moment 6f 
parting. Benvofio grafped, and held it. 
* c Unhappy man I" faid he, u it is you 
*' who are unworthy of living in Nou« 
4t faifthefis, and not Agneia. Illicit 
u love is not the only paffion difgraceful 
to the foul ; it is indeed ignoble, but 
the paffion that poflefles you is aft 
" infernal one. It is not Agneia that is 
" impure, but Zelotypus that is jealous. 
" Inftead of defending your virtuous 
€t wife " ° Had (he been virtuous, 
" this arm, this heart, would have done 
" her juftice," exclaimed Zelotypus> 
interrupting Benvdlio j " but a Nouf. 

44 aifthefian 
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** ai&hefiaa cannot defend what he 
" knows to be wrong. I was not pat 
" five on flight grounds: I bad full 
" conv&ion of her infidelity. I was 
"placed by the friend, who afterward* 
*< hecame her accufer, in a fituatkui 
46 whence I beheld her dishonourer 
u leave her chamber at the dawn of 
€C day." — <c Some deception praQifcd 
C€ on your temper/' (aid Benvolio. 
46 Geronto is an honourable man,* 
replied Zelotypusj c< oh 1 the fott was 
4 * but too clean But I adored her, 
44 forgave her, facrificed myfelf to her, 
« € and will not be robbed of her/' 
Saying which, he drew his hand fudgLenly 
from Benvolio's grafp, ^nd repeating his 
farewell with a melancholy air, ^(bad 
from the room. The katfgfet jn fynvw 
turned up&feyes to Heavw, **J left 
a houfe fro» which, after PPjoyii^ in it 

fo 
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ft Hifacft ritfoaafc pteaftft*, He nbw ; tfeft 
ftiftKIf-fiiatfeiily att*artji«tty Excluded; 
R<k^n£d to'fefe Mafpartmefits, Beavbltb 
trigdifeted -:bii : thfc jteffions of men, and 
tegrfetted *hat «veh iht v beft natures welt 
tfoftle tb th^inioaidsPbf fdftife of the moft 
malignant. He vtes more willing tb 
tmildfots offiAioh of Agneia on the judg- 
ements tie f had . formed in his -intercourfe 
•arid obfervaftiohs, than upbn the fcvidencfe 
of a jeaJcttrs-maft's eyes. • However )fa?r 
<and j beaiiferfuJ:, however animated 'and 
vtfbm bh the tfubje&s of difcourfe, nev^r 
-hud H loofe glance fullied the tye y nfe v£r 
had & doubrfef aflufion dffgrac^d the^lips 
*f Agfteia. f fefcnvbKo behead in heir the 
'counterpart bf the chfcflEe atfd adbrable 
i¥(8kh 9 'itid lamented that it Was too late 
W«fffer*%itfife!faste^ r 

- ^ifcftft- ttttffi^g ; a cofefidefabte J t?me, f he 
%« IHfMttg^o' wire ; ffb^l^d r Wheix 
c : 6 a ftjan* 
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* Granger rfibffled in a cloak, reqoefted 
admittance. The hour Was late, the 
difguife fufpicious— Benvolio i oft rafted 
hts ferrant to defire the ftranger would 
call in the morning. The fervant re*, 
turned with a meffage, that the ftrangerf s 
communication could not be deferredu 
The knight, whofe foul never ; knew 
fear, placing his fword within reach, 
ordered the perfon to be admitted. The 
figure that entered was To enveloped in 

* loofe outer garment, that, for aught 
BehVolio could diftinguifh, it might be 
one of the monfters of Dokimafia. The 
'ifeWint who opened the door, ftdod at 
ttj Wif ru(|>e£lirig fome danger, and 
unwilling to retire. The figure ad- 
vanced without uttering a(fy liable. "Sto^> 
" ^here yciu are,!' feid BenVolio, "and 
« let me 'know your * feufinefc. The 
ftranger wks ftill filent, W nodded 
towards the door, dn which the kmight 

com- 
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commanded his fervant to withdraw, 
and (hut it. " Secure it/' faid a female 
voice in a whifper. Benvolio, more 
alarmed than he would have been at the 
fight of another fuch monfter as that 
from which he had refcued Philochre- 
matos, advanced to the lady, and taking 
her by the arm, was going to condud 
her to the door, when the cloak dropped 
to the floor, and difcovered the lovely 
wife of Zelotypus. 

Trembling, tottering, (he feized the 
arm of the aftoniflied Benvolio, to pre- 
vent her falling, and faintly uttered, " I 
" befeech you J" More and more 
amazed, he led her to a feat. " I in- 
" treat you,' 9 faid (he, in a low voice, 
to let it be your firft care to prevent 
all rifle of my being feen here/ 9 Ben* 
volio 'looked irrefolutely in her face. 
It was tavedy . indeed, but its lpvelinefs 
bore a (lamp of dignity which com* 

manded 
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manded refpeft. He left tier feated, an4 - 
went out to give orders that none fhotild > 
approach the apartment. When he re- 
turned, he found her compofed, her 
tremour had left her, flie rofe with in* 
efable grade to meet him, took him by 
the hand, and led him to a feat by that 
on which he had placed her. 

The knight had not forgotten, nor neg- 
lected the ufe of his fyneideefis. Not- 
withftanding the hiftory delivered by 
Zelotypus, he had no apprehenfion of 
any danger from Agneia; yet her ar- 
rival at his apartments difguifed was 
extraordinary, and that he might not 
flight the gift and advice of the bene-* 
volent genius, he excufed himfelf for a 
moment, and withdrawing to another 
chamber, looked at the parainetes of 
his fyneideefis. The fir ft object that 
prefented itfelf was Agneia. Heavens ! 
what a look! the beauty of her counts- 
- vol. 'in, 9 nance 
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nance became irradiated, a celeftial glow 
of innocence fuffufed her cheeks; ihe 
pointed to the ikies, and vaniflied. He 
returned his fyneideefis to his bofom, and 
flew to the injured Agneia. 

" Benvolio," faid the lovely wife of 
ZelotypuSj u ftrange as this vifit muft 
4C appear to you, and [repugnant as it is 
" to my own fentiments, I am perfuaded 
4i that it is a wife ftep ; that I fhall not 
** lofe your efteem, and that I fhall 
u reftore my hufband to his country 
" and to happinefs — and fhall form then 
" withhold me ? No, I come boldly : 
" look at me, my friend : is it the bold- 
" nefs of infamy that my countenance 
" difplays, or that which arifes from the 
" confcioufnefs of innocence? Ben- 
* c voiio, I fwear I am innocent of the 
" crime of which I have been declared 
t€ guilty. Zelotypiis has communicated 
" to you ihe fentence agaihft me in 

. " Nou- 
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*' Noufaifthefis, and his own convi&ion. 
€t The former I dp not merit— the latter 
" I in fome degree deferve, fince I eon- 
a fented to live. That confent, how- 
<c ever, he wrung from me, aflifled by 
<c the affe&ion I bear him. Zelotypus 
f< h the beft of men— intelligent, gene- 
" rous, amiable; he has but one fault, 
" and I am the caufe of it : jealoufy is 
the bane of his peace. Diftruft of a 
woman's virtue is fo mortifying, fo 
odious, that it might juflify contempt, 
" and even hatred, in her mind. But a 
" Noufaifthefian is accuftomed to make 
" a diftinftion between inherent vice, 
" which fprings from the heart, and 
<c . failings which are the effe&s of reafon 
" deceived. Jealoufy was fown in the 
" heart of Zelotypus by no common 
" hand, and matured there by no com- 
cc mon means. 

d t " Our 
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ci Our attachment may be dated from 
" our infancy: we were educated near 
"each other. When the time arrived 
<c for him to vifit the different parte of 
€t t)okimafia, the pain we felt at parting, 

t€ convinced us that our hearts deftined 

■ ■ • ♦. 

cl us for each other. ANoufaifthefian,' 
u at that period of life, Is not allowed to* 
c * enter into engagements of marriage; 4 
€ * but as far as the expreffion of the foul 
'* on the countenance could be a pledge 
€€ of love, the engagement was mutually" 
4< jnade. In his abfence, Geronto, my 
" falfe accufer, folicited my hand— I' 
4i denied it. He ufed evfcry meajis in 
4i his power to alter my refolution, but* 
" in vain, for Zelotypus had entire pof^ 
" feffioh of my heart. When he found ; 
c< that my refolution was not to be 
* c (haken, his love changed to inveteritd* 
" hatred j 'twas unlike a Noufaifthefian,* 
' 7 & • " but 
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" but there are fome fach : he defifted 

c< from his folicltatioii with a brow 

««» clouded by the? mod tremendous 

xr - anger, and with thefe words, youjhail 

'** repent \ you Jhall fiiffer^ emphatically 

** and malignantly fpoken. I have not 

€t repented, Bertvolio, for I prefer my 

'*« prefent fortunes with my hufband, to 

r " : the unbroken fame I might have prfc. 

su ferved as the wife of Geronto: but 

•*' his other denouncement has been ful- 

" filled— Ye$, I have fuffered, Ifcave* 

> c knows how I have fuffered ! It is not 

" enough to be innocent : oh ! the re- 

M putation of innocertcQ is dear, infinitely 

* dear, » td my foul. But to my 

« ftory- 

w In a fliort time Geronto appeared 
'" to have recovered his eafe, he was rto 

longer the fport of a hopelefs paffion ; 
E he feemed even to have forgotten his 
" refentment, and more than once, in 

d 3 M con- 
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<c converfation with me, bantered him- 
" felf on his folly. He foon after left 
" Noufaifthefis. Delivered from hit 
" perfections, my happieft hours were 
" now fpent in thinking of Zelotypus, 
" and in unwearied exertions to render 
" myfelf worthy of him. 

* After an abfence of two years, he 
" returned to Phreen, and foon, with 
the approbation of all our friends, on 
both fides, declared h|mfelf my lover. 
<€ la the courfe of the year we were 
4C married ; how happily 'rolled on that, 
<c and the fucceeding one ! At the end 
" of that time, Geronto returned to 
a Phreen. He had met Zelotypus 
" abroad, and had cultivated an inti- 
macy with him, without knowing that 
we were the obje&s of each other's 
w choice. He renewed his intimacy, 
" and appeared to have loft all recol- 
* 4 le&ion of having ever addreffed me 

" a& 
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u as a lover* Confummate hypo- 
€< cruel 

" Among the friends of Zelotypus, 
" there was a youth whofe name was 
€€ Chetbin, a mild, gentle, inoffenfive 
<c creature; one of thofe characters, that, 
" without making a ftrong impreffion 
• c upon any heart, awakens a general 
" fondnefs. My hulband loved him, 
" and bade me love him— and fo I did 
€€ mod innocently. This poor boy Ge- 
" ronto pitched upon for the inftrument 
of his vengeance. I foon obferved in 
the eyes of Zelotypus, the effcds of 
the poifon which had been infufed 
into his foul, but without fufpeding 
" the nature of the caufe. I caught his 
" looks wandering from me to Cherbin, 
" and from Cherbin to me: I blufhed 
without knowing why. Time, in- 
creafing the malady, betrayed the 
" nature of it. I avoided Cherbin. for- 

d 4 <c getting 
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" getting that to do fo,. was fhowrag a 

" confcioufnefs of fome kind. It added 

, u fuel to the flame ; particularly as it 

" fametimes happened, in fpite of my 

cc caution, that he was with me alone 

when Zelotypus came in. At length 

my feelings would allow me to be 

filent no longer.*— I threw mjifelf into 

my hulband's bofom, I kiflcd. Ms 

" hands, I bathed his cheeks, with- my 

" tears ; I befought him to baniJh from 

" his bofom paffioji$ that were- unworthy 

" of it. He difclaimed any fuch paf- 

u (ion, and was hurt that I fhould enter- 

" tain a fufpicion of the 1 kind. Still he 

;" preffed me to his heart, and we re- 

* * c newed our vows of love and con- 

. " ftancy. j 

" We were flLLl repeating the effu- 
" fions of our affe&ion, when Zeloty pus 
ic received an order from court, which 
" required his immediate" atyence» 

" While 






.^TttE ICNIGrfTS ERRANT. % 

~ t€ While he was away, that I migfit 

" avoid Cherbin without appearing fin- 

■* fc guiar, I refolved to refufe myfelf to 

** all company. I faw none but my 

- w neareft relations. Guefs then my 

-*' aftonifhment and indignation, when, 

c ^ ten days previous to the expedted 

"return of my husband, an officer from 

** the Queen demanded to fee me, and 

prfefented 1 her Majefty's fignature to 

one of the fouled charges that can 

V be exhibited againft a woman. Not 

" even innocence could enable me to 

" endure with refigtiation the horror of 

fuch ia charge. It appeared by the 

teflour of the writing, that .Geronto 

cc was my accufer, and poor Cherbin 

" n*y accomplice. Accufations of this 

* 

c< kind- feldom occur 5n Noufaiflrhefis, 
" not billy becaufe my countrywomen 
t* art virtuous* but becaufe the fupport 
** of them k dangerous, when the proof 
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?' from the htmfe. Qh! that dreadful 
*' day ! Spare . me the mortification, 
<*' BenvoUo, of a cinciunft^ntial recital: 
" fufficeot to fay, that my huibagd had 
4€ enrolled his evidence agaiaft me; that 
** he had been interrogated by the 
-" (Queen's examiner, and, bad, declared, 
M that, in company with my accufer, he 
*' had feen Cherbin. leave my. 'chamber 
u at the dawn of day ; that he believed 
4f me fakhkfs, and that. Geronto was 
« actuated by friendflwp towards him, 
€< and love of the puce: laws of the 
^country. My heart funk, while a 
^murmur of difapprobati^i rau tbrqugh- 

** out the court, but whether U *m& the 
*<* voice of condemnation or of do.tabfc, 
" was not clear; nor had It ceafed, 
** when a trumpet founded, which at 
" that moment was the fi gnal th#t -a 
«• feaigfrc defired to aflr a qusftioo, An 
••awful filence iaflaiuly took place, 

\ «* when 
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■? c when a coble youth rofe, and bowing 
cc to the Queen, called upon her Ma- 
*«* jefty V efcaminer to repeat himfetf the 
u teftimony he bad taken. This he did 
.?* jufl: as it had been read. The knight 
ic thgn bowed again to the Queen, and 
4C f&jd,that as a Nou&ifthefian, he was 
" bound to abandon the intention he 
" bad formed. He retired, a&d at the 
** fesae time, five mor£ diftinguiflied 
" ypHths left the court* 

" Cherbin^ for the fake of form, was 
" fummpned to appear, and as he could 
": not b4 found after the mottling men- 
€C tiouued in the charge, he was declared 
c * to have fled his country, in dread of 
.*' merited punitbrosnt fof :the guiit 
* whkh:b* had cbnfelftd ift confidence 
** to GefontOi My fentenee , followed^ 
<c a black mantle toaa thrown over me, 
" and 1 Was hurried home in a vehicle, 
" on whick I funk fe»fele& When >I 
> " reco- 
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" recovered my fenfcs, I found myfetf in 
44 the arms of Zelotypus* 

c< I came to myfelf by degrees, and 
4< it was fome time before the full re* 
c< colledion of my miferable ftate re- 
44 turned to my mind. It was in vain 
44 to upbraid Zelotypus, who now ac- 
44 knowledged himfelf to be fully con- 
44 vinced of what he called his misfor- 
" tune ; and I therefore determined, as 
4< my laft refuge, to embrace the alter- 
4C native of death given in my fentence, 
" by remaining at Phreen beyond the 
44 time limited. This refolution re- 
44 mained unftiaken, till I found Zelo- 
44 typus determined to fhare death with 
44 me. Injured as I was, when I began 
" to refleft, I could not but be con- 
44 vinced, that fome powerful delufion 
44 had betrayed my huiband's fenfes, and 
44 that his a&ions, except the furvival of 
" his love, were afterwards founded 

4C upoa 
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€c upon principle. I forgave him, and 



€€ 



hoping that one day, through the 
" means of Cherbin or fome providen- 
** tial event, my innocence might be 
«« proved, I confented to live, and to 
" accompany him to Neuron* Here, 
" as you know, we have lived fome 
" time in perfect harmony and affe&ion ; 
" but jealoufy has taken fuch fad hold 
" of his heart, that he cannot enjoy that 
" peace which ought to be the reward of 
^ his virtues. The futile race that in- 
" habit Aifthefis give him no pain, nor 
€i does he objed to the fociety of thofe 
€i foreigners who occasionally refide 
" here, while they fhow no uncommon 
iC attention to his wife, but feveral have 
" been jdifmiffed on account of fome 
u unufual compliment or look,, which he 
€s has ingenuoufly owned to me at tht 
€< time, betrayed, in his opinion, a rifing 
" inclination, which it was better to 

<c fmother 
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*' fmqther , in th$ beginning. Sudfe, 
" Benvolio, is now your cafe. Yotrr 
" words and looks have long been AU 
( * refted undiftinguiflungly to both huf- 
,'f bai*d and wife, till the reverie that 
** overtook you, and in which yotlr 
<c looks, though to me they appeared, 
what they were, the effeft of a tempo- 
rary abfence of mind, conveyed tb 
<c him the convi&ion of a dangerous 
c< tendernefs. 

. c « I have now, my friend, as briefly as 

« I Could, made you acquainted with 

•* the chief circumftances of my ftor^. 

** It was a neceflkry preface to the fuB- 

'* jo& of ray vHit."— •>" It is a painfiil 

<c ftory, lady," feid Benvoiio ; " would 

l" Ii had been at Phreen at the momerit 

■M of th$ charge being proclaimed V*-±* 

>* Nay>yDu fhali not wrong my court- 

tj^unpo," cried- Agneisb u nor yortt 

H friend Zelotypus. L-hatt not wanted 

J u a cham* 
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a champion, had they not believed 
me guilty. But you may be my 
chanjpion yet, and that on the bed of 
grounds. I have within two days 
unexpectedly di (covered a means of 
tracing poor Cherbin." — " It would 
be fortunate indeed," exclaimed Ben- 
volio, " to find htm ; but found or not, 
I fwear, lady, if it be not now too late, 
1 will immediately proceed tp Phreea, 
accufe 6eroi>to of being a^falfe knight, 
and challenge him to repel my charge 
by a formal combat. "-•»" A challenge 
is now too late," faid Agneia, ct un- 
lefs grounded on fome (hiking tefla- 
many of falf^hood. Were Cherbin 
discovered by jny means, and con- 
fronted with Geronto by a knight 
determined to fuppoit his teftimony, 
the villain might yet.be foiled, and 
circuinftances might appear to efta- 
blifh truth. —" Tell me," cried the 

knight, 
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knight, eagerly, <f where I (hall feefc 
u young Cherbin, and I will inftantly 
u fet out to find him."— " Bleffed be 
€t the hour that brought you to Neu- 
" ron V 9 exclaimed the enraptured Ag- 
neia ; " a new hope fprings in my fouL 
<€ Oh ! Benvolio, I know the full value 
<c of your undertaking my caufe; and 
* c were your fame and prowefs lefs than 
" they are, I fliould fcruple to allow 
" your appearing in it : but expert and 
€c powerful in arms as Gerbnto is, a 
" vidtory to you is certain ."— " The 
* c more powerful he," replied the knight, 
u the prouder fhall I be of that vi&ory/* 
— " My gratitude far exceeds expref- 
* c Hon," faid Agneia. 

She then took from her finger a ring, 
and (howing it to Benvolio, continued 
thus : u This ring was the gift of Zelo- 
44 typus to Cherbin, before his mind 
* was poifoned by Geronto* The day 

€€ before 
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before yefterday, while Zelotypus arid 
I were at a jeweller's, I obferved the 
ring among many others. Left it 
€C fhould awaken painful reflexions in 
" the mind of my hufband, I drew t$$ 
€C attention to other objefts, and we foon 
u after went away. We had not gone 
ic far, when, meeting a perfon whom 
" Zelotypus wifhed to accompany on 
" fome affair, he left me to proceed home 
€< by myfelf. I feized the opportunity 
" of returning to the jeweller's, and, 
" having purchafed the ring, made en- 
" quiries refpefting it, by which I 
" learned that he had bought it of an 
" Aifthefian, who had found it as he 
" travelled near Narifton, a fmall town 
** of Noufaifthefis, at a very great dif- 
tance from Phreen, but within a day's 
journey of Neuron, and not much out 
of the direct road to the capital of 
" Noufaifthefis. I alked for the perfon 

44 of 
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cc of whom the ring was bought, but he 

• c< was unknown. Whether it yiQie 

really found or ftolen, hope afijuws 

me, that in placing it in your hands, it 

will leadi to the difcovery, of its maf- 

ter," Sq faying* fcei fprefented it to 

Benvolk), who, putting it on his finger, 

declared to Agjieia, that it fhould never 

he Separated ftom; him, until he had 

. found the owj&T; pf'iU pt van^uiflied 

the; perfidious ."G<2r$nto. ; Witlv : the 

.warmeft proteftations of gratitude,: Ag- 

neia now took leave, of the knight, and, 

refunding her , difguHe, wps fortunate 

. enough to return home undifcoveired, 

before Z^lotypus's ufual hour of going -to 

bed* Shehad run a.Yerygreatriik, but 

~ the objeft in view was of the greateft 

moment to her. Befides, lhe depended 

: upon Zelotypus waiting her fummons 

before he came to her chamber. 

Benyolio, charmed with the character 

of 
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of Agneia, and proud already of the 
adventure that awaited him, gave orders 
to his fervant, to make preparation in the 
morning for his ,(fcparttif e from Neuron. 
Before he retired to reft, he again exa- .„ 
mined his fyneideefis ; the fide parainetes 
prefeoted only the unfpotted micron; 
in the fide praxeis he beheld a pleating 
fucceffion of images ; the recent fcene . 
with Agneia Teemed darting from the? 
frame, encompaffed with a radiance which > 
rfcfle&ed a fplendid light upon the mir- 
ror. A delightful glow pervaded his 
bofom* as he returned his fyneideefis to 
ir, aud retired to bed* 



i i 
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CHAP. X. 

The knight's progrefs— - his fruitlefs fearch at 
Narifton — his journey to Phreen— the furious 
combat he fought there, and the iflue of it. 

In the morning, while his fervant was 
arranging things for their journey, Ben- 
yoIio went to take leave of Philochre- 
inatos and Krites* To the Iatros he 
deputed the office of apologizing to the 
Prince, and thofe from whom he had 
received civilities, for his abrupt depar- 
ture, which was the refult of a duty 
unexpe&edly impofed upon him by the 
laws of knighthood* With his friend 
Krites, he paffed an hour, and took fome 
refrefliment. 

" You have been longer at Neuron 

* than you at firft intended," faid 

ii - Krites, 
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Krkes, failing j " but a knowledge of 
* c the laws of chivalry no doubt tran- 
quillized the mind of Zelotypus ref- 
pe&ing your friendfliip with the beau- 
tiful Agaeia."— « Krites," replied 
Benvolio, " Zelotypus is a mod un- 
" happy being, and his wife a mod: 
" injured woman. But how comes it, if 
" you are acquainted with their ftory, 
" that you have never once hinted at it 
" in our converfations ?"— " Becaufe," 
replied Kritps, c * it is one of the prin- 
<c ciples of a Noufaifthefian's conver- 
" fation, not to report what may injure 
"or degrade a fellow creature, unlefs 
" his filence be injurious to fociety ; and 
*' efpecially if there be the flighteft fuf- 
" picion on his mind, that the report is 
" unmerited, or if he believes amend* 
€€ ment to have followed forrow. Nor 
** ihould I now have led to the fubjeft, 
" but that I was folicitous to find whether 

cc out 
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" our fentiments concurred on that un- ' 
€c fortunate affair : I never credited the 
<c guilt imputed to A^ieia. ,> — " You 

* 

cc never manifefted greater judgment," J 
* replied Benvolio, "' than by your dif- 
<c credit of it: I WGuld ftake my life on 
« her honour—" The knight, in the 
warmth of his feelings, Was about to dif- 
clofe the caufe of his fudden departure ' 
from Neuron; but hfe chfecked' himfelf,' 
as it might be important to keep it fecret f ' 
till he had found Gh^rbin. * Theft 
c< - what fc villain muft Gerdhto^be/' faid 
Krites. u Ay," replied his friehd, "an 
** arch-demon, though a Ncm&ifUlefian. ,, 
— <c I thank you, 55 cried Krites, « 4 far 
'* the compliment' of your though to my* 
** country; but it was never pretended 
<c that there were not exWprions to the 
u general charafter : nay, there are cGfa- 
c * ftant emigrations of Noufaifthefians," 

xt wfeofe cKfpofitionv by fome bias-fe-' 

u ceived 



» . « 



THE KNIGHT* ERRANT. 73 

" cared in the court of their youth, 
" become in time tnore congenial to the 
u habits of Aifthefia, where they fettle 
44 for life, Thefe, from the very eir- 
" cutnftance of their intdle&ual fape- 
M riority, refine on the - vices of the? 

* country, and in the end fink to a ftate 
v( of indolence and fenfuaKty even lower 
u than that of the inhabitants. Geronto 
" is ambitious of the pure reputation of 
" of his country, but I know him, in 
44 fpite of his bed efforts to fuftain it* 
44 charafter, to be felfifb, proud, and 
u revengeful. He ftands high in Phroeii, 
M where you wfll afeeet hum :*— ." I hope 
u to," faid Benvoiio, wboft feeling* 
again outran his refolotion. He reeo* 
vered hsmfelf, however, by enquiring of 
his friend how the crime that bad btetf 
imputed to Agneia was pnnifted m Aif. 
thefts. Kmes fmikd at the queftion. 

* Atahety," fcid he, " is not confidered 
vol. in. x <f as 
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" as a crime by the laws of this country. 
" Any man that can afford to pay for 
"it, is allowed to commit it."~" Hdw* 
"'dovyou • mean, pay?" exclaimed the* 
knight. . 4C That too," faid Krites, " is 
V an extraordinary cuftom. Though a 1 
^ man is not considered as committing 
H a crime againft fociety, and pumlbed* 
'* for the benefit of the whole commu^ 
** nity, he is held to be guilty of a pri* 
***v£te injury individi^ally to the twfr 
tf bund, and ;a certain number pf perfons 
5, rare appointed tp make an eftimate, 
\S according to the rank and fuppofed 
< c ,f€felii>g* of the injured man, iwd to 
?l aflj«*lg« 1 Jtfn* a film <rf money* as a 
^ confoUtion for his wife's prank. But; 
? this h not fo ftbfurd as the positive 
¥ : law it i afcPlher inftance of corf up t 
4 .' rowers. If an Aifthefian is d$fco-< 
•ftiflWfd. to tofS t&ifited ,ti>e «?ind; ; <?£ 
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" fedaced her from her duty, to have 
" Htadehtrfw^rvefrom virtue y the law , 
" adages him to pay her father a* fum 
%t efual tp his fervafct's wages."— - u I 
€< can only fay," exclaimed Benvoljo, 
with uplifted hands and eyes, ." that thci > 
€C pneumatic plaifter. itfelf is npt fa fur>- ; 
« pitting.'; : ..* ; , , ,.., ;, ; . —•■ 

The knight no\y took leave of Krites f , 
and returned to his apartments, whpre, 
he found every thing ready. He <!?• . 
liyered the keys into the hanjd^of .the ., 
Prince's chamberlain, whofe hoyfe t %vas . 
contjgupus to th^t of which h^J^cLoc- < 
cupted a wing, and mounting hp nobis 
cqurfer topjt ;the 7034 tq ifarjfl^jj^- 
^d.byh^fervant. -. , „: ; t: ^ 

f. ^mooth - grpund , jani a bufy j mi$4 > 
fliortened the diflance: Benvolipji^d 
for the night at a fmall- town on ;the 
hgjptys of Aifthefis,, whi9h he pafied 
next morning. at fun-rife*,. The. £^e of' 

-ni... o e 2 the 
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the country on entering Noufitfthefis 
differed little from that whteh he had 
left ; but there was a ftriktng difttnfiion 
in the nature of the cultivation. The 
foils of both were luxuriant, but in Aif- 
thefis the productions were Allowed to 
take their own courfe j fome things grew 
in wild abundance, while others, for want 
of training and room, dwindled and fpent 
themfelves without ripening. On the 
contrary, in Ndufaifthefis, thofe that 
were too luxuriant were checked, and 
the flower and fcarcer plants Simulated 
by date and culture, fo that a: general 
plenty was fecured, while the ftriking 
appearances of utility added a new plea* 
fure to thofe of nature. The greareft 
contraft Was in the ftrengtb, aSivity, and 
health df the inhabitants, and in the 
intelligence and fkill they difplayed. 

As BerivoKo approached Narifton he 

few ftrany perfons on the road, fome 

-"' N coming 
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coining from and others going to it. 
He inquired of feveral if they knew the 
name of Cherbhi : it had never been 
heard of in the country. At Nariilon 
his inquiry was not more fuccefsfui : no 
perfon of that name had ever lived there, 
A hope yet remained if a claimant for 
the ring could be found, and the knight 
had it described and proclaimed through 
the whole town. Every body came to 
look at it, but dill no claimant appeared. 
Benvolio, after fpending fome weeks to 
no pttrpofe at Narifton, vexed and mor- 

. tified at the failure of his enterprise, re- 
folved notwithstanding to proceed to 
Phreen, to punifh Qeronto at all eyem?, 

. though it Should not be in his power to 
accompany his challenge with that mode 
of proof which was now necefiary for 
the restoration of Agneia. 

While at Narifton he had made feveral 

* ....... 

acquaintances, one of whom begged to 

£ 3 have 
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: hav£ the pleafure of accompanying hi*i 

* to the next town in the way towards the 
capital. Benvolib was happy to hare 

-'his company, and they fet out together. 

4 The knight's difappoitttgient dwelt upon 

his mind, and without revealing the ori- 

"glnal caufe of- his anxiety, he talked to 

* his companion of Cherbin and the ring. 
K I know not," faid the youth, ct the 

'" caufe of your anxiety to difcover 
- u Cherbin, but you make me ahricrft 

* " as anxious as yourfelf that you fhould 
u find him, and who knows but he may 
u be heard of in the town whither we 

r u . are going : though perhaps he has 
' u changed his name, and may have 
t€ fome reafbn for wifhing not to be 
cc known. I lately heard a ftory of a 
" young man who had a warm friertd- 
" fhip for another, for whom he would 
a have fatrificed his life. The friend- 
16 .(hip -was mutual, and* for fome time 

* ■• f4 nothing 
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*** nothing happened to difturb their 
•• happinefs. The friend of this youth 
" married a lovely woman, who, with 
" the approbation of her hufband, 
" entered into their bond of friendfliip. 
" Soon after, the notice bellowed by 
" his wife upon their friend, though 
" innocent, became painful to the huf- 
i€ band, and his mifery was evident. 
•" The youngs man refolved to, remove 
Cf the caule of kr he left the town 
c< where they refilled, retired* to a very 
u great' diftaace, $nd determined *hat 
* no communication fhould take pfaoe 
*• on either fide for a length of tira*. 
?* He has fo completely concealed him- 
** felf that no inquiry has fatten able 
" to trace him* Perhaps . he x mip > be 
" the GherWn you arc. in fcarch of, 
'* • having taken another nanle. If yo*u 
" would truft mr ^Sthiitbe ct uf<i of yo^r 
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" wiflraig to find him> (for the refttf* 
*« ration of a ring of little value canpot 
" be. the caufe,) it is not improbable 
u I may affift in discovering him/ 9 

Benvolio ga2ed at his companion, 
whom he had found a mild, amiable, 
inoffenfive youth, and combining hk 
ftory with the defcription Agfttia had 
given ot Cberbin, he was fuddenly per* 
fuaded that he was ut company with the 
man he fought. " Willingly/' replied 
the knight. " Have you ever heard the 

* names of Zelotypus and Agneia ? f9 
continued he, keeping hit eyes fixed 
upon him. ** Where. do they live? 1 * 
afced the youth, without betraying any 
emotions His evafion, however, of a 
<Kre& anfwer, confirmed the fufpicion of 
Benvolio, who replied that they once 
fcved at Phreen* ** And do _ they not 

* ftilH* exclaimed the youth. " Are 

* ym Hot acquainted then with the 

u public 
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u public events at Phrecn?" faifl the 
kniglju "The diftance," replied he, 
" is great, and many things do not 
" reach Narifton : beiides, I have J>e*n 
out of the country, and it is not 
long fince I returned/V-Agneia/' 
faid Benvolio, " has been declared, by 
" a fcntence of the Queen's, unworthy 
" of breathing the air of Noufaifthefis." 
The youth turned pale as the knight 
(poke, and be afked in an agitated voice 
the caufe. Being told on an unrepeUed 
charge of adultery with Cherbin, he 
fluiink iq bis head and cried, c< Oh hea- 
" vens I is it poffible ! unrepelled! Who 
" was the accufer ?'— " You ai;e agi- 
u pjtcd" bid Benvolio, " you no doubt 
" k$ow thefe perfon? : the accuser's 
44 name is Gerontol The youth drew 
in his ftced; the knight followed his 
example. u Sagflmv" faid \fye frantic 
?***• (tafffeg We br^dlf w$ filtfppg 

m 5 his 
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f * * - ; • - v 

^his hands, Cc My tongue is not acciif- 
<c tomed to imprecations,* but I cannot 
t( reftrain it from blading the villain 
<c Geronto ! perdition feize the wretch ! 
* I will go to Phreen— I will confront 
" the villain, and fpfte of his fkHl'in 
■* arms I fwear"— " Stop," cried Ben- 
volio, " fwear not to take the honour- 
able talk which Agneia herfelf Kas 
appointed me. * But I J can no longer 
" doubt that I am talking with Cher- 
« bin,"— «« •Khlght.'S faid the youth, 
cc I have tio longer reafon* to conceal 
f< mVTelf/ Zelotypus thinks, br thought, 
" mfe'ctead, and that 1 tie fhotild continue 
«* to thflik'To fill time had fully fub'dued 
"the 6nly unworthy emotion of nis 
u mind^ has' been the* motive of (he 
v facrifice I havef made to* friendfliip 
" and to ; virtue.** ^ ( < - * 

Delighted with' His adventure,* Benvo- 
lib embraced Chef bin* arid .propefed that 

. ;: - J they 
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tfeey ftsaiJd return to.Narifton, 0ntH 
-his friend could prepare himfelf foi; lb 
loog a journey. This was agreed to afe 
a ncceflary delay. Bemroiidgave Gher- 
kin -a jjireumfl^rial account of what had 
taken 'ptece at Phre£n refpe&rag Agneia, 
aad f of Zelaty pus's prevailing upon 'her 
to live and accompany him to Neuron '; 
of the jea^oufy that ftill tormented;' h?s 
fon^ of tbeieyeoi-refpeftinf himftlft df 
'Agneia'siyjfir, and of.the;iing, which hfe 
^owi delivered tt> m^wner. . /In .returfi 
Cherbin .informed the tiight of all *htft 
relied to hur> • " Trifling as i the loft 
/* of my Tftgu.wpiiI4Jjtvt hecn, ,, i Grid 
Gherkin, "IsGdn&fatjitM one of jd&oft 
*t ev^fiti whicbv tbe invifiWe powers of 
.V goodnefs ate frequently lobferved tb 
,f € djreft, fpr the pprpofe of juftjce and 
" rep-ijtmtion. . I v *foSi*arly an orphatf, 
" §plgn?«F, -W»4 was;ltfiKwedita>PWe*h 
" whi^ vwy young. ,• lf*rM4p<%;&e& 

z6 « ed 
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*' ed in many families and formed feme 
f 1 pleafing friendfhips, none more pleat 
?* ing than that with Zdotypus* I was 
*' perhaps too much of an idler for a 
f € Notffoifthefian : bat as my idknefs 
" was accompanied with attentions to 
" whatever could pleafe others, and as I 
" (howed a great lore of what was right 
"and deteflatiori of what was wrong, 
" my want of affiduity m the feverer 
^ ftudies was not obje&ed againft 
** me. When Zelotypus married I was 
"admitted to his houfe with all the fa- 
* omKarky of a favorite relative. Both 
" he and Agneia latifhed kindneffes 
" upon me* Xheir fthilefe gave a double 
-*5 relifli to my life— I delighted to par- 
" take in their cotvrorfation, their read- 
Sfi. ing* walkings riding— I did tntty 
( ^ thing it© make ttem love me, and I 
** toted them ; btt if ever toy fere of 
4* ^gtisk^m^com^gAtd in my mind 

; > w with 
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41 with impure defire, with a thought 
" unworthy of her or of Zelotypus» may 
44 the felf-devotion with which I b^ailh- 
4C ed royfelf from their foctety, and the 
" refolutiou I took to be lefe happy that 
44 they might be happier, be fet (down 
« againft me ?s afls of hypocrify wt dc* 
41 liberate wickedneft I May the invifi- 
44 ble Genius that overfees the affairs of 
u Dokimafia place me op his lift for the 
" raves of darknefs and dtfpair ! Among 
44 the moft intimate of the friends of Ze- 
<c lotypus was Geronto, a youth highly 
" efteemed at Phr*en» both for his vir- 
" tues and accomplMhrnents. He firft 
44 polled out to me the uneafioef* ^that 
" bpgaa to difcjofe itfelf in the heart of 
. 4 V Zeiotypus j but I was not readily coa- 
44 Tinccd that I was the caufe of his mi- 
cc fcry, till I found Agntia avoid me. 
"Gero&to completed my coovidioa by 
" pouwing out arcuaibroeei that had 

7 44 failed 
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<c faHed to ftrike me, and in fine by con- 
€t feffing to me, that Zelotypus had^ori- 
*' fided to him the fecret of his wretch- 
«' ednefs.. V wanted no more to resolve 
cc oo the part I ftioirlJ take :- P opened 
c * my mind to Gerontov It did'not at 

* " fitftmfcct with* his approbation, but he 
"Toon altered his opinion, and fa w, or 
•'pretended to fee, my intention in its 

•** proper light. About this time Zelo- 
. €C typu& was Tent from Phreen on Tome 
u ftate affairs; Agneia fecliided* hfcrfelf ; 
" I«everfaw-her. 1 arranged my affairs, 
"'and burying my motivein th'e-bofoms 
" of -Geronto and myfelf, I took ieaVe 
Cf of Phreen, apparently for the puf^ofe 
u of travelling, but determined te fuc my- 
u felf ifor a Jorigtfrne Out of ail if dtmmirii- 
- M cation with it. With^thts vtew T jour- 
u neyed firft tbroiigb Aifthefis, ftbere I 
" aflumed a different name/ and after a 

• «• circuitous route, fettled at Nariflon, 

" where. 
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^ where V have formed fome pleading 

" connections.' Report makes no way 

in Aifthefis, fo thai what paffed after I 

'" left Phreen did not reach me 5* and, 

' u as in th : s country fa&s injurious to 

'« the fame of othete are foori fuflfered to 

*' : pifs into oblfvioh, I never h^ard thdfe 

f u mferitiohed whfeh I* have learned from 

cc you. It watf, on the other hand, agreed 

r tc i^tth Ceronto, that if Zeloty*pus fhoiifd 

< " eiiteftafkr atiy idea 0$ rfty being dedd, 

:lc it fttbuld be encouraged^ ; itfay, In6W 

" belleye that Get oifto hi&felf thinks trie 

; a dead ; : and more/ that he imagines me 

* * c murdered by j an Aiftfrefian affaflitf em- 
* !tt ployeft byMmy for to no other- beitig 

u . in Dokimifia cJaii t Attribute fodtea <fe- 

* " fign, having offeiide<j nbne.V On qiilt- 
: <c ting the cdnfiriSs oFNoufetfthefts I \tfas 

" accoffed by a tragic* #ho> > UtfbtaMg 

; " the country* rendered >hfntftlf<extreirie« 

•My ufefiil to TOei Wft travelled to- 

gether 
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" gether th$ greater part of one day. 
" When we parted he prefented me with 
u a ring, which he laid had the virtue of 
" keeping the giver always frefh in the 
" memory of the wearer, and he made 
" me promife him to wear it cqnftanriy 
<c on my finger, at leaft while I was in 
" Aifthefis. This I made no fcruple to 
u do, and allowed him to put it on him- 
« felf. I had not proceeded far before 
" J was overtaken by another traveller, 
" who had met my former companion* 
" He feems to have been fern by the be- 
" aign Genius of Dokimafia to preferve 
" my life to confront the villain Geron- 
" to. I learned from him that the per- 
u (on from whom I bad parted was ge- 
" nerally confidered as one of the mon- 
« ft crs of Dokimafia in the human form : 
** and on my mentioning the gift of the 
" ring, he charged me if I valued my 
u life tp take k off, 1 was then inform- 

" ed 



u 
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" ed by him, that there exifted in Aifthe- 
" fis wretches who lived by adminifler* 
€< ing death in fo fecret a manner, that 
it was aim oft impoffible to trace the 
caufe of it : that fo unlikely an inftru- 
" ment of death as a ring had been 
" known to effeft it, the metal being 
<c alloyed with a fubftance containing a 
" powerful venom, which by a continued 
" contaft with the (kin, mfufed itfelf into 
« the blood in the courfe of a few days. 
" I had afterwards full proof of the ring 
" I had received being envenomed, by 
" having it fattened to the foot of one of 
" thofe little creatures which the Aifthe- 
" fians devote as vermin to deftru&ion. 
u Having then no fufpicion of Geronto, I 
u could not figure to myfelf any one de- 
" firous of my death* and as for Zeloty- 
" pus, I knew his mind to be too noble." 
Cher bin concluded his narrative with fo- 
kmnly alluring Benvolio that he had 

never 
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never been in Agneia's chamber, and 

therefore could never have been feen by 

Zelotypus, on whom a deception mufl 

have been fuccefsfully pra&ifed by fome 

device t>f Geronto's. Benvolio embraced 

Cherbin, and they congratulated each 

other on the profpett of that genuine 

delight which fprings from the redrefs 

of wrongs. They were foon prepared for 

"their journey; nor, however engaging 

•the fcenes that pTefented themfelves in 

^Noufaifthfefis, did they linger oh the way : 

^their pleafure lay at the end of it, and 

-they fuffered nothing to impede theft: 

progrefs. o 

• It happened at this tfme that there 

^were great rejoicings at Phreen, for the 

marriage of one of the royal family. 

The court paffed the greateft part of the 

day in a pleafure camp ; magnificent 

tents and awnings being pitched in the 

beautiful extend vemeadows,aboutPhreen. 

The 
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The family of Rapiros was greatly diftih- 
guiflied, and no one ftood in higher efti- 
matiori among all ranks, than the hypo- 
crite Geronto. Tilts and tournaments 
formed a part of the fports on the feftive 

: occafion, in which Geronto ftood unri- 
valled. He had repeatedly fignalized 
his prowefs, tilt no knight was found 
bold enough to 'encounter hini. With 
all thefe* advantages, and in fpite of the 

i efteem he forced both by his vato&r arid 

* fentiment, never could he obtain the 
meed of tove, for he demanded it proucl- 

: ly as a right. 

1 Intelligence of the camp and feftivities 
reached Benvotio and Cherbin, "long be- 
fore they were near the capital. It gave 
them new fpirits, and it was refolved that 
Cherbiq, clad as a knight in compter 
armour, fliould by a herald, demand ad- 

* mittance to the prefense of the Queen, 
and declare to her Benvolio's intention to 

accufe 
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accufe Geronto of infamous falsehood 
againft Agneia, and to fupport his ac- 
quisition by perfonal combat. As they 
approached they heard the rejoicings 
talked of by all they met, and the won- 
derful feats performed by Geronto made 
the burden of the fong. At length they 
came in fight of the tented plain, the gay 
view of which was crowned with the 
domes and fpires of Phreen. The beauty 
and a&ivity of the fcene defy description 
•—the whole country feemed alive and in 
motion* Arrived at the lines, Cherbin 
fent forward a herald, the found of whofe 
trumpet drew the attention of all within 
hearing, and » Jfrefcptfy crowd* gathered 
to enquire wh*t new. encounters might 

bq expefted. The herald having executed 
his duty returned with pefmiffion from 
her Majefty for the admittance of Cher- 
bin, who immediately rode into the camp. 
Meanwhile, the King, with the Queen, 

the 
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the pri&ces, and the whole court, iffem- 
bled under the awning fpread near thd 
royal rent. Geronto ftood forward in a 
confpicuous fituation, looking with fmifes 
of felf complacency for the approaching 
knight. Cherbin difinounted at a little 
diftance from the awning, and giving his 
horfe to his fervant, advanced towards the 
court. Difguifed by the headpiece of 
his armour, be was not recognifed. Hav- 
ing made obeifance in form, according to 
the ceremonies of knighthood, he thus 
addrefled the Queen : 

u I appear here to beg your Majefty 
" will command Geronto, the fon of Ra- 
piros, to prepare to maintain the falfe 
accufation he preferred againft Agneia, 
" the wife of ZelotypU3, there being arri- 
44 ved a knight who will make him retraft 
" what he has faid befoite he leaves the 
** tamp, or, in the pretence of yotfr fub- 
u jefts, cut out Jals perjured toiigW 

This 
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This challenge in a moment fpread 
throughout the eamp and town, and al- 
ready every Noulaifthefian, men and wo* 
men, began to pray for the refloration of 
the injured Agneia. " Knight," faid 
the Queen, addreffing Cherbin, €C do you 
" know that it is now top late to depend 
" on the iflue of a combat ; and that m 
u Noufeifthefis we require ftrong addi- 
" tional proofs of innocence." — cc The 
" knight challenger brings thofe proofs," 
replied Cherbin, " but with your Ma- 
c< jelly's permiflion,. he hopes they may 
" be poflpdned until after the combat, 
Cf if the challenged knight have no ob- 
c< te&ipn to it. The fummon to the 
field on this ground was fo? (udden and 
unexpected that^is cpnfclence flung him , 
before it was fhielded by his acquired 
boldnefs, and for . fome moments he felt . 
tortwes worfe jhan death ; however, the 
difgracqof appearing backward, his con- , 

fidence 
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fidence in his own ftrengtb and (Idll 9 and 
above all the thought of: crufhmg the en- 
quiry by his vidory, reanimated him, 
and he fbon loft HI remorfe and all fear : 
when therefore the Queen, addreifing 
him, afked: " What fays Gerontoi" 
he affumed all the eafe he was mafter of, 
and, with a * carelefs fmile, replied st 
cl . Your Majefty's fubjed a&s but the 
cc time - neceffary to arm/.' Saying 
which he bowed. and retired. 

Cher bin was now called upon to infert y 
in the book of challenges the name and, 
titles of the challenger. He fimply in-, 
fqribed,. " Benyolio ;"— the name im- 
mediately ran through every mouth., 
The fame of the knight had long reach- 
ed Phreen,. and his very name was of \ti. 
felf a ftrcmg teftimony.in favopr of Ag->i 
neias innocence : for he was well known, 
to bte a terror tp therwicked,,and it. wa%» 
gea^rjally pr^fwmcd that he woql$ qo^ 
..." ;. ■■ - r \ "j ::.; <v ""-:■;• •; h»M, 



THE KNIGHTS ERRANT. 

hare undertaken Agneia's caufe without 
proofs of the juftice of it. 
' The lifts were already prepared, the 
people crowded round them, and the 
court, the judges, and marfhals took 
their places. When it was told to Ge- 
ronto, that Benvolio was the challenger, 
His heart again funk, but it being impof- 
fible to withdraw now without difgrace, 
be tboaght of his own power and of the 
celebrity that would attend a vi&ory 
over fuch a knight : refolving therefore 
to exert all his ftrength and dexterity, he 
repaired to the lifts, where he found his 
adverfary ready for the combat* " Trai- 
" tot \" cried Benvolio, advancing to 
meet him, " as I am certain that the ac- 
« cufatron thou preferredft agamftthe 
t€ wife of your friend, was invented from 
" a moft abominable and wicked motive, 
« I maintain here, before all, that thou 
" haft infainoufly traduced her, and that 
« thou bafely liedft in all that thou didft 

" advance 
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€ f advance a^tmft her/' Gesoaio in- 
dandy replied with wonderful holdneb c 
<c Knight, ao longer noble, fince thorn 
cr i^»ft t^cQrag the champion of difioyal* 
V ty in a wife, I can think of thee only 
€C at an alitor of crimes, and ai a foul 
" adqlterer thyfetf: wherefore I maia- 
€ f tain thai thou Heft thyiedf, aad that 
'* thou defierveft to be burnt alive, or 
'< drawn in quarters, as aa enmple fbr 
u future ages to all difloyal vires aad 
". bafc; feducers/' The herald at arma 
now gave the accuftqmed fitgnal, upo* 
which the knights couched their lancet*. 
a*d fet their hprfes forward with fuch 
iiapetuofity that both lances broke flxort 
at the gauntlet? ; their bucklers, coats of 
mail, and h^ad-piece* met in, dreadful 
fl*ock» and the knights fell together to 
the ground $ (till however ffrfpfag their 
bwttes* pad ftimukted f4th* aa ardour 
and defire of vtftery which (gqa refeated 
vwu.ii!. r them 
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them on their couriers. Throwing away 
the broken part of the lances, they drew 
their fwords, and a combat began, fo 
fierce and extraordinary, that harrowed 
all the" {feelings of the fpcftators; who 
declai%d they had never feen a' fihgle 
combat * R> furioufly fought, 6r better' 
maintained * than that between Geronto* 
and Benvolio. The former long exerted 
Klmfelf, w£H knowing what he had at* 
ftake ; but the latter refle&irig on the' 
joftice of his caufe, - now Teemed to re* ' 
dbuble his efforts, fo that his adverfary, : 
no longer able to endure the fury of his 
blows, and 'being wounded in feveraf- 
places, did nothing but endeavour to 
wafrd iht blows' which were inceffantly 
{howerecF oii every part of his body. 
Bfcnvolio, perceiving this, and eager to 
"put an end* to' the fight, aimed a ftroke * 
with all* Ms fbrtit upon his helmet, by 
which it was cleft in two, and Geronto, 

dunned, 
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ftuflned, reeled from fide to fide, an* 

fell : from hU horfe. The knight, thea> 

alighttog, with tbe t handle of his fword 

heat off the head -piece of his en^my, apd> 

placing his foot tipon his breaft, t,uri\ed> 

th^ point of his weapon to his throat, as 

if with a defign to put him to death,; 

faying ; " Villain, the hour is come when* 

" thou muft go . and account with ; the? 

Geoius of Dokimafia, for the fai(e-/ 

hood and treachery thou haft commit- 

ted again ft the innocent wife of thcs 

man whom thou pretendedll' to call, 

«« friend/* " Knight I"- replied Gcrpr^ } 

to, <c have mercy j and, at lead, do not t 

fo haft en my death, as to deprive- n^e> 

of an opportunity of communing w^th; 

[ my confcienc*, and of making all thej 

reparation in ray power to the injured* 

Zelorypus and Agn£ i*."— " Abandpn- ; 

H ed wretch !*' faid Benvolio, " on <jop r { 

* € dition of that reparation being ansgjy; 

$ 2 u an( j 
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* and pubKcly made ia preface *f her 
'* Majefty and the fair ladies of her 
" court immediately, I confent to fpare 
cjf thy life, and to leare thee to the mer* 
'* cy of thy fovereign." 

-The vanquifhed Geronto, now as ab- 
ject as he had been proud, was conveyed 
to the foot of the throne, where he en* 
tered into a particular confeffion of his 
wickednefs and treachery towards Ag- 
neia. He dated her repulfe of his love 
as the motives of his revenge, and declar- 
ed how he had played upon the weaknefs' 
of her hufband's heart, and made him 
jealous of Cherbin. At the mention of 
Cherbin, who was now (landing near the 
foot of the throne, ftill concealed in ar- 
mour, he was afked by the defire of her 
Majefty, whether Cherbin was not feen 
by the huiband of Agneia coming out of 
bet chamber at dawn of day, and what 
had become of him.— u Murdered," he 

replied, 
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replied, " murdered by an Aifttoefian* 
i€ whom I employed for that purpofe; 
" dmd w|m> had previeufty perforated 

* him in the fcene* I : contrived* in order 
1' to Uopofe ©a Ztlatypvs." While: he 
was making this coafcffion, Cherbia 
had loofened the it taps which fattened hi* 
head-piece, and took it off. The guilty 
Geronto confounded, trembled in every 
limb at his eyes faweyed the well known 
figure, and Cherbia addreffing the throne* 
confirmed the confeffion of Geronto, and 
gave an aocouat of what he hadjrelated to 
BeavoKo j concluding with an avowal of 
having left Phreen to fecrifice bis own 
happinefs to that of hi? friend's* This 
noble motive obtained the loud ancLun? 
bounded applaufe of all prefent: it 
fpread from tongue to tongue, till every 
foul in the camp was loud in Cherbin's 
praife. The triumph of the injured Ag» 
neia filled every bofom with delight. 

f 3 The 
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The fentence againft her was immediate- 
ly abrogated, and a number of noble 
Noufaifthefians were appdinted to repair 
to Neuron, m order to cohdutt her back 
to Phrlen with every hononr. Geronto 
was ordered into confinement till her ar* 
rival, to await the fentence fhe fliould 
herfelf pronounce* upon him : and Ben* 
toHo was invited to refide at Phreen. It 
was his intention to rotmaue fomc tame 
in the capital of Notfftifthcfo, to partake 
of #he many exquifite and rational enjoy? 
menii it afforded, bot his firft^objeft wa$ 
to reftore bis friends Zelotypus and Agt 
aria to peace, fame, and their Country j 
and he folicited perriuffioa to attend the 
deputation to Neuron* 



♦ 
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CHAP. XI* 

* * • 

Thel;night*s return to Neuron. — The confeqoeflfcr 
* of his dropping the magic kavci.— Acajou and 
' ZirpkUa. > : 



» «• 



DO eager wis Benvollp to carry himfelf 
th* tidings of the eyept* at Phrecn tQ 
Zclotypui^nd Agpeia, that be rciblvcd 
not to wait the movements of % deputy 
lion) and haying retted a day to refovc^ 
the fatigue he ha4 (offered in the combat; 
with Geronto, he obtained pcrmiffion of 
their Majefties to fet out immediately to 
announce to the injured Agneia t^e h*j> 
py iflue of the enterprize (he had entrufted 
to him. Cherbin would gladly have 
accompanied him, but from motives of 
delicacy he refolvjed to retura to Kariftor^ 
and not appear again at Phrecn, till he 

f 4 waa 
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was afiured by Zelotypus himfelf, that he 
had completely fubdued a paffion which 
had been attended with fuch unmerited 
mifery to Agneia. 

After an Abfence of little more than a 
meutb, Benvolio again arrived at Neu- 
ron. The furprife of Zelotypus aad the 
gratitude of Agneia were unfpeakable, 
Ertlotypus on Ms knees hnptored forgive* 
neft of his tovdy wtfe, whom m wrful 
and revengeful villain had led him to 
Wong in the tendered pomt ; tftd from 
that moment hit fcofom was freed from 
the mod bitter, moft eorreding <£ th4 
paflions. Btnvoliowas reodvedmtoth^ 
houfe of Zelotypus as abrothett, and his 
admiration of Agneia, far from giving 
£ain to his friend, became * new ftmrctf 
p{ delifctit to him. 

The knight loft no time in paying hit 
tourt to the Xing and Prince of Aifthefis, 
W&dta 1 he informed bf the pkafare which 

■J 4 the 
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the Queen c£ Noufiriftfteft* enjoyed 10 the 
reftorattion of Agncra's fame, apprizing 
them at the fame time of the honour that 
awaited her, of a deputation from her fi> 
▼eloigns, €0 requeft her return to. Phreen* 
where (he was already reinstated in the 
grace and favdur which were her due* 
Neither the King nor Prince feemed to 
partake the ardour with which the intel- 
ligence was imparted. " Knight/' faid 
the Prince, "I think it beneath a mo- 
* torch to interfere in the amours of his 
u fubjcQs. Mercy! what an endlefs 
** labour would my father be involved 
" in, were he bound to decide upon the 
4 f intrigues of the Aifthefians." Ben- 
volio was about to difoufs the theme of 
virtue, when he faddcnly recolleded the 
pneumatic plaifter, that admirable fpeei- 
fie for procuring fiibmiffion to the will 
and opinion of Aifthieflaiv princes. He 
bpwed in fiicftce, and foog withdrew. ' 

f 5 He 
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He found more fympathy in his friend 
Kriies, who was now freely, admitted to 
the houfe of Zelotypus. Indeed fo con- 
vinced was the happy hufband of Agneia 
of his wife's virtue, and fo thoroughly 
was jealoufy rooted from his breaft, that 
while they were waiting for the deputa- 
tion from Phreen, hi* houfe became the 
refort of alt the Nou&ifthefians of note at 
Neuron* 

Benvolb now vifited all his acquaint* 
ance, and among other unaccountable 
Aiilheiian events, found that the little 
Noufarfthefian aftor was grown out of 
favour among the Neuronites. His voice 
bad* .been discovered to want melody,' 
and a ftili< more wonderful difcovery hack 
been made— that he was a boy and not a* 
man* coj&fequently uoc of a fize for a hero^ 
or. a lover. '/ How b this/' faid Ben-, 
volb to Krites \ " has he fo Suddenly 
•\ toil thofe graces of a&ioa and delivery . 

u which 



ft 
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u which won all hearts ?"— <f Come and 
judge yourfelf/' replied Krites ; cc we 
have time to get places before' the play 
" begins."— " Places, fo late ! T t^en the 
••■ theatre is not fo crowded as wheit 
<* we faw hW— « We (hall* get 
<c places/' (aid Krites, fmiling. They 
did eafily get feats, yet the houfe was far 
from being empty. There were a great 
many Noufaifthefians at Neuron who 
judged for themfelves, and whbfe opi- 
nions a number of the Neuronites fol- 
lowed : thefe would not forfake the 
young aftor. Many others went to the 
theatre from habit, or from not knowing 
what to do with themfelves. BenvcJio' 
found too difference in the figure, voice** 
6¥ a&ihg of the young Nfcu*&theftafo. s 
Tftfe foggfcfters were vfat&x 1 by agreed 
m^nt. Sbrfie hifles were heard in one* 
confer e£ tfc* tiieatre, but %fa#y * were j 
overpowered by the plaudits. " ThgN* 
«* £ an evident chaa&f Wittfcfti sTdtufi," 
*'■> ■'•* 16 find 



*q9 THE KNIGHT& W ft AWT. 

$udSenr*ik>, "Nay/* r$pged totes, 
44 what rfunfc ycm of the foklencfs jut* 
4t tutaft to theatrical audiences in gene* 
" ral for a faficieat, if not a good, 
i# qurfe^ Jh)t there are other caqfes 
** not half fo innocent. For ii*ftance— 

r 

Htre the attention of the knight was 
t*k*n oJTby (be n*ife of a voice hallooing 
tevi&i ax>4 *# H approached tl^ p^cc 
Vbe/ehe pas feated, he heard himfelf 
diftindty called upotn but not by the 
naipe of Bfcnwlio— He ftarted up* the 
»agfc leaves dropped from: bis hand*— 
44 Seigneur De Joinville ! Seigneur Dfc 
*? ^MXii&t !" cried the well known voic$ 
«i fttaife,or ?ioianes j. who having fafejy 
Ipdged the £pfi at home* returned toj 
tb* hule i»pi» where he bud lefc tbf 
kt%hf j aa4 hearing that be w*s g$*fc 
abr wd h*4 ft$ed feiffe u» f»r*h p£ 

whea 



V* * 
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yrfreQ De J^io^ille iheitfted hkifelf ftom 
tfeerfup ja dje fcoU<fflr trunk of a ttec, lie 
tpok into fals itaod* J&«* gW Awex, **. 
tonffwu* ofthi charm tb^y tanfatedi now 
ihofe old leavee weie aathing <elfe than 
the bopk wthich Timaaes ted left to 
asanfe the kjrightV tei&r* d&rmg bis 
fquireVabfeflce, So charmed was De 
JoiproJHe, that he feadiiy affbeiated, or 
&&«* i^entited himfetf with tire. cbamc* 
|er of ^ vpii<>, apd that the more eafily 
?s Fe&fe ww jdfe the »me of the he* 
roipe. Conceiving btatfelf to he the 
fe?r<h he ^piild have coprimiod reading 
(ill the tw>k or day ended, bad he not 
been interrupted by. his iquire. He was 
XMHwithftwdipg glad to fee him, M the 
feyi now abated of it* fetvpw* and it waa 
tfrng tp proceed *>*i their way* Fulling 
tb« bsok «*<> the banda of Timaaes, aqd 
giyjpg hka ftsift; eharg* i# take the gjwN 
tft care of it, . be . wtt \m*d lo the ml* 
. ; 4 * which 
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which he foon after left, attended by hfe 
faithful fquire. The afternoon was 
pieafant, they were no longer incom- 
moded by the foal, but frode leifurely 
along : De Joinville now thinking of 
Zeltftypus and Agneia, and now again of 
his own divine Felicia ; Timanes dividing 
his cogitations between the lovely Dinah 
and his fupper at the next town, which 
was at a cbnfiderable diftance frbta the 
little inn* When they had proceeded 
about a third of the way, De joinville* 
anxious to know what paffed aft the re- 
ftoratioti of Agneia at (he Court of 
Phreen, defired Timanes to give him the 
book, that he might coafult it- as they 
travelled. The poor fquire at this com- 
wand felt his hair ft and on end, as he 
Suddenly recoHected that he had put it 
topon the table at > the inn, before- his 
eyes, that he migjil not forget it, and 
that these < he had left it. - 1 - ^ Memfu> 
* m» ■<..> «« leigneur V* 
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* rdgneurr* cried he, flwddering; 
€€ proceed, proceed to the place of out 
" deftination for the night, and I will 
u overtake you before you arrive there, 
" or perhaps juft as you are fitting down 
" to an excellent fupper ; may be a 
"i trout, a fowl, and a compote de pigeon." 
~«< The book, the book," cried De 
joinville. «* Dire&ly feigneur," re- 
plied the fquire, " as foon as I can gtt it 
•* off the table."— cc Out of your pocket 
" you mean, goofe," laid De Joinville* 
* 4 No feigneur, off the table/' replied 
he: ** be fo good as to rtde on, and 1 
iC will bring it to you."— " Hfevt you 
a then left it behind, caitiff?" exclaimed 
De Joinville. " Out of my pocketj 
44 feigneur,* ' anfwered the fquire, witH 
a piteous face : " but I will be \rith y#g 
u before the firft difli pf the fupper is ori 
u the table, or may I not fade trotitj 

"-pulletjer pidgwn/' So %ieg> h* 

turned 



:* 
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turwd hie horfc's head* Be Joforille, 
wbofc good nature would probably tare 
prevented hie ordering him back for the 
bpoki was pa(Eve at bis departure ; for 
fhi charm of the di haves ftifl operating 
magically upon him ; he was ananone to 
return with Zelotypfue ahd Agneta to 
Phreen, and to vifit every part of -Nd«f* 
aifthefi$ 5 of which he had already formed 
freb exalted notions. He therefore 
foiled at Timanes, promifed him a good 
foppery and left him go, white be pro* 
eeeded to Malot, where in due courfe of 
lime be arrived, without meeting airy ac* 
fident on the road. . ♦ 

. Be JoinviUe firft amufed htmfetf with 
enquiring into the date Df the larder, atfd 
fading provifrans of the natare pre-ima- 
gippt by Timant % abfolntefy ordered 
ttupfe very difces, p leafing bb fiancy with 
f ep»rdifig die fquire fot bis jtrt^tble, bf 
making Mm partake attbe tap table; 
i • - v of 
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of the luxuries Its appetite bad dt&ated* 
•He gucffed the time of hb overtaking 
♦rfm, and deftred Tupper to be ready ac- 
cordingly. TKi$ done, he retired to 
h\$ apartment and contemplated the 
tftarms of his divine miftrefs, till the 
hoft interrupted him to lay the cloth. 
Ttoianes, as if by f nftlnft, appeared at the 
feme lime j and rejoiced the heart of the 
Jtntght, by news of his friends Zefotypu* 
tend Agnefeu if I have it, Seigneur,* 
tried the Sprite } " I found it where t 

* left it** De Joravifle, who -thougftt 
of Timanes* forprHe vtfien the trout, puU 
let, and ptdgeons fiiould appear, and 
being at the fame time feeure of hi* 
book, faid (railing, * Well, well, Ti» 
4C manes, after fupper we wHi have it-* 
* c You muft be hungry : I have ordered 
** feme cheefe and onions, and you ftiaH 

* fit down arid partake of it *hh me/ 1 
Vi rather be exeufed, feigneur^ 

replied 
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replied Timanes, with Kps drawn* aftant ; 
" I bad Cooner ftip with ypar mare on 
<c oats and bean* ; for cbeefe apotd onioa 
•* are my averfioa. v As he faid this, 
the hoft aiked if he flbouid bring up the 
trout-*— " The-rwh*t !— trout i" ex^ 
claimed Tiraane?, wkb a countenance 
iM)w changed to a broad grin— u I will 
" juft run, feigneur, and h\d the ma» 
.•« take care of pny ;beaft t and be bide 
" with the trout.'* He > was , as good as 
-his word, and as the landlord brought ia 
ike fifli, he brought the faucet- Dowa 
fat mafter and man* and for the greater 
part of an hour never was fquire happier* 
or knight more amufed with the voracious 
happmefs of a fquire. At length Qfttore 
(for nature wiUtire of fuch b#fc);de* 
manded a truce j and now, as k was ft ill 
early, De JoinviJk prepared for the en* 
joyraent pf his defer*, & purfuing his 
route through the valley pf , Pokijnafia* 

« There 
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" Tbefe>it is, feignetir," faid Timanes, 
with a complacent eye and a fleek (kin, 
—-De JoinviUe feizcd the volume pre* 
fe& ted by the fquire, and more delighted 
with the thought of Agneia, than Tima- 
nes had been with the fight of the trout, 
opened the book about the middle, IA 
hafte to fee her name, and the 1 deputation 
from Pbreen arrived at Neuron. " What 
««• have Vre here?' 1 cried he: " Ha& 
" poena, Acajou, Zirphilla ?" He turned 
more to the beginning} Harpoona and 
Acajou dill met his eye, but he no wher* 
discovered the names of Bcnvolio or Ze* 
lotypus, and at laft the title-page aflured 
Mm, that though the printing and eovefr 
were very fimilar to the volume which 
had enchanted him, the content! wert 
very different. De Joinville caft a fterft 
look at Timanes, whofe countenance, in 
fpite of the fupport it had received ffofli 
his good cheer, had begun filling from 

the 
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the firft foends of Harpoona, Acajou, and 
.ZirpWllau «* Seigneur, feigfteur, " cried 
he, " if -ever one pea might be taken for 
" another, this book might be taken for 
_" that which bas canfed nea bumping 
" of three leagues extraordinary ; and it 
" lay on the very ^»t where I left the 
?' other. Some of thofe plaguy tarlets 
" I law at the inn muft hare changed 
5* it" He then offered to go back im- 
mediately to look for it, an offer which 
fbfeaod the knight* Tinaat* obfetting 
ibis, tflurod htm that the volume in hit 
bend was one of the beft things in the 
morld, for he had read k twenty times at 
Jkmk. DeJoinviUe, ibeqgb difappointcd 
WW not witting to fpend the evening m 
{ftpfoiagt and therefore at foon as the 
cloth was removed, he opened the volume 
»t the beginning, and read the foHowing 

tote* 
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ACAJOU AND ZIKPH&LA. 

Wit is not always worth what it is > 
prized at ; Love is a good preceptor, and 
Providence knows what it is about : inch 
is the moral of this tale, which it is pro* 
per the reader ihould be informed of, for 
fear he fhould miftake it. Shallow pates 
never fufpeft the intention of an author, 
while lively imaginations make more of 
it than is meant ; but neither are fond of 
moralizing, therefore at once to my 
tare. 

Once upon a time, in a country fituated 
between the kingdoms of Acacia and 
Minutia, there was a race of evil Genii, 
who were a difgrace to their own fpecies, 
and a fcourge to mankind. Heaven was 
touched with the prayers fem up agamft 
this wicked race : mod of them came to 
a tragical end, and only the Genius Po» 

dagrambo 
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dagrambo and the Fairy Harpoona were 
now left ; but it appeared that thefe two 
inherited all the wickednefs of their 
anchors. 

They were both deficient in under* 
(landing: the condition of Genius or of 
Fairy g\yfi$ only power, and wickednefs 
is oftener found with folly than with un- 
cjerftanding. Ppdagrambo, though a 
mod noble, moil high, and moft puiffant 
loi;d, was neverthelcfs a moft egregious 
aft: Harpoona was thought to have 
more wit, becaufe the was more wicked : 
wit and wickednefs are confounded to? 
this day : but what proves, nowever, 
that fhe had little, is that (he was tirefome • 
even when fhe talked fcandal. As for 
the Genius, he was wicked enough to ; 
d^fire only mifchief, and fool enough to : 
have been led to do good without being 
ajvare of it. His perfon was gigantic and 
completely mifliapen. Harpoona was ftill 

more 
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iwtwe frightful ; < fell* lean, acid Mack; 



her hmr refembfed ffcakes^ and when fte 
tran«formed^herfelf, it was corfimonly in- 
to a fpider, a bat, or feme horrid infeft. 

3!hefe two monfters were not the lefs 
pceftunptiious. Harpooaa piqtied herfelf 
on her charms, and Podagrambo on the 
favours of the far. They had a country 
feat elegantly furpiftied, where there were 
bronze Cariatedes, lamps, claffical Settees* 
cuftiions, and footftools. Thither they 
repaired to vapour themfclves, and at 
length they threatened the world that 
they womld marry to perpetuate their 
names. Pvjleromania is m common itch 
among many of the great ; they love their 
pefterity, but do not care a farthing for 
their children.. The intention was re- 
ceived as a declaration of war. . i 

The affair was considered by the Genii 
of Fairies of fufEcient importance for the 
convoking of a general afiembly. . The 

matter 
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qiatter vtta dated atuft difcuflW : these 
was much talking »d deliberation, yetl 

It was referred that Podagnurtto and: 
Hatfpwma fliouU. awer have it & thfeir 
flower to mlrtrry, ttH (hey. had ttrJome: 
i&ftance infpired loVc* ,■ Thai decreet) 
famed to condemn both to the fate 
of celibacy ; or, if they Cotfld become it 
ajmable their cfctra&fer jtouft of eourfe 
be changed, and ihat was all that \*a§ 
defired. > ■ 

They confnHed' their love halfcndfcr to 
fee what houfe they (hould honour with 
their choice, yet as: it was needfaty for 
them to inlpiuc Jove* they were fenfible 
that they fiioidd never fimcecd, but by 
fome extraordinary artifice: for, how- 
ever blind felf love may bfe, when kte* . . 
reft mixes with it we foon difcover our 
defc&s*. 

Harpoona, who. tod a more fertile in- 
vention 
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vention than the Genius, addreffed him 
nearly as follows : " My propofal is td 
" take children quite in their infancy, 
before they have afty ideas : we will 
bring them up ourfelves ; they (hall 
** never fee any body elfe, and we will 
" form their hearts to our wifti ; the 
" prepoffeffions of childhood are hardly 
u to be overcome. My match/' added 
flie> " is already found : the king of 
" Acacia has an only fon about two 
cC years old. I (hall go and aik him to 
" entruft his education to me, which he 
* will not dare to refufe, for fear of my 
4C refentment : and people do more for 
* c thofe they fear than for thofe they 
" efteem. I will take care to ad in 
" the fame manner for you with the fit ft 
" little princefs to be born." 

Podagrambo approved a plan fo well 
contrived, and the Fairy fet out upon 
her great dragon with whilkers, arrived 

VOL. Ill* © it 
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at the palace of the king of Acacia, and 
inside her demand, which the poor king 
did not dare to refufe. 

Harpoona, delighted at having the 
little prince Acajou in her hands, fet 
out pn her return, and thought only of 
executing her projeft. With the waving 
of her wand (he built him an enchanted 
palace, which I beg the reader to ima- 
gine according to his own tafte, as I fpare 
him a. defcription of it for fear of tiring 
. him : but one thing I am obliged to tell 
hfrn> as he is, not obliged to guefs it, and 
that is, that Harpoona, when (he deftined 
the garden of , this palace to ferve the 
. little prince tp walk jq, attached xq it a 
. falilmjin , whiQh prevented his going out 
of it till he was in love i and as (he was 
\ theqnly female yihonv he could fee, (he 
*did not dou^t tfjat that would renc^r 
L bjeaitfy,nee&efo A94 that as he^grew up 
^ ihe heart of Acajgu would naturally yield 

to 
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to love. An accident which Harpoona 
had not forefeen, thwarted her defign a>t 
firft, and obliged her to amend her plan. 
Acajou had received at his birth the gift 
of beauty, he was to be the handfomeft 
prince of his time : this was^ wonderfully 
pleafing to the hopes of the Fairy, who 
befides knew well enough that the fir ft 
fruits of the moft amiable youth belong of 
right to old women : but fhe was vexed 
to find that the infant had been highly 
endowed with all the qualities of the 
mind. 

Harpoona, fenfible that thefe would 
encreafe the difficulty of feducing hyn, 
immediately refolved to correal by art 
what her pupil had received by nature* 
and to fpoil his mind, as (he could not 
deprive him of it. She went Into the 
laboratory where (he mixed her drugs ; 
the moft efficacious words, the moft 
powerful charms wer^e employed* She 

02 made 
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made two boxes of magical fugar, in 
one of which there -were paftils poffefling 
a virtue to infpire bad tafte, and give a 
falfe tafte to the underftanding j the 
other contained comfits of preemption 
and obftinasy : whoever eat of them was 
doomed always to judge falfely, argue 
abfurdly, fupport his opinion obftinately, 
and to give himfelf up to every thing 
ridiculous, fo that the evil Fairy had 
every reafon to hope that if the prince 
eat any of them he would feel for her a 
paffion the ftronger the more extravagant 
it was. She now went and prefented 
the fugar-plumbs to the child; but in 
coaxing him to eat fome of them, fhe 
attempted to put on a fmiling face, which 
turned into a grimace fo frightful that 
' the boy was terrified at it, and threw 
the boxes at her head. It would have 
been more eafy to feduce one of thofe 
men called rational ; for enlightened Na- 
ture 



/ 

/ 
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Ture beftows on fuch as (he has not yet 
given up to reafon a furer inftinft, which 
warns them of what is. bad for them. 
The Fairy did Jiot much regret the com- 
fits of prefumption, not doubting that 
Acajou's birth would give Jiim enough 
of that; but ibe could never make him 
tafte either the one or the other, and at 
length (he gave them away to a traveller, 
as a very valuable curiofity $ adding to 
to them the virtue of multiplying them* 
felves. The perfon that received them 
carried them to Europe, where they were 
attended with wonderful fuecefs. They 
were the firft paflils and comfits of the 
kind feen there. Every body wanted 
them ; they were fent in prefents, car- 
ried about in little boxes, and offered in 
company, by way of polite attention, 
like a pinch of fnuff ; a cuftom that h^s 
been kept up to this day. They do not 
all poffefs . the fame virtue, but the old 

c 3. ones 



i%6 THfc KNIGHTS ERRANT. 

ones are not absolutely loft. However 
that be, Harpoona conceived the idea 
of giving prince Acajou fo bad an edu- 
cation as fhould be worth all the paftils 
and comfits in the world. 

It was now known through the chan- 
nel of the periodical "publications that the 
queen of Minutia was ready to lie in^ 
and that all the Fairies were fummoned 
to attend the groaning. The queen was 
delivered of a daughter, who was, as 
inay ; be eafily imagined, a miracle of 
%eautY, arid na^^diZif)philla* s Harpooaa 
^iad gone to the court of Mmutia deteiv 
Ttnined to affe the queen to be eiitrafted 
"with the education of her daughter; but 
"the fairy Bonabella had anticipated i her, 
^nd undertaken to educ&te the princefs.^ 
BoriabeHa "was* 4h£ declared patronefe 
of the ; kingdom oF iflihtttial Qhc was 
'not itobre than two feet and a half? high;; 
'but her Uttle figure united *very charm 

ia; , •'-• and 
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and grace imaginable. Her only fault 
was extreme vivacity ; her wit feemed 
to feel itfelf too confined in fo little a 
body : ever thinking and ever in a£tionj 
her penetration often carried her beyond 
obje&s, and prevented her difcerning 
more accurately than thofe who could 
hot reach them. Her piercing eye* and 
quick ftep pictured the qualities of 
her mind. In order to remedy this 
excefs of livelinefs, which fools drive to 
imitate, and which, to confole themfelves 
for failing in their attempt, they call gid- 
dinefs, the council of the Fairies had made 
Bonabella a prefent of a pair of enchanted 
fpe&acles and a crutch. The virtue 0$ 
the fpe&acles confided in weakening: the 
fight, and thereby riioderating the>- vivi- 
-city of the 'mind by fhe conne&ion af 
the foul and bodyi --'■'> This firft gave rife 
to the ihventi6n of fpe&acler; whidh 
have been firice put to a ufe dire&Iy 
? : 'O 4- - J oppofitoj 
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oppofite j and thus it is that every thing 
is abufed. But what proves how much 
fpettacles hurt the mind is that we fee 
old guardians every day deceived by 
young unexperienced lovers, and no fault 
can be found but with the fpe&acles. 
<As to the crutch, it ferved to render 
Bonabella's walk more fteady, by flacken- 
ing her pace. However, (he made no 
ufe" of the prefent of the Fairies but in 
managing delicate points : fhe was, be* 
fides, the bed creature alive; an open 
foul and a tender heart uniting with her 
vivacity rendered her adorable. 

The Fairies who met at the birth of 
-the princefs now thought of endowing 
her, according to cuftom ; and, like true 
women, began their gifts with beauty, 
graces, and every external charm ; when 
, Harpoona, whofe malice was more vigi- 
lant than the benevolence of the others, 
grumbled between her teeth : " Yes, 

<c yes, 
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€c yes> your gifts are all in vain : you 
" will never make any thing more qf 
" hex than a pretty fool, I warrant you ; 
u for I beftow upon her ftupidity the 
€C the mod complete." With which fhe 
left them. The Fairies foon became fen- 
fible of their negligence } but Bonabella* 
putting on her Fpe&acles, declared thai 
file would fupply by education the child's 
deficiency of natural genius. To this 
the other Fairies added that, in order to 
remedy in part an evil which they could 
not absolutely remove, the princef&'s iia- 
becility fhould ceafe the moment fhe felt 
the paffion of love. The woman that 
needs only that remedy is not altogether: 
bopelefs. Bonabella, taking Zirphilla in 
her arm?, tranfported her to her palace, 
notwkhftanding all the fnares of the 
wicked Fairy. 

Meanwhile all Harpoona*s care waa 
to give her pupil the worft education {he 

05 could 
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could conceive, in order; to ftqother his 
'tinderftandihg by a vicious cultivation!. 

As 3he hoped, on the one hand, thit 
'ftupidity would render all the care thit 
anight be ' taken of Zirphilla unavailing, 
*on the other (he ordered 4he governors 

* of the young ptince to fpeak to 'hint only 
: about ghoft Si goblins, ' ahd 4he grept 

beaft, ahd to read fairy tales: to hiiii, 
'to filf his' head with a thoufand non- 

* fenfical things* "What the Fairy through 

* maKce then invented, has through foHy 
been preferred to our days. 

4 As the prince grew older? the Tatty 
" fent^ every r where formatters* and as hter 

* * • 

wickednefs knew no bounds, ihe changed 

. > ■ ■* - . 

' the nature of their teaching- She en. 
' gaged a celebrated phrlofopher, the New. 
~ ton or Locke of that time, to teach the 
prince riding and fencing; a mufician, 
: dancing-mailer* wid * lyric poety to in* 
; ilx^uft him- m reafoning j .att* ft' A£fall 
; : th« 



i 
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the reft. They agreed tcTthis malicious 
arrangement of their tSTenfS ^kh the 
3 left dilficWty, thatmoft'infftVuft6t^p^Ue 
themfelves particularly on knowledge ahd 
ikiir r otit °of : their 'prdfcffion. ^ What a 
number of perfon^xW wte fee who appaar 
to have- had fimilar fteps tfckefc in thfeir 
etlucationi :; : (;: ll * vl ••• i; '■ ■'*'•* 
v Wrth-fo many precautions, Harpoona 

r 

nevef doubted the ftfcfcefs of he* plah ; 
howHreiyih fpite of fbfe leflbrf* of ill his 
ttaftersj' Acajou perfected himfdf iii ? all 
his perforial exercifesi it is true, he Hid 
not acquire any ' ufeful knowledge, but 
thdri ferf or gained : no empire over hisriiiiid. 
Happy amends ! Next to good leficms, 

* 

ridiculous bnes are the mo'ft ufeful > tod 
thofe of the matters of Acajou fhieltied 
him from their precepts. He grew b<*au« 
tiful as Love, was a pi&ure to look at* 
and all his graces unfolded themfelves. 
Harpoona ' flattered herfelf that allnhis 
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was expanding for her : let her continue 
to flatter herfelf, and let us fee what 
happened. 

While Harpoona was labouring with 
all her might to make a fool of Acajou, 
the fairy Bonabella almoft loft her own 
wits in ftriving to furnifli Zirphilla with 
ibme. The court of the little Fairy was 
the refort of all who were amiable in the 
kingdom of Minutia. On the evenings 
that fhe gave parties nothing could equal 
the brilliancy of the converfation. It 
did not confift of difcourfe containing 
only common fenfej it was a conftant 
flafhing of wit : every body fpoke j none 
anfwered to the point: the company 
under flood one another perfe&ly, or Qot 
at all, which among brilliant folks comes 
to the fame thing : exaggeration was the 
favourite and fafhionable figure j with- 
out lively feelings or important objjefla 
the language appropriate to them was 

always 
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always ufed, a change of weather was 
tnqft dreadful, the effeft of a ribbon of 
a feather was exquijite, and in the (hades 
of the fame colour a world of difference 
was to be found : overftrained expref- 
fions were exhaufted on trifles, To that 
if by chance fome violent palfion took 
poffeflion of the mind the perfon who 
felt it had no words to diftinguilh it, 
and was reduced to filence, which gave 
occafion to the proverb— /&? great paf* 
Jions are dumb. 

Bonabella did not doubt that the edu- 
cation Zirphilla received at her court 
would in the end triumph over her ftupi- 
dity, but the charm was very powerful : 
flie grew daily more and more beautiful, 
and more and more foolifh. She dreamed 
inftead of thinking, and never opened 
her lips but to fpeak nonfenfe. Though 
men are iiot very difficult as to the con- 
vention of a pretty woman, and always 

think 
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in which he found himfelf* He began 
to form wiflies which, having no deter- 
mined objeft, fought one every where;, 
and he already felt that he had a heart* 
to beftow. He became fubjeft to a 
pleafing kind of melancholy, which he 
fought to cherifh in folitude, though at 
the fame time he fighed for ibme one to 
diffipate his heavinefs. He retired to 
the remoteft parts of the grounds, where 
he endeavoured but with little fuceefe 
to clear his ideas of the cloud which 
enveloped them. 

Harpoona well acquainted with the 
nature of Acajou's dUbrder, flattered her- 
felf that he would ere long look to her 
for relief ; but was chagrined to fee that 
the careffes {he lavifhed on him only dif~ 
gulled him, and put him out of humour. 
Carefles fpontaneoufly offered rarely fuc- 
ceed, and more rarely ftill* are they of- 
fered when they are worth feeking. 

Harpoona 
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Harpoona was now in defpair. It had 
been determined by the council of Fairies 
that the prince fhould remain in her 
hands only till the age of feventeen years, 
after which (he fhould have no power 
over him. The kings of Acacia and 
Minutia were impatiently waiting that 
happy moment to unite their States by 
the marriage of their children. 

The genius Podagrambo was no fooner 
apprized of this defign, than he fwore 
that it fhould never take place. He 
ordered a fuperb equipage, and repaired 
to the court of Bonabella, where he was 
received with that kind of politenefs with 

* 

which it is a rule to treat the great, but 
which implies no contract of efteem. 

Not to lofe time in fuperfluous com* 
pliments, he immediately declared his 
fentiments to Zirphilla, that is to fay, 
the paflion (he had infpired him with. 
The young princefs, who had not learned 

m to 



138 THE KNIGHTS ERRANT. 

to diffemble, did not make him long Ian* 
guifh, but frankly declared the repug- 
nance (he felt to him. He was extremely 
furprifed at it, but,, inftead of defpond- 
ing, he undertook to conquer her heart, 
in order to obtain her hand. Accord- 
ingly, he took a great deal qf pains to 
ftudy all the means of pleafing r unfor- 
tunately, they are not to be acquired by 
ftudy. He tried to imitate the beaux 
of the court ; but what only made them, 
ridiculous rendered him difgufting. There 
are abfurdities which do Hot fuit all kinds 
of vifages, and there are fome not incom- 
patible with the graces : Podagrambo had 
W pretenfions to the latter j the more 
J he attempted to play tlie coxcomb, the 
more he evinced he was but a blockhead. 
At length, for I hate long ftories, after 
wearying the court with his follies, and 
Zirphilla ft ill more with his impertinent 
'nonfepfe, he was no further advanced 

thaa 
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than * on the firft day : he was thought 
to be the m>oft infipid Genius ever feen ; 
an opinion repeated from the apartments 
Jo the outer hall. 

Podagrambo began to fufpefr that he 
was the talk of the whole Court. This, 
however, was not owing to penetration^ 
but to a habit common enough among 
fools, of thinking extremely well of them- 
ielves, yet tyfpe&ing that others talk ill 
of them* In his paffion he returned 
home to meditate fome fignal vengeance, 

jand to concert with Harpoona the means 
of carrying ,o£F the princefs. Bopabella, 

paving foxefeen the defigns which might 
be formed againft her dear Zirphilla, had 

,gi ven her; a . fcarf, the charm oif which 

-was fuch that l^e who wore it need fear 

^no violence* 

While popr Acajou was pnable to 

.(bake off the melancholy that confumqd 
him, Zirphilla laboured under a (imilar 

.j* yr milady. 
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malady. They often walked out alone ; 
and when chance led them, on their re- 
fpe&ive fides, near to the palifade which 
feparated the gardens of the two Fairies* 
they felt themfelves attracted by an un- 
known force, and (lopped by a fecret 
charm. They refle&ed on the pleafure 
they enjoyed in that fpot, the mod neg- 
leded one on either fide ; they went there 
every day, and the night could fcarcelj 
tear them from it. 

One day when the prince was buried 
in thought near this palifade, a figh 
efcaped him : the young princefs, who 
was on the other fide in a fimilar ftate, 
heard it. Affetted by it fhe colleded 
all her attention, and liftened. Acajou 
fighed again. Zirphilla, who had never 
comprehended any of the fine things that 
had been faid to her. underftood this 
figh with admirable penetration, and di~ 
reftly anfwered it with another. 

Thefe 
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Theffc two lovers, for fuch .they were 
from that moment, mutually understood 
€ach other. The language of the heart is 
univerfal ; it requires only fenfibility to 
underftand and to fpeak it. Love at the 
inftant (hot a flaming arrow into their 
hearts, and a ray of light into their 
minds. The young lovers having heard, 
endeavoured to get a fight of each other 
to come to a better underftanding. They 
went forward, looked about, and putting 
afide the boughs of the fhrubs faw each 
other. Heavens ! what tranfports ! They 
remained for fome time immoveable, 
v then trembled at the novelty of the plea- 
fure they experienced. They took eafch 
other by the hand, and after a few words 
Hammered out, gazed in filence. They 
fooa, however, found their tongues, and 
alked a' thoufand queftions without giv- 
ing or waiting a full anfwer : they were, 
.however, perfectly fatisfied with what was 

faid 
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faid on both fides, and had their doubts 
cleared up : they, at leaft, underftood 
that without knowing it they had wifhed 
for this meeting, that they had found 
what they wanted, and that they fufficed 
for each other. Acajou, who had never 
Teen any other than Harpoona, felt him- 
felf tranfported into a new world ; and 
Zirphilla, who had not paid the flighted: 
attention to the men at Court, thought _ 
fte beheld a new being. Acajou killed 
the hand of Zirphilla. The poor child, 
-who did not think that (he was granting 
a favour, far lefs committing a fault, 
allowed him to do as he pleafed. Acajou, 
whofe intentions were too good to fup- 
pofe that cafeffes could offend any body, 
redoubled his, and Zirphilla returned 
them very freely : not having the leaft 
idea of vice, fhe could have bone of 
fhame. 
Thefe amiable children were fo intoxi- 
cated 
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cated with their happinefs, that they 
forgot every thing elfe and never thought 
of parting. But as they were much 
later than ufual in returning from their 
walk, Harpoona and Bonabella went out 

» r 

to look for them, calling each on her 
fide. Our lovers, frightened at their 
voices, parted relu&antly j but the hope 
of returning to enjoy the fame pleafdres 
made them retire, dreading that their 
meeting would be prevented if it were 
fufpefted. Love, bold in its <iefifes, is 
timid in its pleafures. 

The image of Zirphilla, engraven oin 
the heart of Acajou, rendered Harpoofia 
more horrible to his fight than ever. As 
to Zirphilla, though (he was obliged to 
iufpend the pleafure of feeing Acajou, 
that which (he had juft enjoyed gave new 
hi ft re to her beauty, and fpread an air 
of fatisfaftion over all her perfon. Plea- 
fure embelliihes, and love enlightehs. 

Nothing 
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Nothing could equal the furprife occ&- 
fioned throughout the Court by Zir- 
jphillaV wit. It happened that very eve- 
ning that Bonabella had a very great 
rout, where an attempt was made to 
play off thofe jokes, fo common among 
the half-witted, who delight to fliow 
their fuperiority over others a little more 
foolifh than themfelves : poor Zirphilla 
had been frequently made the butt of 
them. She, from that night, replied to 
them fo aptly, fo neatly, and at the fame 
time with fuch good humour, that the jeft- 
ingladies (for ladies they furely were) were 
aftonilhed at the good fenfe of her re- 
plies, and mortified with the very looks 
tfcat accompanied them ; the men were 
charmed, and applauded ; Bonabella wept 
for joy, and the ladies coloured with 
paffion. They had before found it diffi- 
cult to pardon the beauty of Zirphilla 
when balanced by her ftupidity; but 

there 
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ther« tyiis - no ' longer qny I Mety^iM tk&i 
?ad 7 {he had fto other refowcf ttfri'tdfe* 
wfeked; a quality which oftafr compel* 
one to r^fpeft what pae cannot but tfttc^ 
Th* little princefs was too toll bfem ta 



"•■-' t 
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Idopt , means & vtte* ;! ' - 
, However, the young lovert haft pMb 
fited too much hyt t^e jftft teflon of iBve 
not to return tc^his fchool. What haph 
j>ihef$i to ^ain iaftnu&ioa^by plcafwe.l t 
Lovers, lik^ rohtJers,' tike at &[Aiaft 
peifluous precautions^ which ihtp §mi&* 
Silly neglect, then forget hecefl&ry'OfieQ 
%tii ate caught : . this prt q&ly ; i^pewft 
to ?our itnpcudent ydung ! people,! !wb# 
were furprifed by thewGfctthifc* Fot>hi 
e&tfl onlyiorixtRe^ewrtftPS iof .-the Jjfafifile. 
Poe evening ~ h* :» pptcei vsd > thfefd ^aung 
lowers taking ^tavc,^whicbifirefl Mm withr 
ragfc; but as. it -wis obao&iw maxima 
oeyer $h 4o$&ny thi^guMiithorit jfcakingj 
advice, tft wgli Jic ilway^ afwwarcts a£te& 
^,tfQU\iiu h according 
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aw a r din g to hit opinion, be refolved to 
tenfitft Harpootuu The wicked Fairy 911 
learning this news threw herfelf into the 
m& violent paftah and the Genius af- 
filed fcer thai there was no other way 
of revenging herfelf than by carrying off 
the pnncefc. 

Though the Fairy was as enraged as 
hfcnfelf, fte fiill preferred keeping her 
rival at a diftance to feeing her in the 
place with her lover } the therefore 
her uneafinefs, and told the 
Ovmqs that it behoved him to undertake 
Aat eq*rprife, tattering herfelf that he 
wovld never have fenfe enough to carry 
k into e*ecntk*n 

Early in the morning Podagrambo hid 
fejmfetf behind a tree, near the palifade, 
where the lovers were to meet. Acajou's 
mafters were ordered to prolong their 
tetTcpis, that he might not beat the place 
of readesvontbefipe the priwefe. 

Acajou, 
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Acajou, who Was naturally of a mild 
difpofition, was, for the firft time, out 
of temper : equanimity and paffion are 
incompatible. While he was fretting, 
the tender Zirphilla went to the palifade, 
and was uneafy at not finding her lover 
there, as he ufually came before ber« 
She looked every where, and at laft yen* 
lured into Harpoona's grounds, where 
fiife pafied clofe by the Genius. At fight 
of him file was feized with terror, and 
attempted to fly, bat with fach little 
caution that lie left her fcarf hanging on 
the branch of a tree *hfc$k had caught it. 
The Genius fttsed her inftantly by the 
fm: " Aft, ah \ n cried he, "my 
a pretty innocent, you come hare in 
" fearch of a marmouftt, and walk far 
«• him yon left roe?' 1 Poor Zirphflla 
finding herftlf betrayed even by her fear, 
tfcroegh whkh flie had loft her fcarf, 
had recoutfe to cumulation. She had 

h 2 never 
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Aever been fo clever before (be was in 
love. * 

Though Zirphilla was candour itfelf,* 
flie undercook to deceive the Genius. 
" I am aftoniflied," faid fhe, 'Mlttitfyoif 
'fafcribe to love a mere effeft of my 
c . 6 curiofity, for curiofity it was that 
".brought me into this place ; nor am 
"I lefs furprifed that you fliould have 
^. recourfe to violence, you who may 
a expeft every thing from your birthy 
a and more Hill froifa ycfardbve. 

The Geiius foftened a little at this? 
flattering addrefs ; but though the prin^ 
ceft advJed him to hope' every thing / 
from his mefctt, and though lie \vas fully, 
perfiiaded *of that merit, he would »ot 
let ;hergo. "If your heart/' replied he*, 1 
<5 b£ fo much interefted For me; ybii* 
" ought not to be aver fe to come :fo my 
" palace. All thofc difficuhies of v^t^ari 
u lovers are frivolous -fbnttalities^ ^which^ 
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" only delay happinefs without heighten- 



cc 



ing it/'— " True," faid Zirphilla, "and 
I am ready to accompany you : as a 
*' proof of my fincerity, I beg to take 
? c my fcarf with me, that we may leave 
" behind; us no evidence of my flight 
" and your compulfibn." The; Genius 
was ready to expire ; with ; pleafure and 
admiration at Zirphilla's. prtfence of 
taind. ; . 

t u Now/' cried he> ,c it muftlbe zU 
^ lowed that love gUer women a great 
u deal of wit;; r for* as to me, I'fkould 
V totoer haycl tbciught of thii, and I tfas 
'Aigrififc Awjty like, a t fpoj.^ . & jdag this 
ll^^ngag^d: the fcarf. from, the baugk 
by which it hid been cittght> .anji ce^ 
#eted it to thepriacefs, at the; fa^oe ti«c 
kiflmg her hand : but lhe having nothing 
Wfcs to fear j : repulfed . him with coa- 
tefaft ; « OS y traitor 1" cried, lhe, « or 
? fear the aogcr.of the Fairiefci fthi|fcarf: 
r. k ; h 3 -« is 
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u k to me the pledge of their protec- 
* tion. M As fee faid this (he went 
away, leaving the Genius confounded, 
and held back by a force to which he 
felt that his power was obliged to yield. 
He now had it in his power to admire 
more than he had done Zirphilla's pre* 
fence of mind $ but no doubt his thoughts 
were othcrwife engaged. After remain- 
ing fome time immovable, he retired 
abafhed and in defpair to feek Harpoona, 
and related to her by what charm h9 
power had been rendered ufelefc. 

if the Fairy was vexed at beating of the 
virtue of the fcarf, fte was a little cptt- 
fbled for it by die fcilure of the Genius'* 
enterprize. She concealed from htat, 
however, the difference in their intetefts ; 
qpd, as thefe comforters are nevermore 
eloquent than when under no affli&ion 
thcmfelves, ike confcled him by pro* 
mifing to deftroy the enchantment of 

the 
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the fcarf, and to make him matter of the 
prmcefs. 

The Fairy little knew the nwfortOM 
which threatened herfelf. While fl» wa* 
confulting with the Genius on die «can* 
of re-eftablifhing their power, Acajou 
had haftened to the palifarfc ; after wait- 
ing fome time for ZirphiKa, H» impa» 
patience carried him* iota Bkmabella's 
grounds, and divided bttweea dread and 
defire* he had imperceptibly walked up 
to the very palace. 

The newt of hie arrival war (bon fpread* 
Bonabella went to meet him*, followed 
by her whole court* Acajoe Irene up 
refpe&fully to the little Fairy, and killed 
the hem of her garment. As fotot a* 
his eyes and Zirphitta's met* they ran up* 
to each other, nor were they prevented 
by the prefence of the whole Court from 
giving reciprocally the Inrelieft teftimoniea 

h 4 of 
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of the pleafure they felt in feeing each 
other again. Zirphilla ingenuoufly re- 
lated thi .danger (he had run: and for 
tthfciifthe prince hid become the dearer 
toiler :The more a woman has hazarded,* 
lh^ tplbre J(he is ready to facrifice. Bona- 
bel!a» -palyr^liy indulgent* was not over* 
fempiilqtfs , in e«&nining what there* 
inight' be rf regular ; inthd conduct of the 
young k^vers, it fufifced that Fortune 
}&$\: done all for the beft. 

Harpoona on being, informed -of the 
flight qf-Asajstt fell into; almoft hoifible 
paffiofi, and #ew to demand his being 
delivered up to her* but h^ppHy for 
him, he bad that very day attained his 
feyefite*mb/year> when he was by the de- 
cree of the' Fairies freed from the power; 
of Harpooi>a. , She was Co enraged at 
this that fiie no loagef felt k>ve, a paffioa 
little congeal to, her heart ; and now* 
:> ± \\ full 



/ • 
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full only of projects of nrengeaocfe, Ao 
fet out to apply to the fairy ;tayidiafaj 
to enter into a league with Itaw ,: :l is 

The feafts and rejoicings, occafianed; 
by ihe arriyal of Acajom left t nojtaaeibr 
thinking k>£ Harppooa'a refitment* i I •• * :{ 

Th^ courtiers, moftafliduous to, plcafe j 
ZirphUU, jloft all: their ^tepfionsi oa* 
feemg Acajou. The ladiefc UsuttaGagljM 
admjf$d his beau ty >. and wbepairtc. all tfie 

fec*et rivals of his roiftrofe; -Acajou w^v 
fo abforbed iby his Jove* that hercMd licit/ 
eyen penceiye th$ batteries *hat wcrei 
opetfed uppn ,hiin * iall «hq engines; ©fir 
cfiq»e^y W,er£ dire&ed agakvfthim, tjlkj 
it waajftjlly tfcettaioed • that the hearts i 
of thsfe .leavers were completely fhur to u 
any love, t>Wi that which, they; mdtuallyj 
rqfpired, when it was. generally decided u 
that ZirphilU was becdme even /more?; 
ftnpid Xinge^gie lovejd than flie, pras be- 
fore j ; and L ^gt Acajou's. ; beauty wanted, 
. £ ; ::a ^5 . * exprcflion, 



\ 
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ocpreffioo, thtt k vis not animated, 
that their lcrve wit as ridiculous as ndvtl 
at Court, and was not calculated to pro 
note locicty* 

Accordingly, no further attention was 
paid to them, and tbey were fo much 
eogrofed with each other, that they no 
more perceived the negled than tbey 
h*d obferved the affiduities of the court. 

Bonabella, who before had been fo 
vigilant over the conduct of Zirpbilta, 
while cxpofed to the temerity of the 
beaux of the Court, left her without fear 
with Acajou; for fli* was of opinion, 
that true love is always refpe&ful, and 
that the more a youth loves the left he 
dares attempt. The maxim is delicate, 
but perhaps not abfolutely to be depended 
upon ; however, in the prefent inftance, 
it loft no weight by the event. 

The marriage of the lovers now only 
waited for the kings of Acacia and Mi* 

7 nutia; 
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mrtiaj their ambafladors tfefe arrived^ 
and Had already fettfed every thing; : the 
ttverfes were made and the wedding 
clothes finUhed, fot which the laft Paris 
ft&ions had been fern for, and difplayed 
on doH* of the ftae of Bbnabdla. fa a 
word 9 every thing material was reSuJy, 
and all that remained was to regulate the 
bofinefi of the two States, and the iote* 
reft* of the nations, 

Acajoa and 25rph9fe ilever left one 
another for a moment, and they file* 
quently, to efcape from the buttle of the 
Court, paled dhys in die mdft dHtant 
groves of the park*, where they enter- 
tailed each other with eodttoualty laying 
thofe nothings fb> intettfting to lovers, 
which though iaceffantly repeated, are 
never exhaufted* and are always nevfc 

©tie day as they were enjoying one of 
thefe innocent and delightful cdnverfa* 
tions, the heat of the weather induced 

m 6 Zirphitta 
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Zirphilla tP throw off her Jc^rf to, q^t, 
xppre . ^t her eafe. Harpc^n^ ? w^h^d 
n>^de h^jrfejf invifible t& jfuprjjje tlj^pi*t 
^m&P&TQ jthfq , accompanied b^ 
the fairy Invidiofa, feate4 on a- car drawa 4 
ty pppa)ts 9 and Jurippjided bgr^a.? rpdj^ 
gipus quantity of hearty pierced with, 
arrows* whichj were fp many, talift^a^^ 
the hearts regreienting alj thofe who pay % 
homage to envy, and, the ^arrpws the 
iQerjt rwjiif^ ^cauips th^ tprtur^ of the 




, Harppcmajq^in^dialpljj ftruck Zirphil-, 
1^ wjth her ^ai;d, ^d to^kjhjfr up, in to 
a_cloud, v at the v$ry moment thai Acajou, 
was: kifliijig ( her Jjjajid, The 4 j unhappy 
prince pfpftrated himfelf before the Fairy ^ 
befeeching hereto let the weight of her ven* 
geance fall only. upon him, and to fpare thp, 
princefs : he addrefled he^in vain wjth 
all the eloquence that ^oveapd £enerp», 
lity iB^r^ Xhet cri^ej Fairy, looking. 



THE KNIGHT& EK£4Nlf; ij^, 

a* him with jeyes futt of rage : "~Dar#r 
* c you," cj%lfte, . " hc^e afty f$voucj 
'.?. ; from me? : My h«art now feela onljfy 
u hatred, I am refolv^d* by one blow ton 
c * execute^ my vengeance on you, and on 
" her. whom you love. L am going to> 
c * bear her to ; the arms, of your rival*' 
" whom fee detefts."' ; ■ \ 

: At th.efe words,, the car fle^f through, 
the air, leading Acajpu'iq, the: degpeft, 
defpair. ; V .■:, • > h .; 

; Bonabella was foon ; iijdfct Qt£d by heti 
fkill in fairy fcience of what had. hap-j 
pened ; but it .is th£ roijsforfcune of thofe 
pepple.whp kjjow evsry, tjjiijg -never to> 
forefee a$y thiqg. She imm<4i^ly went 
ip queft of th$j$\#c$ % vyhqifli c (he fpuad 
bathing Zirpl^lla'fc ^^ his: tears*: 
The little £^y laid ev^ry fee could tQ ; 
confole hhrij buf. without $yer being a We 
tp make h^m hear he^ ; Haying led him. 

back to the palace, ahaoft agakift J*i#i 

« 

i '■ will 
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will, (he fttit herfelf up in her cabinet, 
put oa her fpe&acles, and consulted her 
great books to know what (he fliouid do 
m this misfortune. 

The whole court reafoned differently 
or the fubjed : fome fpoke a great deal 
bttt eared little about it ; others without 
laying any thing felt more upon the oo 
cafion. The ladies particularly were not 
much affcded by the k>& of Zirphilla,. 
and feveral of them flattered themfelves 

r 

that they fhould be able to confole tJ^ 
prince. 

All were experiencing that firft bu(H& 
created by a new Court report, during 
which every body fpeaks without know- 
ing on what, when circumftances are given 
in detail for want of the feft itfelf, and 
when fo many words pe& and fo few things 
are laid, when Bonabetla herfelf flew in 
among them, and with great delight in- 
fested them that ZirphiHa might eafily be 

refcued 



THE KNIGHTS ERRANT. %$9 

refcued from the hands of the Genius : 
on which every one became eager to 
know what means were to be employed. 
« LHien,* (aid the Kttfe Riry : •• I haw 
" difcovered that all the power of Po- 
•* dagrambo and Harpoona depends 
** upon an enchanted vale, which they 
•* have in a fecret place in their palace J 
" it is guarded by an under- genius 
" transformed to a cat. It requires no 
" great efforts to get poffeffion of it — aH 
" that is wanted is, that the enterprrze 
•* be undertaken by a woman of unble- 
€i miflied honour, for which we can be 
Cf at no lofs. She will meet with no 
" difficulty ; but any one ef a different 
" character would be foiled in the at* 
••tempt/' 

•* What a happy difcovery 1" exclaim* 
ed a fop : " 1 die to congratulate prince 
H Acajou upon h." — •• Hold your 
•• tongue,** replied the Fairy, •♦ you arc 

a rat* 
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u a rattle: if a fenfxWe man were 
<c wanted, you would not be chofen."— , 
" I am not joking," replied the young 
coxcomb, in an ironical tone, " I anx 
" really afraid here of an emulation in» 
" virtue that may turn to a civil war."— ->. 
" I forefow that difficulty ," replied Bo^ 
nabella, u therefore to remove all ground* 
. cc of jealoufy, I .determine to caft lots.V 
This was immediately done, and the 
name drawn was that of Armina. 

She was a young creature, rather, 
pretty than handfome, lively, wild, a> 
great coquet, free in her language, not 
very circumfpeft in her conduft, confix 
nually ogling, and for ever followed J>y, 
a crowd of young men* > 

Armina heard her name called, without, 
appearing either prouder or more emhar- 
rafled than ufual ; but a certain murmur 
tan round, which did not feem to be a 
very , decided applaufe } from which Bo* > 
, . r " nabella. 



/ 
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• .. . * ■,. - f ■.».,..."* . 

habella ; drew rio favourable omen of 

Fuccefs: fht therefore appointed Zobeidi 

to accompany 1 Atrnmav as* two iriftues 

are better than'one: ' Zabieidfa was'i Kttle 

older and handfomer'than her compa- 

riiori,' arid~w#s V prodigy 6f vfrtue and ri- 

. r » • • • • i t • 

gour : it tyasr ^ven faid that fhe was fa 
Very "ftrf& &i hei* dwri conduct, only * to 
have a right to tear all other women to 
pieces unmercifuIlyV Oh I charmhig pri* 
Vil^e of virtue ! ^ : ' v 

v ; Be that as It taay, tfeey both fee out J 
and repaired According to their inftruci 
tions, td a little building feparated froWl 
Har£oona?4 pafacfc. v Arm*na,'ever lively^ 
talked foreraoflL -They' found W obi 
(lade, but paffecl through ieveral doori 
fchich opened of themfelvesi r At length 
fhey cam© to' fobm where they, perceived 
on a marble flab, a vife of no vfcry . hcW 
liburable form; indeed it was iiot unlikd 
6 cef tain f iifcnfiP 4*vbted- to ^bafe 1 ufes* 
:i I am 
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I am ferry truth admits no nobler image 
of companion. The ladies could never 
have imagined this the treafure which 
they were in fearch of, had not Bona* 
bella defcribed it to them. 

Though the fhape of the vafe was viley 
its virtue was admirable j it delivered 
oracles, and reafoned on every thing like 
a phflofophcr, whence it was great praUe 
to be compared to it for reafoaing. 

Armina and Zobeida found likewH* 
the cat which had been mentioned to 
them. As they (looped to careft him* 
he fcratched Zobeida, but fuSered him? 
fclf to be ftroked by Armina; be drew 
in his claws, put up his back, and (hook 
hit tail in the mod gallant manner. 

Armina, charmed with fo happy a 
beginning, took up the vafe, and was 
carrying it away, when Zobeida thought 
proper to place her hand upon it. She no- 
fooner touched it than there arofe from 

it 
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it a thick fmoke which filled the room j 
and a dreadful noifc was heard. Armina 
was feized with terror, (he let the vafe 
Fall on the flab from whence (he had 
taken it, and at the fame inftant the Ge- 
nius and Harpoona appeared. They 
feized Armina and Zobeida, and ihut 
them up in a dark tower. 

Bonabella was foon informed, as ufual, 
of the failure of the enterprife* She 
looked for the reafon, and informed the 
whole Court that Armina, with all her 
coquetry, was virtuous $ whereas Zobeida 
bad an obfcure gallant, at the very time 
tut wearied every body with the oftenta. 
(km of her pretended purity. 

Bonabella likewife declared, that at 
the vafe was cracked when Armina let 
it fall uppn the flab, the power of the 
Genius, without being totally deftroyed, 
was at teaft very much weakened by the 
accident. 

Acajou 
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Acajou now liftening only, to his 
defpair, vowed to revenge himfclf upon 
the Genius's enchanted vafe, by break- 
ing every veflfel like it that he could 
find, and immediately began with all 
thofe in. the palace, making a. dreadful 
deftru&ion ; in copfequence of which the 
fcandal became .fo great, that BonabeUa 
tried to convince him of the folly of his 
paffion againft fo rn^ny innocent vafe&j 
but (he could never pacify him. > 

In this embarraflmcnt /be had recburf* 
to the council of Fairies. The bufmefo 
appeared very important, $nd it was de<i 
peed, that s as t)ie power of the Genitut 
was weakened, he could not keep >Zir~ 
philla's whole perfon ; and that, withfcut 
lofing her life, her- head {hould be fepa* 
rated from her body, apd tranfported to 
the country of Ideas, till it fhould be re* 
united with the body by him who fliould 
be able to go to that country , and break 
, •• k the 
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the enchantment. Bonabella reprefent- 

• 

ed that it would be fafer to leave the 
head than the body of the princefs in the 
power of the Gfenius, for s fear that he 
might be able* while her head was loft/ 
to make her love him, and marry him at' 
once. The Fairies took this "difficulty- 
into confiderationi and ordered that the 
body (hould remain conftantly enveloped 
m a brifk flame that might prevent any 
one approaching it, him excepted who* 
fhould be mafter of the head. The de- 
cree of the Fairies was executed as foon 
as ena&ed. The Genius undertook the 
adventure, without ever being able to 
approach the country of Ideas* There 
madmen eafily get in, but. fools never. 
As for Acajou, who was diftra&edty in 
love, he had no difficulty in finding the 
way in.'' ■• !■.'<. :,>.«, ■./ 

x The country of Ideas is a very lingular 
one, arid the form of its government Js 
Vl- 8 like 
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like no other. There arc no fubje&s in 
it, every one it king, and reigns indivi* 
dually over the whole ftatc, without 
ufarping any power over the others, 
which are no left abfolute. Among fo 
Biany kings no jealoufy is known, they 
only wear their crown in a different wjty • 
Their ambition it to offer it to every 
body, and to be ready to (hare it : in 
this manner k is that they make con- 
quers. 

The limits of fo many kingdoms in- 
cluded in one are not fixed; each ex* 
tends or contracts them according to his 
plcafere. 

Acajou knew that he was in the king- 
dom of Ideas, by the multitude of heads 
which he met in his way : they came 
eagerly to meet him, and fpoke at once in 
all kinds of languages, and in different 
todes. He looked round for Zirphiik's 
head, but did notice it. He met head* 

. which 
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which after bearing adverfity, were toft 
in profperif y j fome by fbrtufte, other* 
by dignities. He foond heads of pro* 
dtgals, many of sailers, and a great num- 
ber loft in war; feme author's heads loft 
by fuccefe, others by failures ; feretal by 
the appearance of fuecefs, and a muW- 
tade by envy and chagrin at the fucceft 
of their rivals. Acajou found an infinite 
number of heads loft imog*ito> the names 
of wftich he would never mention, and 
which X eannot guefe. What heads of 
philosophers, orators, chymifts, &c. &c. ! 
How many loft by caprice, by indifcre- 
tion, and alternately by Hbertimfm and 
Ibpetftitkra ! 8ome excited companion j 
others he brufhed afide as trovblefome, 
and he fpurned wkh hit feet «U thofeloft 
by envy. 

To find ZirpMlla, Acajou looked for 
Ae head!* which he was told were loft by 
love | but when he examined them dole 

he 
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ke foundry the i*eads' of <toqueis, ; arid 
of fuch as w^re jealous without love* 
The prince, tired of featchii^, ; difcou- 
r^ged by faUiffe^ ?**d Tick of the ilupid 
things h$ .h^ard* retired r tp a grove to 
efcape from th^ mulU?ude of did rafted 
bpadsby wbicji he, was affailed. He 
t^hrew himfelf along upon the grafs, re* 
fledrag on ids misfortune, . As he talk 
(lis eyes around he perceived trees loaded 
yith fruit. Being very faun*,; \te felt a» 
4^fire to eat a pear, and plucked one j 
but fcarcely had he touched the peel with; 
bis knife, when a h^a^ * fprapg out; of it, 
which I# imwedi^tely fcne** tp* J^e r hi* 
^ftt.ZwMlfoV Jt is .hgpoflfcle ' to ex* 
prefs the^ftftn^n^jit apd^eligh.t; of the 
prince, t Ife ^eagqrly &fo ta ^pbr%ce ; ,fq ; 
beloved a head, when it drew ba?k v a few* 
pa>ce§* and fixsd jtfelf' ^pop\a rofe-tige, 
tpj ipjke a ilwd/.of : t)p4y /or r it^l^ 

« and 

/ 
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u and liften to me. All the efforts you 
" could make to take me, would be ufe- 
cc lefs. I would, of my own accord, 
" throw myfelf into your arms if fate 
" permitted j but as I am under . en- 
" chantment, I can be taken only by 
" hands which are fo likewife. Alas ! I 
<c figh after my body, yet do not know 
whether it be ftill worthy of me : it re* 
mains in the hands of the Geqius ; I 
cannot think of it without fhuddering, 
my head turns with the thought."— 
Make yourfelf eafy," replied Acajou, 
th£ Fairies, touched by our misfor- 
tunes, have taken yoar body under 
their protection."— " How you re- 
lieve me!" faid Zirphilla : " at all 
fi events, my dear prince, you know' 
" my whole heart is yours, and you 
44 would be too generous to upbraid me 
" with a misfortune, knowing my in* 
c< nocence."— iC Juftly faid," replied the 
vol. in. i delicate 
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delicate Acajou ; <c but make hade, an3 
" let me know where I may find the en- 
t€ chanted hands you fpeak of." — " Yoa 
will find them vaulting in the park : 
they bejong to the fairy Trafcurante, 
^ho was deprived of them becaufe 
<c (he did not know what to do with 
* c them. I muft tell you the ftory* 
" Once upon a time— M — "Nay, nay,'* 
cried Acajou, impatiently, " I have no 
c< time to hear ftories j provided I have 
<f the hands, I do not care about their 
cc hiftory. I will go after them inftantly/' 
~ <Ci Go/' faid theprincefs, cc and deliver 
" me from the cruel enchantment un- 
cc der which I languish. You may have 
" obferved that all the loft heads in thefe 
" abodes are eager to ihow themfelves, 
€€ without blufliing at their ftate ; it k 
" only I that am obliged to hide, as I do 
** in fruits ; for, being the only head loft 
<* by love, I am an obje# of contempt 

" to 
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<c to the others." The head went on 
fpeaking, though the pripce had left it« 
He had obferved,,that finc^ the princefs 
had become all head, her propenfity to 
ufe her tongue had encreafed. 

He had not proceeded a hundred. paces 
in the park, before he met the enchanted 
hands, fluttering in the air. He ap- 
proached to take them, but the moment 
he attempted to touch them, he received 
fillips from them, which at firft appeared 
to him very infolent s however, his happi- 
nefs depended upon his feizing them, and 
princes will facrifice pride to intereft. He 
ufed all his dexterity to catch the fated 
hands) t&t when he thought he had 
them, they whifked away, giving him a 
flap, or throwing off his hat. The more 
ardent he was in purfuing them, the more 
rapidly they fled before him. The puf- 
fuit lafted fo long, that poor Acajou was 
quite out of breath. 

12 He 
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He flopped a moment, and happening 
to be near a vine-arbour, took a bunch 
of grapes to refrefh himfelf : but fcarce- 
ly had he tafted them, when he felt an 
extraordinary revolution in himfelf; his 
mind became more vivacious, and his 
heart more tranquil. His imagination 
becoming more and more inflamed, all 
<&je&s were pointed in it to the life, 
piaffed away rapidly, and effaced one 
another ; fo that not having time to com* 
pare them, he was abfolutely incapable 
of forming any judgment of them: in a 
word, he was mad. The fruits of this 
gatd^n, by a clofe affinity with the heads 
that inhabited it, poffeffed the virtue of 
deftroying reafon, but unfortunately 
without injuring wit. Acajou accord* 
iflgly becafhe inftantly the wittieft and 
thfe maddeftof princes. 

Tbfc firft effe& of fa fudden a change 

was 
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^was the cooling of the heart. Acajou 
loft all his love j for true love cannot 
exift without reafon. Inftead of that 
tender and refpe&ful ardour he had be- 
fore felt for Zirphilla, he preferved little 
more than a flight remembrance of her* 
He did not even feel compaffion for the 
misfortune of the princefs ; to have loll 
her head appeared to him a pleafant fort 
of a thing: a point of view under which 
minds that have no judgment often 
enough fee the misfortunes of others. 
Self conceit took place of mode II y in 
Acajou^ mind, and fupptied very am- 
ply with pretentions the real merit he 
had loft. " What a fool muft 1 be," 
exclaimed he, " to run after one head* 
" when I might turn the heads of all the 
* c women at the court of Minutia* 
" Come, come, I muft, fulfil my deftiny, 
<c which is to be generally loved and 
" admired, without fating my liberty/* 

1 3 Saying 
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Saying which*, he fet out on his re- 
turn. 

Bonabella feeing Acajou returning 
flew to meet htm, and enquired the fate of 
Zirphilla. The prince informed her that 
fhe was nothing but a head, which could 
not be fettled; that all his pains had 
been fiuitlefs ; and that he had taken his 
refoluiion; obferving that conftancy with* 
out happinefs was the virtue of a fool. 
He uttered a great many fimilar fine 
maxims, which foon difcoyered to Bo- 
nabella that a great alteration had taken 
place in the prince's character ; but that 
he was extremely witty. She was at firft 
forry that he had not brought the prin- 
cefs back; however, as in lively minds 
the prefent objeft always prevails aver 
the abfent, fhe confoled herfelf for the 
lofs of Zirphilla by the pleafure fhe had 
in feeing Acajou again. 

All the Court preffed around him,. 

more 
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more out of curiofity than affe&iom 
They expefted to find only a prudent, 
modeft prince,. to whom they were to at- 
tribute, as ufual, all. that was ridiculous ; 
but they foon formed a more favoura- 
ble opinion of him* His converfation 
became animated and brilliant. The 
attentive reader no doubt remembers 
that the Fairy's fpe&acles ferved to 
fhorten the fight-; (he had taken them 
off to fee the prince at a greater dift- 
3nce, as he was returning, and not 
having put them on again, (he reafon- 
ed blindly. Acajou never held his 
tongue a moment, but faid a thoufand 
extravagant things in a breath, which, 
excited 'the admiration of the whole 
Court, and fet all. the women agog for 
him. They liftened eagerly to him 
and exclaimed : " Ah ! what wit he 
has I" In fhort he was fq be-praifed, 
that even his felf-conceit obliged him 

14 to 
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to blufh at it. It feemed as if the greateft 
good that could happen to a prince was 
to lofe his reafon ; he was univerfally 
congratulated upon it. 

Acajou being now no lenger fubjeft to 
love, became the declared lover of every 
woman ; a rage for intrigue is congenial 
enough with madnefs. He commenced 
with a woman of fome beauty, a free- 
thinker, and fuperior to* prejudices ;, but 
quitted her in a couple of days with con- 
tempt and difguft. His next miftrefs 
was handfome, tender, and mild, and 
might have deferved to be loved, had 
fhe received fewer lovers. Acajou dif- 
dained to fix her, and foon gave her fe- 
veral rivals. Indeed he now only thought' 
of extending his lift, on which a multitude 
\*ere eager to be infcribed* who only 
found him amiable after he became inca- 
pable of love* 

Having 
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leaving fufficiently eftabKflied his re* 
putation by celebrated ladies, he refolved 
to feduce others, only to deftroy the 
fame of virtue which they poffefllcL If 
he heard of a wife tenderly beloved by a 
hufband whom (he adored, (he imme- 
diately became the obje& of his atten- 
tions ; and fuch was the capricious effefit 
of the title of a man of fafhion, that he 
fucceeded by all that (hould have^ eaufed 
him to fail. 

The princess gallantries at Court did 
not prevent his defending to the citizens, 
among whom his fuccefles were the more 
rapid, from the dames imagining that they 
claffed themfelves with women of quality 
in imitating their follies. Even the men* 
inftead of hating, envied him, and court- 
ed him y admiring, though they could 
sot efteem him. 

Though they who employ their time 
word have kaft to fpare, yet the prince* 

i 5 had 
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had many vacant moments, in confe- 
quence of flighting the favours he could 
command. Befides, it is the thing to ap- 
pear fometimes tired of them. He there- 
fore fought a new mode of diffipation in 
fcientific purfuits, ' which was then the 
whim in fafliion. It is true, indeed, 
that to avoid a certain pedantry which 
ftudy often gives, a fecret had been devi- 
fed of being learned without ftudy. 
Every lady had her chemift, botanift, or 
genius of fome kind, juft as they ufed 
formerly to have a fpantel, or a fquirrel. 
Acajou, following this plan, plunged 
headlong into all the branches of fcience 
and literature. He talked of phyfics and 
geometry. He compofed metaphyficaldif- 
fertations, verfes, tales, plays, and operas. 
He excited general admiration. It was 
faid that authors by profeffion were not K>* 
be compared to him. We know thai it is 
only people of a certain fofhion* who have 

i 6 what 
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what is called good ta/le 9 fuperior to all 
the genius in the world,, and without pre- 
Unftonu 

Nothing was ever like the fuceefs of 
Acajou : there wa6 even a colleftion made 
of his bon mots, which became the gene- 
ral favourite reading:, it was entitled;. 
The Complete Jt/ier ; a work very ufe- 
ful at Court, and well calculated to make 
a young man brilliant and infufferable. 

Acajou at length found himfelf weary 
of hi& own fucceffes ; he had never fub- 
ftituted any thing but pleafure for love j 
to pleafures literary affectation had fuo 
ceeded: difguft produced almoft the ef- 
fect of reafon, and rendered his life in- 
fupportable to him* Without being more 
reafonable, he becanie melancholy. Be- 
fjd.es* wit alone has the property of 
creating admiration at firft, and then 
of tiring its admirers. Moft of the. 
women who had been ambitious to pleafe 

16 him, 
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him, began to b!u(h at finding themfelvesr 
cm too crowded a lift, and forfook him. 
He was accu r ed of malicioufnefs, irt writ- 
ing lampoons and creating disturbances ; 
of jefting on hisbeft friends, and turning 
every body into ridicule. He had how- 
ever no bad intention, meaning only to 
divert himfelf in atimfing others : bat the 
world is always unjuft. 

Bonabella, not comprehending how 
her dear Acajou could ceafe to be the 
fafhion, put on her fpeftaeles to judgtf 
impartially, and after examining him 
well, afcertained that he had in fact a 
great deal of wit, but that he was never- 
thelefs mad : upon which fhe requefted 
him to tell her all that he had done in 
the kingdom of Ideas. Acajou, not fuf- 
pe&ing what (he aimed at, gave her a 
very circumftamial account, being ex- 
tremely fond of fpeaking of himfelf. 
When he came to the bunch of grapes 

2 which 
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which he had eat : "Ah/' cried Bona- 
bella, u I no longer wonder that yott 
you have fo much wit."-—** And pray 
why ?" afked Acajou. " Becaufe," 
replied the Fairy, " you have not com- 
$€ mon fenfe." — ** A pretty inference !*• 
faid Acajou. " I know/' replied Bona* 
bella, " that you have too much wit to 
*' be eafiJy perfuaded^ efpecially when 
reafon is fpoken to you ; but know, 
this is becaufe you have loft yours* 
" The fruits of the country of Ideas are 
deadly poifons to reafon ; we have for* 
tunately a remedy for it here. I have 
a vine poflefled of virtue to deftroy 
wit: it is known only to myfelf; I 
foiuetimes give a little of it to thofe 
" about me, wbofe imagination is too 
" lively, and 1 wifli you to tafte forae." 
— - M 1 fee folks here," replied Acajou, 
" who mull certainly have eat of its grapes 
" to excels $ but I proteft I have no inclu 

€i nation 
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" nation to try it. Befides, what a glorious 
a fecret is that of becoming rational by 
u lofing wit !"*— « There is not a furer," 
interrupted the Fairy, u and you have 
c « more to fpare than any body/* Bona- 
bella, on this head, faid many flattering 
things to the prince/ She knew that 
wit was more readily feduced by felf-love* 
than perfuaded by reafon. However; 
Acajou, in fpite of all Bonabella's elo* 
quence, was mad enough to relolve not 
to part with wit : that work was re-- * 
Feferved for love* 

The prince had never tafted real plea^ 
fure, for his defires had been always an- 
ticipated ; hi;s fancies craved only the 
novelty of obje&s, and that is foon worn 
out by vivacity. He had funk into a ftate 
of languor, from which he was at times 
roufed by caprice, to be again plunged 
into it # . Love, whofe firft darts Zirphilli 
had made him feel, revived the moment 

that 
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that the intoxication of the fenfes was 
diffipated, and that vanity was no longer 
fed. He felt a void in bis heart, which 
love alone could fill. The misfortune of 
thofe who have once loved, is to find 
that nothing can replace love* 

Acajou confided the (late of his feel- 
ings to Bonabella, and befought her to 
let him fee Zirphilla again, as he fliould 
equally lofe his wit, if he were longer de- 
prived of her. The Fairy then took her 
crutch, and led Acajou into a garden, 
with which (he alone was acquainted* 
In this garden there was a * number of 
trees, loaded with the fined fruits in the 
world, of which each had its peculiar 
virtue on the mind. 

Some eradicated the fpirit of gaming, 
fo fatal, j others the fpirit of contradic- 
tion, fo inconvenient in fociety ; s tfiefe 
the fpirit of domineering, fo infupportt- 
i • > * ■ *■ a Die • 
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able : thofe the fpirir of bufinefs* Co 
ufehil to the pofleflbr of ir, and fo oppref- 
iive to others -, leveral, in fliort, the fa* 
tirical fpirit, fo arhufing and fo abhorred j 
and its reverfe, (till more dangerous, the 
fpirit of compliance and flattery. We 
never fee any of thefe excellent fruits 
among our defetts. It is a great pity 
that this delicious garden is not open to 
all conceited wits; they would return 
more amiable, without being greater fools 
than they are. I fhould fend thither in 

the firft place * * • ♦ * 

* * * « # m 

[Here are wanting feveral Jheets, of 

greater extent than ail the reft of the 
work.} 

Bonabella having carried Acajou up to 
the vine, the grapes of which eradicated 
the fpirit of preemption, of affectation^ 

and 
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and of felf conceit, defired him to gather 
a bunch ; then putting on her fpettacles, 
and prefentiag him Zirphilla's fcarf ; 
" Prince," faid fhe, " take this fcarf: 
when you arrive in the country of 
Ideas, you will only have to let it fly 
in the air, holding it by one end, and 
" the .enchanted hands, which you ran 
" after in vain, will come to feize it, 
" when yott may catch them ; you will 
u then make yourfelf matter of the prin- 
" ceft's head. When you want to eat 
" or drink, you need oiily take fome of 
f( thefe grapes, which will be enough 
" for you : you mud iikewife give fome 
'< of them to Zirphilla, in order to difpel 
• ; the vapours which mud have a little 
" impaired her head. Without this pre* 
" caution you would find her fo different 
" from her felf, that after being ifrcon* 
" ftant through madnefs, you might 
" well become fo again with reafon, 

" When 
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u When you have the head* we fhalF 
<c foon be in poffeflidn of the body, by 
** that attra&ion, which, m women, \$ 
" the caufe of the head carrying away 
the body. Tou had beft, before you 
go r eat fome of thefe grapes." 
Acajou hefitated a little; but prompt- 
ed by the defirc of feeing Zirphilla again, 
and thinking perhaps his wit proof 
againft every thing, he put a few of 
the grapes into his mouth. The efFedt 
of them was fudden j, he felt as if he had: 
been enveloped in a cloud juft diffipated ; 
and as if a veil was removed from before 
his eyes. Objects now appeared very 
different to him ; he bluflied and ventur- 
ed to f peak only to exprefs his gratitude 
to the Fairy. When he returned to the 
palace, he found on his table a- collection 
of his works, which he read to judge of 
the (late of his mind. He could not now 
conceive that he had had the folly to- 

, compofe 
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compofe therh : he yawned in reading 
his novels and comedies, and that very 
evening hifled one of his operas. 

Acajou, having wearied the court with 
his extravagances, and being now, by the 
recovery of his reafon, weary of it in his 
turn, fet out the very next morning be- 
fore day, and got into the country of 
Ideas as fpeedily, guided by love, as he 
would have done, had he been guided by 
madnefs. He foqnd the fame obje&t 
which he had met thfe firft time, and fol- 
lowed exaftly the advice of Bonabella* 
By the help of his fcarf, he made himfelf 
matter of the enchanted hands ; on which 
he immediately went in fearcK of Zir- 
philla's head, and to find her cut open a 
prodigious number of pears without fuc- 
cefs. He then attacked peaches and me- 
lons, and was making a terrible havock 
among the fruits, when he heard a loud 
burft of laughter. He looked round 

to 
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to fee whence it came, and perceived 
the head of the princefs, who inftead 
of coming to him, made a joke of his 
fearch and of his folicitude. 

As ab fence weakens love, and mad- 
nefs is infe&ious, the head of Zirphilla 
had loft much of the livelinefs of its paf- 
fion, and was beginning to accommo- 
date itfelf to the new country which 
(he inhabited. This called forth a figh 
from Acajou } but recolle&ing the vu> 
tue of the wonderful grape, a bunch 
of which he had with him, he threw 
fome of them to the princefs's head* 
which fwallowed them playfully. Its 
difcernment was inftantly . reftored : it 
flew to meet the enchanted hands, with 
which the prince received it. Nothing 
could equal his tranfports. He let the 
hands go where they would, and thought 
only of the precious head of his. dear Zir r 
philla, which he almoft devoured with 

kifles ; 
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kiffes ; kifles (he had no power to pre- 
vent, though (he bluftied as red as Ver- 
million through fhame. It was per- 
haps a piece of fuperfluous modefty, 
as in the fituation ihe was in, no great 
harm was to be feared from the ca- 
reffes of her lover. 

Acajou wrapped his fcarf round the 
princefs's head, and once more took the 
way ro Bonabella's palace. Being fur- 
prifed by night, and a terrible florin 
coming on, the prince was obliged to 
feek a place of fafety : not for himfelf it 
will* be readily imagined, for lovers and 
princes fear nothing ; but he was anxious 
to (belter Zirphilla : befides, in the dark 
he might well be afraid of running the 
princefs's head, or his own, againft fotne 
tree. In this perplexity he faw a light at 
a diftance, towards which he directed his 
fteps. After walking fome tim6 in dan- 
ger of breaking his tiear eft* head* that 

is 
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is to fay, the princefs's, he arrived at a 
pavillion at the end of a garden, at the 
door of which he knocked. Prefently 
there appeared an old woman with a 
candle in her hand, who in a growling 
voice alked who he was, and what he 
wanted ? Acajou did not much care to 
make himfelf known in a fituation fa 
unbecoming his rank. He hefitated a 
moment what to fay he was, and his head 
being full of the original caufe of his 
misfortunes, and of all the pottery he had 
broken fince a certain time, he replied, 
without knowing well what he faid, that 
he was t a poor lad who mended broken 
crockery, and came to beg for a night's 
lodging. On hearing this the old wo* 
man's countenance foftened a little: 
€i You are welcome," faid ihe, <c you 
«* may do me a piece of fervice ; I have 
* c here an earthen utenfil cracked, which 
" you ihall mend for me." Saying 

which 



TfiE KNIGHTS ERRANT. 191 

tvhich the old woman ported away to 
bring this precious piece of furniture, 
and returning with it gave it to Acajdu 
to fet to work upon. The prince, as 
much alhamed of the trade he had 
adopted, as of the fir ft ufe he was called 
upon to make of it, took the machine 
from the old woman ; but recolle&ing 
the terrible oath he had fworn not to 
fpare any fuch bafe (haped vafes till he 
had broken his princefs's enchantment, 
he remained awhile wavering between the 
dread of perjury and that of violating the 
laws of hofpitaltty. His oath at length 
prevailed, and throwing the vile utenfil 
againft the wall, he broke it into a thou* 
fand pieces. 

I know not' whether the reader be 
(hocked at the rudenefs of Acajou, but 
he will be very much aftonifhed at the 
event, if he has not by a lingular fagacity 
already forefeen it. Be that as it may, 

thofe 
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tbofe who are not gifted with fo muck 
penetration will be glad to know that 
this bafe utenfil was the fatal vafe on 
which depended the power of the Genius 
and of the Fairy, and which they had 
trufled to the care of this old hag. It 
was fcarcely broken when a clap of thun- 
der and hideous fcreams were heard* 
The cattle was deftroyed, the palace 
thrown down. The Genius and the 
Fairy, a prey to their impotent rage, fled 
into deferts, where they came to a mife- 
rable end. 

Acajou, unmoved by all the wreck 
and con full on, walked forward to the 
terrible place where the body of the prin- 
cefs lay enchanted. The flames by which 
it was defended from the approach of all 
others feparated as he drew near, and 
the moment he presented its head to it, 
the body moved forward to meet it, and 
they were re-united. 

The 
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The Fairy Bohabella appeared at that 

inftant, attended by her whole Court. 

The firft thing fhe thought of was to 

deliver the vi&ims of the wicked Fairy. 

The fluttering hands were difenchanted* 

and reftored to the fairy Trafcur ante, on 

condition of her working with them* k 

is faid that (he afterwards devoted herfelf 

entirely to work, and was the inventreff 

of the art of knotting. 

Armina and Zobeida were releafed 
from their prifon. From that time Ar- 
mina was privileged to do any thing 
without being found fault with. Zobeida 
continued, probably, to live as fhe ufed 
to do, but (he left off talking fcandal. 

Bonabella having attended to the un- 
fortunate, turned all her thoughts on the 
marriage of the lovers. It was folemnized 
with every poffible magnificence. They 
lived happy, and had a great number of 

vol. in. k children, 
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<cWldreH, who were aU prodigies of good 
4epfe, beiqg all barn with an extreme 
jprqpepfity to Jove* 
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CHAP. XH. 

The hiftory returns to Felicia.— The refolntion 
me took, and the commencement of a wonder* 
ful adventure. 

_ ' * ■ • * 

Though in reality De Jobvilk bad tra- 
velled but a very little diftaace frbm his 
Chateau* he had pafled oyer a fcq&fider- 
aWe trad of imaginary regions* *re ftall 
therefore leave him for the prefent «$> 
curfing on fairy ground, and return to 
take a view of his divine miftsefe, the 
lady Felicia. 

" In order to convince you, raft man/' 
fold file to De Joinville, at their laft un* 
fortunate meeting, when her lover bad 
been fo imprudent as to throw his arm 
around her waift, and to kifs with indif- 
erect ardour her facred lips, " in order 

K2 " tO 
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« to convince you, rafli man, of the 
u force of my refentment, I will take 
" the hint you give me \ I will not truft 
€i to your determiiiatidn of abfence, 
c< which want of refpeft, or even impu- 
" xlence, may foon prompt you to 
€i change ; I will myfelf fly fyqm what- 
€C ever place you are likely to be in." - 

• Felicia, thea, juftly enraged againft 
De Joinville, was refolved to put her 
threat into execution. On quitting her 

' rafih to ver (he meditated on removing 
from a place where, tio doubt. ibe would 
be always ex pofed to the importunate 
ardour of a man whom fke could not 
abfolutely hate, but whom her modefty, 
and the laws of refpeft which he had 
infringed, ihould render hateful to her. 
After flie arrived at home, the prepa- 
rations (he was going to make for her 
journey were at firft retarded: by her 
£ghs. A hundred times fhe exdaimfcd, 

" Oh 
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"Oh Heaven ! to what a lot of morti- 
" fication am I referved ! I loved the 
audacious De JoinviHe ; the perfidious 
man, by means of pretended refpe&s, 
" found the way to my heart, and V 
" have the fhame of having betrayed' 
" that I love, to one capable of becom- 
u ing Unworthy of it. What ! could" 
<c not my tendernefs and h» refpeft pro- 
" teft me from the greateft infult that 
" ever could be offered to an unfor- 
fC tunate woman? Oh! ye heavenly 
u powers ! after fuch an a&ion, fmother, 
" oh ! fmother, the flame that yet remains 
" in my heart." Thefe were her fad 
refle&ions : in vain did Dinah exert her- 
felf to foothe her grief, De Joinville was 
a culprit whom nothing could excufej 
from whom it was neceflary to fly. " Let. 
<c us depart," faid (he, " let us remove 
'• to a diftance : I mud j a juft anger de- 
" mands it, and I will nourifh that anger 

k 3 "by 
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" by the aid of abfcnce :— hate fhould 



re 
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now fuperfede the tender femiments I 
felt. But it is not enough to fly, 
I renounce the garments of a fez that 
" might kindle other rafh flames, and I 
" will deprive my fatal beauty of its pri- 
€ ? vilege of charming mankind. Unhappy 
cc Felicia I- expofe yourfelf no longer to 
•f the danger of making impreffions 
c * which only turn to your, confufion; be- 
" ware of giving birth to a love, by which 
*f your lovers punifli you fo cruelly.— » 
• c Dinah ! it is refolded ; let fome male 
" attire be brought to me. There is 
" plenty of different kinds in the houfe ; 
" take one for yourfelf : I am in hade 
<€ to throw off mine j the very fight of 
(€ which keeps alive the remembrance of 
'* the mortification I have received." 

Felicia being a widow, Dinah had no 
difficulty in finding male apparel. She 
brought feyeral fuits, from among which 

her 
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her lady chofe fuch as (he thought be- 
came her moft. Dinah alfo metamor- 
phofed herfelf* and taking two of the. 
bed horfes from the ftable* fet out, both 
in their difguife. 

Felicia, with a thoughtful air, abforbed 
in a melancholy reverie, took; the &sfc 
road that offered! For the firft three ot 
four hours fee rode through a wild kind' 
of a country :* there was- nothing to in- 
terrupt her fad thoughts, fave, now and* 
then, fome feepherds* piping ruftic airs, 

Felicia, in the caufe* of her difguife,* 
and in the difguife itfelf, too much re-* 
fembled many m&keffes* whofe hiftory 
fee had read, not to feel ail thepleafure 
of a fituation which had the atr of fo 
great an adventure. She at once 6gured< 
to herfelf ail that (he had read like it ;; 
ftrength and courage took pofleflion of 
her heart ; and, anxious to add another 
example of what a woman can fometunes 

K 4- do, > 
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we will in future diftinguifh her. Thee* 
dore, then, determined to explore the 
cavern, while Fabio flood at the entrance 
fword in hand, with a firmnefs wor- 
thy the kind of life (he had embraced. 
Theodore proceeded, having alfo his 
fwqrd in his hand : a frightful dark- 
^ef$ for a confiderable time prevented 
hkn > from exaqiiaing what the place 
WW in which he was advancing. Some 
pfcrsiftg fcreams flackened bis ardour a 
little; he ihuddered, and his intrepidity 
jjfckted j^n f^mempments to the horror 
W( f|i<^ *n sdyeFrtwff.i He fe}t his cou- 
*dgS:V5WW, feW: animal by thp noble 
ttfteQ^^fyhavisig nptfiipgjto reproach; 
WmfeJf;wjik f hiefro^eediedr cutwg: w*l^ 
b& : fofere to the right *nd left. 
v Jt& fac94w6&*$r. th* ffi^s he heard 
«t*eafe*i ; tfeaj wrf/drwdWi cri^, to 
wifei^f^ va^lWg^^^th, of \h4 «MMH 

hsfci* £*^& jfeat tttifc^d&mi pwfl 

tucking and diffutk A clanking of 

chains 
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chains alio ftruck his ear,, but nothing- 
could be fee fox the impenetrable dark*- 
nefs with which he was furrounded. 

Having walked on a long time, hiV 
fteps and* fword were at length impeded : 
by a gate* which he conceived to be of \ 
brafs. The noi£ he made ia finking it 
was- followed by a horrible voice, which 
cried : " Wretch ! whoever thou art V 
" what Cornell $09 ,tp feek in thefe * 
1 abodes i?rrt\ Ipx**?!' replied Theb- ; 
dorefcj"i to pipye^y courage, and againflj : 
'* thee, if thou deferveftr by thy crimes; 
<# s niy noble r r^g£, ,^d ; ajgainft all thy 
c ^rinfetnous cp^paiup^ who appear to / 

» apt* tea vm* ifc ^^¥^^l 9 

«* an£ |*tiabJte jfar^n^ ,that are heard* _ ' 

r r <- Sayulgi thi$> ; $e <$wge of Theodore 

became^fittner than ever, and he^dd^4 J t • 

«« opcto, ,cx tdfejtf • my ;\x^eq^i"~~ 

v i k 6> 4 * texwr** 
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€< terror with which this place, this very 
gate, and the cries you hare heard, 
fhould infpire you : return, and fly 
#c from the horrid woes which await you, 
".if you perfift in ftaying."—" I little 
€i fear the woes with which thou threat- 
€c \'eneft me/' replied Theodore, cc I will 
€s run the rilk of them; but let the in- 
" trepidity of my mind, and 'the cbnfempt 
ir I fhow for whit thou haft laid, be- as 
46 much a caufe of terror to thee, a* thoir 
** imagineft this adventure fhinifcL be to 

Theodore,' without waifing a further* - 
reply, "knocked fUriBtifty wkfr the hilt bf » 
his ;{word/agaillft ftte gate/ w&ichkpre^ 
fently bpened with a fright^tiitoHeiac-- 
cbmpanied by a thbufarid <hofr#i yeHs, 
and the clafhing of arms. * Theodore, 
drew new courage from the novelty of 
tfie. advenVure : he entered/ tout daijca&fs 
deceived his valour, xonc&tiftg a danger ^ 

that 
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that lay immediately before him. He 
had fcarcely advanced, when meeting 
with deep defcending fteps, hq tottered, 
plugged forward, fell, and rolled down*. 
wards for a long time, without letting hi& 
fword go. At the end^ot his fall he found* 
himfelf in a gloomy place, at the top q£ 
which hung a imall lamp that threw adinx 
light, fcstrdely fender ing thfe neareft obje£U; 
toitvifibJe. The place refeiiabled a cellar*, 
bat a putrid fmell alraoft overpowered . h i% 
fenfes, and he moyed forward in hope oi 
finding ah i flue, lea ding oat of this difmat 
rauk. He had fqarcely lafceniwo ftepa 
when two lifetef* bodies .flopped him* 
Horrible ! but. Theodorey .: nomi eacaltedl 
b(jr theilrbdiances whitlx Felicia :had rodi,- 
was hod ttybe difoaayed by' an fcheqtt&Gty 
the very recital o£. which; ii^eridughL ttf 
terrify: with intrepid confidence fhe 
kicked;* tfee Jwdiesaaut 6£ hte way^ ; U 



n- 
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His eyes were now caught by & door ex-> 
tremely low : he did not befitate paffing 
through it ; nothing could flop him. He 
came into a gallery of confiderable length, 
lighter than the vault. Here he met no- 
body, and went on into another gallery, the 
extern of which the eye could not reach, 
lighted up with an infinite number of 
luftres. But, Heavens! what a fight- 
now ftruck his eyes ! He faw a prodi- 
gious number of extremely handfonae 
women ; fo me walking to and fro in a \ 
fejvguid manner, - and with a death-like 
pajtenef* in their faces f others, fitting on ^ 
chairs, and lifting to heaven their eye* 
fcathed i» tears, as if imploring to. he 
rekafed from the date in which they, 
wsrepafcd others, again^ fttelched <«** 
teds -fobbing or groaning i in . fleep. • ' 
a. Tbofo that werfc walking gave a fcrean* * 
of furprifir at feeing .Theodore sitec jotith! • 
Jrii fword drawn* The martial and even - 

: ftera 
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(tern look, which his adventure had im- 
pre (Ted upon his countenance; at fir ft 
frightened this fad troop : but obferving 
their fear he lowered his fword, and ad-, 
vancing mildly, convinced them that he 
was not come to hurt them. 

They recovered from their fears, which 
were even fucceeded by a kind of joyful 
aftonifliment. " Fear nothing from me," 
faid he to them j ,c the arms I carry are 
" only to be ufed in refcuing you from 
<c the woes into which you appear to 
c< me to be plunged.'' He added fuch 
expreffions as were fuited to remove all 
fear, and informed them of the manner 
of his arrival among them. " Ah ! 
u Seigneur," cried one of the women 
to whom he fpoke, " you are loft. Alas ! 
4< you will never more behold the light 
4< of the fun, and in (pile of all your 
* valour, you will partake of our fate." 

— " Fear 
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— " Fear not foT me," replied Theodore, 
u for it is afiuredly the will of Heaven* 
<c that I fhould releafe you from your pre- 
" fent unhappy (late : but hafte and ex* 
u plain the meaning of all I fee j tell me 
<c where I am, and the caufe of all that 
" I have met with." — " Know," faid 
the lady—*-— 
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CHAP. XIII. 

The Hiftory of the Magician. 

€ « JVnow, then, Seigneur," faid the 
lady, " that this is the retirement of a 
" famous magician and his fifter. It is 
u now almoft two hundred years ago 
fince they both retired to this frightful 
abode, rendered by their art inaccef- 
u fible. All who are living here were 
" their cotemporaries, and notwithftand- 
Ci ing the youth you fee painted in the 
€i faces of thefe unfortunate ladies, who 
" are languifhing in this apartment, and 
" even on my own, we all entered here 
" at the fame time with the magician 
" and his fifter. 

" But to make yon acquainted with 
♦* the origin of our misfortune, you mtift 

" know 
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'* know that about two centuries ago 

" there was a Sophi of Perfia, at that 

44 time in the fpring of life, who was de- 

4< voted to the charms of bur fex : no 

€C haram was ever fuller of beauties than- 

his. Alas! this unfortunate prince 

might well have been fat is fied^ did not 9 

cc what is in our power, however-beau-- 

*' tiful, however precious, lofe its value- 

u the moment we poffefs it* Om day * 

" as he was hunting, he loft fight of the^ 

fi hunters, and croffing alone, a narrow 

cc road he faw a fmalL houfe^ at tfhich* 

flood a girl about fixteea years old^ 

with whofe beauty he was ftrucfc } a nd 

c f well he might, for never w*a beauty* 

€C worthier of his admiration^ She pof- 

" feffed charms at once fimple and ma^ 

" jeftic ; mildnefs and pride giving to* 

€< the features of her face alt that is- 

" noble and enchanting in thofe differ- 

« ent characters* The aftonifhed prince 

flopped, . 
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" flopped, gazed, and fighed : the young 
€i maid, obferving his furprife, went into 
c * the houfe, and quickly withdrew from 

the .looks of the enamoured prince. 

He wore a magnificent hunting drefs, 
" and the boldnefs which ufually attends* 
" the rank he held, prompted him . to> 
" enter the houfe, to enquire whom it 
'* belonged to, and to lepra what fort of 
V people were the parents of the beau- 
u tiful maid who had fmitten him, with-' 
" out meaning however to difcover him* 
u felf. He alighted frbm his horfe, and 
" went in. He was met by an old wo^ 
" man who aiked what he wanted. ' i 
" have been hunting/ replied he, * and 
" have loft my companions : I am very 
" thirfty, and 1 come to beg of you a- 
" draught of water/ — c You fliall have 
*t it direttly,' replied the old woman, 
<c * I will go and fetch you fome my* 
" felf.' 

<c Saying. 
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c< Saying this fhe left the prince, but 
" foon returned with a glafs, and a 
4C pitcher full of fpring water. Though 
" he had no defire to drink, he did not 
*> fail fwallowing it as eagerly as if he 
c< had been thirfty. While the old wo- 
44 man was pouring out the water, the 
(f young maid, who had gone into the 
" next room, prompted by the natural 
u curiofity of youth, came out again. 
*' The prince was as agreeably furprifed 
" at the fecond as he had been at the firft 
" fight of her : he drank, however, and 
c * returning the glafs carelefsly to the 
• c old woman, faid to her: * You have 
" a fweet girl for your daughter.'— * I 
'* am not her mother/ replied the old 
" woman, € but only her aunt ; her 
" father and mother are dead, and (he 
" has only one brother, who has been 
** away thefe two years/ 

" The old aunt had fcarcely faid this, 

" when 
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u when ,the hunters who had all affem* 
** bled aad. miffed the prince, came to* 
<c w&rdsthe houfe where he was, and, 
" feeing his horfe'at the door, judged 
u that he was not far off. Halting, one 
" of them went into the houfe, and, fee- 
<c ing the prince/ faluted him with fuch 
" refpedt, that the old woman and her 
<c niece immediately conceived that the 
perfon to whom the water had been 
brought was the Sophi himfelf. The 
" aunt threw herfelf at his feet, and be- 
" fought his pardon for the faults he* 
" ignorance of his rank had no doubt 
" made her commit. ' You have com- 
" mitted none/ replied the prince, raif- 
" ing her, * and even if your reception 
if had been a hundred times Jefs civil, 
u the pleafure of feeing your lovely niece 
would have been enough to make me 
.forget it./ Her charms have pierced 
U my iie&rt : (he Jives in a fpot unworthy 

« of 
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u world. But what was the artonifli- 
<( ment of both, when the fervam who 
Si was left to take care of the houfe in- 
*' formed 'them of Bazilla's adventure, 
** and of the manner in which the Sophf 
•* had carried her away to the feraglio 
•* vAth h!er aunt. The lover turned pale 
" &t this intelligence, and Bazilla's bro- 
u Mifer condoled with him as well as 
cc he could, but in his heart he was 
-** chartered with the high -rank his lifter 
" hdd, nkd wkh the profpeft of that 
•* which he hoped -in future to hold him- 
" felf. c I am fony/ faid he to h\§ 
€i friend,' « that a pbwer fo fuperior has 
** fnatched my fitter from you :» you^fee 
" I would hzve kept my word -wifh yo«, 
"bat what can! do with the Sophi but 
" fubmit, and* thank him for the favour 
4( he has conferred on Bazilla ? Be 
*' c6mforted, ( my dear friend } in all 
*' likelihood the Sophi will heap favours 



/ 



/ 



" on* me, atld though it fo*s< riot been 
€€ in my power to give you my tiftferV 
•? I can (hare- my fortune with -you : F 
ff wril^gage my fitter to beg the prkicc 
f* t& make you amende for your lofsf? 
a and yoxr will be in a fituation to tekvti 
** in alliance t infinitely Superior ^4bal? 
^ iridi me/-*? I; am v&f much obtige£ 
<*.■ to r you for ' ail your offers/ s Replied* 
^ Loran, f. I have loft i Bazilla, J loved* 
<c Iter; my longing heart: maft lore -.tier 
*£ ever ; the hope of making her mine 
Ci haB left an impreflion which -death 
^ionly can efface; enjoy the bonoor^ 
44 you reafonably expeft, but leave me" 
**.-< to • die* . of grief *» d j Barilla's brother 
€ f fttbvie in tfaiij itedioiferaicf: the <rffefts* 
V of bis defpair by^thi b*k| oonfalatory 
% • arguments V *H • ^ e d^R* liulaogniented' 
" the fuffeju^^ofifhfflia&jWnii^^jaiid Jhe^ 
^ cfeafifd to ittehtwn'Aeacaiifc:. -.• . ^ ;i 
L ^f Metow&ile *hc ipju^ xwk^ifortf 
-iojwI ° l a « time 
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<f time to title bad feat to eaquire if 
" BazHla's brother was returned, <heard 

* of his arrival. Merlin immediately 
" received art order to come with his 

V friend to the Sophi The defpairing 
Ci Loran was at firft aaerfe tot accom- 
u paaying bis friend* c Ho> no,' {aid 

* be id him* * go by yourfelf ; though 
*f . he" be a prince, the refpe& and vene* 
u ration kipofed .by bis rank on other 
u men* have no< efeft on me; I hate 
a him, fee is a rival the more hideous 

V on account of r his power. . What ha* 
** this firaud Sophi to fay to me M want 
u nothtiig of him: death is the only 
u comfort I can thirik of now.V How- 
u eifer, in fpke of sbefc gufts of paffion, 
"Merlin argj*d fb reafonably with him, 

* that heat rkigth prevailed upon him 
"¥ taapp^ir befow the Sophi > i 

** The prince itecei*ed BanHla's bra- 
u tfcter wish «nj mark of go«befc and 
:. x . i 4i ~ M fweet- 
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* fweetnefs. To Loran he feid ; c Ba- 
" zilla was- to have been yours, but I 

* found her worthy of my affe&ions : 
€t if you love her truly, her elevation 
" will confole you for the lofs of her : 
" yet it is my intention to foften the 
99 difappointment you mud have felt by 
*' improving your lot in life. Go to 
" my treafurer, he has received an 
" order to deliver a con/iderable fum of 
*' money to you j befides which, you 
€ * may in future expeft every thing from" 
€< my favour. As for you, Merlin, whofe 
fc fitter I have the happinefs to call mine, 
€ * you fhall in return have one of my 
u fitters in marriage/ Merlin threfr 
" himfelf at the feet of the Sophi to 
" thank him for the honour he conferred 
" upon him ; and his friend followed 
" his example, but with a bad grace and 
M a conftrained air. The Sophi per- 
" ceived it, but having a great (hare of 

l 3 " huma- 
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-••■ huip&tuty* and kfiowing by tbehap- 
41 pinefs be enjoyed umh Baaalla; wh&t 
." the feelings of a man who bad toft 
" her might be, he forgave Merlin Y 
." friend for the little gratitude he fliowed 
u for the prefent he bad made Urn. 
u Merlin, before he left the prince, 
€$ begged to embrace bis fifter, to which 
" the Sophi confented> and bade him" 
<4 return next day.- T&tf he did not* 
« fail to do : he an$ his fifter badran 
u affeftiotnatfe meeting, and ase he had 1 
** not Seen frer for a bag ;iim«* bfs#as* 
«* himfelf Atfprifed at bat b<?at*ty. t b;;or ** 
<c In a few days Me^in? married tht* 
^ SophiV filter; who, nextrto Baszillsf,* 
, * was thg handfomeft- trotaOT m$W£a£ 
44 Loraa called upon the treafujer^ : wftd* 
" delivered to him a him of money 4 
; ic enough' to: tnakeu him rich for the reft* 
. ** of his life. ; He .was no fooner in jpofc 
\ uc feffion of it thaft.hfc refold .to Jeave 
.. ' - ' - a " Perfia, 
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ft Perfia> and endeavour, by- travelling* to 
M efface the fad impreffion that remained 
^ on bis heart. He fet out, after bid- 
^ ding adieu to Merlin, who did not 
f*- forget, bimfelf. or thofe whom birth 
j" had made his equal becaufe he 
'f* was brother-in-law to the Sophi. . He 
,** made ufe of the Jprttine : by which he 
Iff wa8elev^te4 above them, only . to make 
" them love him the more. 

** Lor?n fet out on: his travels 
J* with a h$avy heart. On the third 
"day, as he waa .riding on a rugged 
« c road, t he perceived a venerable- old 
if 5 man afleep on a; rock : at fome paces 
4C from him he faw a woman with a 
c 5 dagger in her hand dealing towards 
i * him as foftly as (he could for fear of 
? waking hinu The woman's refolu^ 
cc tk>n to murder the man abforbed her 
" fo much in the thoughts of the crime 
" {he was going to commit, and of th« 

l 4 u meafures 
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<€ meafures neccffary to complete it fuc- 
" ctfsfully, that fhe did not obferve 
" Loran. She was now clofe to the old 
" man, and was railing her hand to 
plunge the dagger into his heart, when 
Loran, excited by compaffion, gave a 
loud cry, and fpurred on his horfe 
to prevent the woman from commit* 
ting the murder. At the cry he 
tc gave, and the trampling of his horfe's 
feet, the old man awoke, and the firfl 
objeft that (truck his opening eyes 
" was the woman with the dagger up- 
" lifted to kill him. On this fhe at- 
f c tempted to ftab herfelf in rage for 
u having failed, but her defpair was of 
u no ufe to her, arid (he endeavoured in 

r 

* 4 Vain to plunge the dagger into her 
il own bofom. * You cannot kill your- 
u felf,' faid the old man to her/ rubbing 
his eyes as calmly as if he had been 
awakened by a mod agreeable adven- 

" ture; 



€i 
<i 
CC 
tl 

CC 






IN 



THE KNIGHTS ERRANT. 215 

* c ture ; 'your dagger would give you too 
" mild a death, ill fuited to your perfidy: 
" live, wretch 1 to be for ever dying 
" with an eternal languor, to prefcrve 
f< only fo much of life as is neceffary to 
u make you feel the horror of a death 
u constantly at hand/ He then rofe* 
" leaning on a (hort flick, and turning 
ic towards Loran faid : * Stranger, tb> 
a whom I owe my life, approach, and 
c< know that the beft fortune that could 
<c have happened to you was that of ren- 
** dering me this fervice. You appear 
to me fatigued, come and reft yourfelf 
at my abode/ Saying which, he firft 
" advanced towards Loran, whom the 
** fruitlefs attempt* of the woman's de- 
u fpair and the words of the old man 
" had rendered motionlefs* " 

" * You are, no doubt, fqrpiifed at fcll 
u you fee/ continued the old man, < and 
* you are alarmed by what you have ob- 

x, 5 " ferved 






cc 



126 THE KNIGHTS ERRANT. 

** ferved that is marvellous : but teke 
€c courage, you are fafe, and for the pre* 
" fent were all the world armed, again ft 
" your life, all the world could not hurt 
" you/ ' , > 

On hearing the old man talk in, this 
manner, Loran alighted from his hqrfe, 
" and haftening to meet him with. the 
" refped due to his age, and perhaps to 
" the power he fufpe&ed him to be potf- 
" feffed of, replied: € It delights me to 
" have faved you from death, which hav- 
\ ing fpared you fo long ought not now 
to take you off with fuch tragic, vio- 
lence. I will accompany you wherever 
you pleafe ; the veneration I feel for 
" you prevents all diftruft, and I will ac~ 
" cept, with all the fenfibility my heart 
" is capable of, the favours you choofe to 
u confer upon me, though I require no 
J f more than the pleafing -acknowledge. 

4C meat 
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€l ment you have expreffed/ ^he old 
" man embraced him, and taking hi tn 
" by the hand led him up to the woman 
" who had remained fixed in the atti- 
" tude of a perfon attempting to kill her* 
'* felf : fbe was mptionlefs in every part 
Cf except her eyes, but thofe were fuffi* 
<c cient to exprefs all the rage f]ie felt* 
u Her lopks, were furious, full of fire* 
" and cad, now on the old man, now on 
" ' Loran, in a terrible manner. Loran 
" fhuddered as he approached her. 
" 4 Fear nothing/ faid -the old man ; 
" < terrible as you behold her, foe is 
c< lefs dangerous than \\*e ftick in 
" my fand.' Sayipg ^if^* he fftatcbed 
" from r her h*nd :1 tl^e : cogger as (he 
V (till h&d it pointed tQ her bre*vfh 
u * Move/ , cried he, in a A yoke t toore 
ci powerful thaii couid>fen<tujraV to hjmi 
" * move } ;obey my command/ Tht 
f\ woman obeyed having jfjpift darted a 

jl 6 a horrible 
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c< horrible look at him. As fhe walked, 
u her motion feemed as if the effect of 
if extraordinary fprings. 

Loran, though in a titration not to 
be frightened by death, could not help 
" feeling a certain fhuddermg at fight of 
" fuch things. The old man continued 
1 to heap kmdneffes upon him, and told 
"him who the woman was that at- 
f * tempted to kill him. € You fee me/ 
n faid he to Loran, * in a very advanced 
" age : 1 have been alive two hundred 
" years. I fhall fay nothing of the 
#i chance that led me to apply myfelf to 
M the occult fciences and alchemy n after 
** much travelling, many experiments, 
4* adventures, and misfortunes, I have 
** attained an almoft perfeft knowledge 
**• *f mod of the fecrets of Nature. I am 
V acquainted with fimples> I give a' new 
* youth fo whom I pleafe, I could turn 
** & hundred mountains into gold in as 
.-.".' "little 
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u little time as it requires to meafurfe 
'* their circumference; I reftore health to 
<f to thofe who have loft it through age 
tl or a bad conftitution, and I am now 
u labouring to difcover the fecret of re- 
" (taring life, nor do I defpair of pufhing 
u ing my knowledge and art even beyoud 
" death. I now command the fpirits of 
u of hell, faperior intelligences are fubjeS 
u to me, I eoflave the bad, and compel 
w them by my invocations to obey me ; 
cr the good are eager to be ufeful to me ; 
" in fhort, my dear preferver, there ar£ 
•* few things that I do not know, feu* 
•* pleafures which I have not (hared, fevtf 
u fituations in which I have not beenV 
* I have feen almoft the whole habi- 
<c table earth $ 1 have always travelled 
" .with lafety, fometimes by land, fome* 
<( times by water, fomethnes in the air, 
*** fometimes vifible, fometimes invifible \ 
** in fhort, in whatever manner I pleafed* 

u I have 
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u I have the fecret of changing boJies 
" when' mine wears out, and as the foul 
" never grows old, I make myfelf when 
" I pleafe as handfome and blooming as 
<c a youth of twenty : for this, indeed, 
<c I muft find bodies, for I cannot make 
u them for myfelf, but death that mows 
down fuch numbers of young people, 
of princes, nobles, plebeians, officers, 
magiftrattt and others, furniflies me 
" with but too many opportunities when 
" I have a mind to lodge my foul in a 
youthful body; and I have this advan- 
tage, that the body, when I take pof- 
*' feffion of it, whatever may have been 
, M ks difeafe, whatever wound or other 
c< violence it may have received, immfe. 
" diately recovers its original plum'pnefs 
" and health. Now to tell you how 
" I managie matters : when I tire of the 
" body I have, I tranfport myfelf by my 
c * art to Court, the army, town,! or 
* " where 
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u whfere rwill : in thofe places I fee who 
f € are Tick, and take my meafures accord- 
* c ingly. If, for example, at Court I find 
" thfc [qn of a npbleman ill, I know infaJ- 
f f ItbLy by my art whether he will di? of 
" the difeafe or not } and I make it a point 
" jifever to attempt to haften the death 
<c of thofe that may recover : but fhouki 
" I. find tjiaj the youpg nobleman muft 
" die, I render myfelf invifible, and take 
">an (Opportunity when he opens bis 
" iDouth to blow a little duft down his 
€c throat, which finifhes him in about 
" half an hour* As foon as he has given 
cc up the. ghoft I quit my body, which 
c4 by the power of my art \ caufe to^va- 
" nifh, or rather to be annihilated, and 
"I enter into the body of the youtbj 
c( who is thought to be really dead for 
a fpme moments* I then adroitly give 
" fome , figns of life by breathing foftly, 
*< not wiftung to aftonifh by a wonderful 

change > 
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u change ; I come to myfelf gradually, 
«* and fpcak, keeping ihe palenefs of a 
" fick man : the parents rejoice, and I 
* c am pronounced out of danger. I ma* 
" nage myfelf in fach a manner that my 
u recovery does not feem extraordinary, 
M and getting at length on my legs I ap* 
" pear the nobleman's fon. In this ftate 
" I live fome time if the fituation 
M pleafesme^ for you muft underftand 
that in taking the hody of the youth, 
I know iflftarftly all that he knew; I 
•* have the fame acquaintances, and the 
" fame miftrefies : and when the fancy 
44 for living in this manner is over, 
" I efcape the fborteft way, and take 
u fome other body ; a woman's if I like.— 
w I have now given you a Oiort detail of 
fC my knowledge and of my fecrets j It 
c< remains for me- to tell you, that fitfe 
* f and twenty years ago, as t wa« goihg 
« c though a ftrcet in a town, I law a mi- 

u ferable 
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u ferable young woman going to be exe- 
" catcd for having, it was faid, poifoned 
" her father and mother, becaufe they 
<c prevented her marrying a young man 
" with whom fhe was in love. She ap- 
" peared to me at a diftance exqutfitely 
Cl beautiful. I went near her, and faw that 
" fhe was not mora than eighteen, and 
*' a tender pity took poffcffion of my 
"heart. At that time I had the perfon 
** of a rich merchant whofe weakh and 
u and good looks haa made him the fa- 
H voured lover of one of the moll lovely 
" women of the place: this man had 
" died ; I loved the lady, and had m 
" vain tried to infpire her with a recipro* 
" cal paffionin the perfon of a hand lb me 
" young man, when the merchant fell 
" fick : I took his body, and fucceeded 
to his good fortune. 
€ In that (late I was walking through 
" the ftreets, when the young woman 

caught 
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M caught my eyes : her youth and beau* 
ty as I tokt *you melted my heart. I 
mftantly disappeared, and rifing- into 
44 the air, fhatched her from the hands 
**. of the executioner, who feeling her 
torn from him without feeing any one, 
fled in a fright. The moment I had 
.•*■ her in my power, I rendered her Bke- 
" wife mvifibie, and: tranfported her in 
" an4nftant to die place of my retire* 
u meat. Now thi* young wotoan is no 
~" other than fee who was going to flab 
** me, and ixmx whofe treachery you pre*> 
*'i ferved mi.i : • Yqu • may imagine thai" 
* 4 f (he was extremely* aftoniflied ; on fold* 
-** ipg herfelf alone with me* at the bo*- ; 
, 4 V torn of a cavern where I dwelled^ and 
H where by my arj I have hollowed fub- 
u terranean apartments, which are light- 
ed by lamps perpetually burning, but 
into which the light of day never 
*« enters* To be brief, I became paf- 

fiqnately 
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* fionately in love with hen I made her 
44 completely acquainted with what I was, 
<4 and with the power I poflefied ; and, 
** ftill m the perfon of the dead merchant, 
** manifefted the mod ardent tenderhefs 
M for her, affuring her that I fliould love 
** her all my life, that her happinefs with 
me fliould furpaft that of the greateft* 
priBctfs^ and that bir every wilh 
cfc fhould be Satisfied, hi telling he* all 
« my fecrets, X had, however, cottcealeft 
& my age, and the power f had? of eteto^ 
." fitig bodies, fearing ike might* be* 
/< (hocked at the idea. - • She*becaroer ha-- 
f*t bituated tcnmy ways, aiid^we enjt$yi4 v 
« for foine years the pteafure &f , tfrfe* 
*i fweeteft union : I. bad never* been (B* 
." happy. But. as there r* a certain day" 
S* -in the week, on which I am> compelled 
\**>to wear in my face all the wrinkles 
.** and uglinefs: of* my age, ,1 always 
"made it a point with h^r, that (he 
? 'til •> « fhould 
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u (hould leave me thofe days at liberty 
«« to do asi I would with myfelf. This 
44 excited her turiofity ; flie pretended 
€< to grant freely what I requefted, but 
" fecretly refolved to make herfelf ac- 
u quainted with the caufe I had for ab- 
" fenting myfelf on thofe days. In the 
H morning of one of them I rofe early » 
t€ (he feigned to be in a deep fleep, and 
" 1 thought her fo. I haftened on my 
" clothes* time preffed, my wrinkles 
" topkpolFcffion of my face, and even as 
" I drefled I became bent beneath the 
u weight of year*. She watched me, 
<c and perceiving my transformation, 
" gave a fcream, exclaiming at the fame 
f< timt, Heavens/ what do I fee? what 
" means this change? I turned pale at 
* c thefe words, flew into a rage, and the 
" fir ft impulfes of my paffion had nearly 
* c proved fatal to her: but flie had 
fwooned, and the fight of her in that 

« ftate 
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4i ftate difpelled my anger j I brought her 
" to herfelf, and determining to make a 
€ * virtue of neceffity, I revealed my fe- 
u cret to her, and the fatality of thofe 
" particular days on which t was obliged 
** to become fuch as {he iaw me. I told 
** her that I would always take care to 
u keep away from her at thofe times, and 
** feid, that as the transformation lafted 
u but a day, (he ought not to be fo 
** much (hocked. She appeared recon- 

* ci led, but the traitrefs again feigned, 
u and fecretly refolved to get rid of me ; 
u for in the account I had given her, I 
" had imprudently confefied that in the 
u ftate in which (he faw me, no charm. 
u could proteft me from death, if I did 
<* not take care to (wallow, on thofe 
<* days, a vial of the juice of a certain 
" herb, which affifted me to go^hrough 

* the day till the -next morning. It was 
f from an tmpulfe 0? cteadernefs or in* 

u difcreet 



%tf THE KNIGHTS ERRANT* 

«* decreet <:04 Wcnce, that I confefied this 4 
" fetal fecret to her : {he did not forget 
v it, rod itfotad to take Advantage of 
v it, well fatowing that jafcer my death 
" ihe would have it in her power Co lead> 
" a happy life! as I had taught her 

V aknoft all my fecrets. After this . im-> 
" prudent dlfclpfur?* I left iw* not to 
u return Jill the next day. When I fyw 

V her again* $e appeared coi#en$ed, a,nd 
* 4 I never fufpe&ed her cjefign : np doubt 
" {he had never found an ; opportunity, 
" till that of my falling afleep on the 
u rock, in the ft ale in which you now* 
" feeme/ / 

/ " As the old man fini(hed this afto*» 
? aifliittg ftory, they arrived at the $n* 
& trance of; his cavern. The woman,* 
a who walked before,, wept in the fir fly 
" and tfce magician then (how^d 1^ ora» 

V in,: an <J followed. It was raffaffr^ark 
«< at the entrant, byt after a few^pape^r 
: ,/ •» " a bril- 
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** a brilliant light fucceeded the- dark- 
a nefs : he found a fpacioHS.hall, whence 
" he paffed through feveral apartments, 
€c eacreafing in magnificence, and enter- 
u ed a clofet whete the magician bade 
' him flop. From this clofet the old 
4 man went into another, iu which ha 
' locked up the wpmafl, after leading 
4 her with chains He then returned 
4 to Loran who wad (truck dumb at 'his 
extraordinary adventure. ' Come,' 
laid he, * it is time for you to take 
fome refreihment.' As he faid this 
he damped with his foot, and Loran 
faw a table with a magnificent banquet 
* rife from the floor. The magician 
' ftamped again, and immediately there 
' appeared a iidebo^rd provided with 
4 all kinds. of wines and liquors. 4 Come* 
4 let us eat, v faid he to Loran, 4 and 
4 do not think that tfcefe diihes can hurt 
u you* off .that they are illufions ; I will 
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" informed* tbaT^he Saphi had token 
" her from me $ having feen her by 
** chance, when bunting, and fallen in 
* love with her: and now, in the ie- 
41 raglio, file enjoys the greateft favours 
44 that fortune can beftow, and hvUhes 
•* hen on roy powerful rival. I fled in 
•* defpair* rdbhiag to die, or conquer a 
** lore that undermines my health. Such, 
" if you can remedy them, feigneur, are 
€c my woet.*— •' I forgive you,' replied 
** the Magician, 'for doubting my 
" power* A lover in defpair can fee 
" nothing capable of rendering him 
" happy :— hut I take upon me to make 
? you as happy in love, as you are,now 
** the reverie : it is the leaft I can do 
€i for a man who has favedmy life. Stay 
*' fome days here with me, and I will 
•' teach you enough to fecure you per- 
u fe& happiness.' This was too favour- 
f 1 able 1 an offer to be refuted* and Lqran 

■ • f* agreed 
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c< *gr,ee0 tp ftay. To b^ tyief, you W& 
*« kftotw ^t the Magician in^&ed ^uod 
H la wj$, that ja kfs Own a fqrt^gbt h« 

* was ^c^intsd witfi abpoflt $s many 
natural and n^gical {eprcts as ^ oW 

<c .man hin^f. 

£pj tw^FC &y«s tfce ^n?»o, &flind 

mted f<*efffi% ift a <|r$#$il ro^iet* 

rag, twd^d ^ftji pfrjf/ ciwyufed Jrim 
to fotgiftej^, op^l^^fl^p jher 
v fttpfenngs. Magicians $re £pt yery 
c< tender -fysartfti : c No* pp/ {$$ he, 
** * kt |ier groan, Jet her w$j % 4faih 
a without bejpg able tp ojtgafy.it j (he 
" has many mote tcffmpits £> qrfute f 

* ^^pnijipp Ijfir no i^pre.* tqraa 

Pf«$ a & n * WWW?& 4U h* jcpuld 
oo longer bear it, agfi 9£e §tyy when 
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,c the old man was abfent, knowing the 
" the fecret by which he kept her wretch- 
tc ed and enflaved, while he prciferVed 
her life, he deftroyed the enchant- 
ment and fet her at liberty. She was, 
" however, doomed toperifli: at the 
€t moment Loran broke her chains the 
" Magician entered, and turned pale on 
4C feeing what Loran had done. * Seign- 
<€ eur,' cried he, * what are you about?* 
*« — - c Pardon me what I have dine^re- 
%t€ plied Loran, 'but 'I could not bear 
' cc her groans any longer, and pity, whicfi 
xc I could notrefift, is the fole motive of 
*' my prefent aftion.' — c It is an aft ion l 
'* am riot at all pleafed with/ replied tfic 
«" Magician, knitting his brow, and 
*' fpeaking in a' conft rained manlier, 
•* which plainly indicated that he did not 
* c faf all he thought, c but as this wbihan 
-* c excites fo much pity, even let her ex- 
'*' pire, I agree to it.* 
' "He 
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« " ,He had no fooner faid the word 

a r 

* than the woman fell dead, as if (he had 
** been ftruck with lightning. » 
. cc c You are now fatisfied/ faid he to 
f c Loran, f and I can eafily forget your 

intention of fetting her at liberty, as it 
was the effed of a generous fentiment J» 
<c After this he appeared finiling and 
tranquil, but Loran obferved the coru 
ftraint he put upon himfelf m appear* 
V ipg pleafed, and he thought he (hould 
" be 19ft if he trufted to the magician'* 
<c feigned tranquillity. He refpived r let 
" what would happen to him, to antici- 
<c pate hiny and to cut the thread of a 

r 

<€ life which the Fates prolonged in (pits 
cc of themfelves. The body of the wo* 
•^ jnan c^fappeared £t the command of 
u the magician, who happened on that 
day to have his wrinkles. and aged 
figure, in which (late he was * mortal 

* if he flept, or lay along upon the 

m 3 f ground* 
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u ground. Tod «ttl fee new, fa w&at 
<c manner chance feconded Loran in the 
" refolution he had takeit. 'Letuslefcv'e 
" this room/ faki the old rtrtth, taking 

* Loran** hand to go intb another, 
" paflage to which was narrow. 
" hobbled, a crutch with whteh he f&p- 
u potted himfeff flipped away, and he 
H fell upon the ground. Lotah iftftantly 
*' determined to feiae the bpitorturiity ; 
u he drew a dagger frotn his belt, and 

* ftoopmg as if to taife him, fta&bect 

* him to the heart : he bled but litUe, 
«' and died grinding his teeth, ind dart- 
** ing a terrible idofc it his murderer. 
** The moment he expired thfe cavern 
•* drfappeared, and Loran found himfelf 
* c upon a rock with the body of the old 
*' foahj and frith rfrt woman's fike*ife. 

* HaVixtg My HTutei Wtafelf %hit the 

* tiiagi^ft^ks'ifeidi frtfefdlved fo re- 

* tuWl to tfcfe Copfri's tapiteH ihere to 
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* putiato execution all the fecrets be 
w hid teamed of the magician. 

<f He repaired once more to his friend 
" Merlin, who was delighted to fee him 
u again. The firft days were fpent in 
" pleafutes* ahd the treacherous Lotan, 
44 devoting himfelf in future to enchantw 
«* mentt* fo well dUgtrifed beneath a Ibow 
** of joy his dfceadfyl deftgns^ that Men. 
cc lin thought Mat entirely cured* After 
" a ihort tkjie, be determined to execute 
m att that he had prqjeded, and chance 
** foon gave him an opportunity. The 
44 Sopiri, more and more efcimoured of 
<* Bftzilla, for vfrhofe amafefteat he was 
u conRantly txmtrtving new plcafurea, 
tt invited all hts favourites to a great 
u feaft at a plea&At villa* given Hi * ba- 
(( nour of his loved B&silla, who had 
%i <*preff«d a wife fo have her brother 
u to fop wi& h ?n TWs en^rtwpmeat 
*f *fc* given fit fcigfct, by tjie %ht <of a 

m 4 " thoufand 
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" thoufand flambeaux, in a beautiful and 
<( fpacious grotto, through which a hun- 
€f dred rivulets murmured agreeably in 
€< every direction. 

<c Loran was informed of this feaft by 

" Merlin, who affured him that, not*- 

f4 withftanding the honour conferred on 

"•' him by the Sophi, he could not be 

" completely happy, as his friend was 

'«' not to be at the entertainment. 

4 " When Loran judged the feaft to b6 

c • 4 at its height, he tranfported himfdf 

€i by the force of art to the grotto where 

<c the Sophi, Bazilla, and the company 

T< « were enjoying the feftivities *>f the 

" evening. He remained fome time in* 

€% vifible- to contemplate his uriftrefs, 

* 4 whom vexation, jealoufy, and the mag* 

'*■ nificence with which fhe was fur- 

n " rounded, painted to him a thoufand 

• " times more beautiful and more amia- 

" ble than ever. He yielded himfelf to 

* the 
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*' the fury of his paffions : inpatient A<* 
" be matter of Bazilla, he approached 
€ f the table juft as the Sophi was offers 
€ v c : ing her a goblet of a delicious beve* 
*\ rager : wiihj the fervour of gallantry* 
? and became vifible. Imagine the fur- 

V piife of thofe who faw a man fudn 
" denly appear, where a moment before 

V f^ e y could diftinguilh nothing. Bazillfe 
€c & ave a dreadful cry, and bid her face* 
< c in the bofom of the SophL tocan 
" ftruck the table with a litfls wand h& 
" had in his hand, on which all the* 
! € gucfts became immoveable ; nor could 
<c the Haves that waited upon them ad- 
?' vance a ftep i a thick cloud put ou* 

the light of the flambeaux, and enve- 
loped alL the guefts« Loran again 
" waved his wand*, wheiv the cloud car-? 
w ried-them >alj ,up }mo th^ 1 air v ,fwd 
*? brought them to the place where w^ 
f* npw are, You- will gerhaps be aftq* 
; j m 5 " nilhedv 
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* niihta, relgnetifr, ' cbftWnWd ihfc &tfy» 
tb lTrcodore, " rtat LcHh'itt^ «ftofe 
« fo '(fifhnt a rttftrat, fctit T>y ftfetts of 
« Hi art he knew, id* ttily ttfet %h» 
M place wa* very Vettrctf-, btft thttWa- 
•» fait tad here formed a TpAefc>6s fca- 
« Verrj. This cavern 1ft MteHttirds' 

* tompletetf, difpofmg it iAfo tooft Wag- 

* irificent apaYtmeitts, in hntMftion of 

* the ttoafcfcian whom fat fed kSlfed. 

* I have now," feid the lafy ■ td 
<* teH you his condoCt rmce the tfrtc&Ie 
« fembVal ffbm the BopM"* Vifcu «GK 

* the catarliets and 'fiaVis mcludedia it 
M he made gfeird*, cdrnpellfirg therti by 

* his power to guard the fcra&en ddbrs 
" with which tile apartments are fe- 
«« cured." Here Theodore informed the 
lady that he had observed the fitft gate 
he had broke' open wa* cifbfafe ■: "^na, H 
added he, w as in fpite of Loratt's fcn- 
** chantment8 I wasahfe to break open 

"that 
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* c that gate and u> pte the Jgrord to 
* ftghr^ I cannot feat eottfkter chas eut- 
** fa: as a prcfage that I ftkH completely 
*' -fiicoeed m my adventure, and as ah 
" indication that I >havc been feledted tt> 
« put an ead to the vdes ^f all die tap- 
/•* civaes confined hew by Loran. But gb 
^ on, lady, gad iaform me bow Lorafo. 
*** lives here* what is become of Bafeilh. 
** and kbe <8qpW, and itfhafc you at* ail 
" doing in this Ti^B. 

■?* I told you/' continued the tody, 
** Stfaat fat every dodr ihdre are gnftrds 
^ formed of die cavaliers and iflam 
" whomI;orancarried off from the ieaft. 
" He prolongs their life, and keeps diem 
" always in\the feme vigour. He brought 
." away, at the feme timet a great many 
44 -women, whom he likewife enchanted. 
** But foil let; ine tell you, that vrhen 
4C Loran found himfelf in poffeffion of 
" the prince and Bazilla in this cavern, 

m 6 * « he 
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u he immediately chained the prince and 

~" fufpended him to die ceiling of a room, 

" where he has .remained ever fince: at 

," times his dreadful cries reach us even 

<*' here. Having done this in his fury, 

•' he made Bazilla fall into a deep deep, 

t 4€ during, which he prepared a charih 

/'that on her .waking difpofed her to 

u Men favourably to hi? abominable 

u love. She forgot the prince for fomfc 

" days, and recollected him only to de- 

« fire to ill treat and infult him, and 

i" being conduced by Lor an to. the platte 

<c where he was fufpended, fhe railed 

> c at him with the mod acrimonious 

« c expreflions which contempt, rag* f 

" and cruelty could fugged* whiter the 

>« c wretched prince to foften c her fahi 

• fC everything that grief and tendernefs 

" in defpair could imagine . her fed- 

<* 4 ings. « ' . •* 

*' For fome days Loran fportedihits 

9 <c with 
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" with the mind and heart of t6e unfof- 

< c tunate Bazilla. At length his love 

u came to an end, and he condemned 

<c her tc the fame fate that he bad a!- 

" lotted to the Sophi. He dragged her 

J< himfelf to the place where the prince 

"4* was, and, after a thoufand contempt- 

€ f uous reproaches, tied her to his fide, 

^ c and left her fufpended with him. 

" There thofe ttiihappy lovers fee eacih 

" other only to feel all the wretchednefs 

*<« 0$ witnetiing the perpetual torments 

^ of a beloved object :' a* union truly 

- €c barbarous, the cruelty of which ex? - 

" ceeds the bounds even of imaginatioil. 

c< Bazilla continually implores the prince's 

> € * pardon for her vile conduct to him, 

-■*• and the prince never ceafes invoking 

**- deat h for i he Unfortunate Baziila. As 

~*y for Merlin> Lor an, considering that he 

"•** was not? *t all*to blame in the. carrying 

"* alray of Bfc^itta by theSophi, fenchapted 

-■;-'.■ " him 
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" Trim to fuch a ihanifer that he fe d» 
** lighted with the torments tadured by 
" the prince and bis fitter, &oran bad 
41 1 great afie&on for him, and could 
4< not reftflve bn hb rtin : he tendered 
*' him happy. The moft beautiful wo>- 

• * men -in the world ate at frequent to- 
M tervals trarifplotted hither, and Ten- 
u dered riftims to the pafiidnfc of both 
" the friends $ and When &%mft fucoeeds 
••• to jfeffien they are Ihut up in * room, 
tc the infcfied atrof tthich poifefns diem. 
w Heavens ! what * dumber have pe- 
f€ ri&ed in this maimer! In the adjom- 
€ * mg apartment are confined an immenfe 
«« ntunbdr of teen devoted to give new 
" youth both to Lor an and Merlin* and 
" amoAg them a> great mafiy chiHrenfroai 

* ninte to ten years okj, Whosa the trea- 
u <chero«fe magician takes from their pa- 
" rents, tod who, on attaining the early 
■? period tf tftt&hood^etqto by a poifoa 

" blown 



«« bldvto teed iffcif niGSthk, tfcrt tfhrft 
* bodie* 'rtitfy &e «tiftftat*d fey She frrtgU. 

•« tfutt &nd hit ftfead, ftfcofe lift warn- 

« 6irt bodies difepp&r by efictlrtittftenT. 
** Bda<:&VicdtH^w/flst*^ hteftaparr- 

« ffleit afe ftubnt tfrwfcsh* %ho» »the 
" oftgfciah wfeefc he firfl: &tfte to 'the 
« ^HVefrft c«tffaed <here foftfferftdcfc. 
«* iAg 'tortrfeifts : tffey We¥e his enertiefc - 
« 'WMle the' Soph* feigned, fcn4 thofe 
" >S4h> \*fete he was traveling tvitJi Met- 
«* Kfa endeavoured td prevail on the -stunt 
1,4 *© give Eftem Basrilla hi marriage : a* 
" 'for the aunt, ihe died foon after heir 
"*« 'niece removed to the feragtto* Next 
*' td that cave ic a fftiall chamber paved 
*< *ith iron fquarefc, which are alwayfe 
*« ted hot : hi Ais cave are fhot upttoofe 
!•* wtHHftafetail curiofity, or a gesetot^ 
** intrepidi^i&e'yoarsj-inducesxoefttei: 
" tWshdtr ibfe cav^rft. They fcarciely fe*t 
** their foot within «he firft door «*eh 

««they 
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f c they are feized by invifible enemies 
£ c who jnfUfltlyi tranfport them to the 
" cave, where they differ all the pain that 
." the fitfrceft fire can give* They run 
€i to and fro like madmen rj the fples of 
C( their feet burnt, feekiog relief from 
" their running, till they/ fall with, fa* 
c< tigue, and end their days in >ipfupport* 
" able torment, unable any longer to 
*< fupport themfelvc*; §uqfc> feign^ur* 
<c is the vengeance which the barbarous 
" Loran exer cifes on ; tbpfe who dare to 
" difturb his retirement. F$ar a; fimilar 
"fate for yourfejf : it is true., that the 
<c breaking of the brazen dog? and the 
<" flight of the guard are favourable 
*' prognostics. Heaven grant that it *nay 
4€ not deceive us, and that by a; vi&ory 
:" overour ^n^inies you foay he rewarded 
*' for a valour, the pbj^ft oCwJhich.fe to 
f* put an end y> t\Mtw.m^riifa'8*i*Y 
v miferable .«r«A»rtf : ,hj»<* J&gflflW* I 
\ ' '* • ,f< cannot 
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" cannot refrain from telling you one 






thing, which you will probably think 

a juft foundation of fear ; it is this : I 

" know that Loran's power over us, and 

;" his enchantments are to be ended only 

" by a woman." , > 

At thefe words Theodore reddened 

.with joy at being the chofen inftrument 

-for the deftru&ion of thefe abominable 

enchantments. cc Ceafe to tremble for 

," me/.' he replied ; " your woes wi# 

" foon be at end, all the captives will be 

„" fet -at i liberty,. and the wicked i.oran 

*?. fhall receive the puniihment due to his 

M crimes, for nothing canfave him from 

<c my arm." The lady,; not convinced, 

renewed her entreaties afcd perfuafibro 

for Theodore's flight': b*tf he affured her 

that it was in vain to urge him, and that 

were he even afraid of perifhing, what 

flie had faid wa? enough to fliut his eyes 

to all dapger. Theodore now. prepared 

to 
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to go into f be other hall, and through 
all Ac apartments of tfcis frightful abodes 
to find the crmei and barbarous Lomn t 
tat Jhriefct and sidfcraful tries ftopped 
t*m. Heiiftened, whmhefirtrthedoot 
of the next hall open, tod die magkiaft 
Inmfelf appear, who, trembling at the 
report brought to him by the guard of 
the brazen door which Theodore had 
forced, came attended by twenty armed 
JateP'ra in fcarch of the raft man wfaofc 
valour had been attended with a fneceft 
Whkh furprifed himfedf j for it was trot 
that his enchantments were to be de- 
stroyed only by a woman, and the guard 
of the door had reported that it was a ca- 
valiet who had forced k. He had no no- 
tion that this omKer could be a woman 
fn diiguile, and, in his fright, attributed 
the fucoefs of the emerprife either so 
oharmi more powerfori then tiik own, or 
to Us want of oare in matfrfflfc dte 

ilrength 
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ftrength of dtofe Which hefaad employed 
for ht*4et*rit^ With ttts idei he rtai 
going from place to place in queft of tfce 
f&Jh cmtfer, who had dared to teak* 
hhnttemble. Whe« he pwcchred Theo* 
dore, who, fword m hand, advanced to* 
ward* him as boldly as if be had had 
Afdhf Jttiilftat to tight with : "ttffcdnce/^ 
cried he, "thera&figfe of Bering herein 
«-*« If k be rafiffiefi^ 99 t^Hed Theodftw* 
* 1 hoffe tbart Hfeatfm will deign bo pro* 
** Igttfr k" Saying which* and covering 
himfelf wt A hfe buckfc*, be *reat up to 

the Htagidaii in fpitfe of the guard, and—* 

* * * •• ♦ 

It is impoffibte to fay how the combat 
terminated, or eve* to defcribe the onfct ; 
but this may be fafcly imagined, that the 
Sophi and Bazilla were relieved from 
their fufpcnfion ; that the torments of 
thofe who had the foles of their feet 
broiled were ended > that the affli&ed in 

the 
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the cave were fet at liberty ; that the 
ladies in the hall were all fent home to 
their friends % that the children were re- 
ftored to their difconfolate parents; the 
young .men; all difmifled, to return ttf 
theit various Jlatei mA vofcajiotos ; an4 
that the cakrerh was deftroyed, and for 
iver blocked: up ; for the fe£t ifr, that 
juil a* Theodore was going to, engage, 
iiixh the. migician, 'tpe I#4y Ft/itw awoke* 
and all the phantoms of magic vanifhed 
fix>qa her imagination/ In the valley 
where, in her aflutned character of Thep- 
dote, (he alighted from her horfe, fbe 
had thrown her weary limbs on a fine 
turf, ton which flic had fallen afleep, and 
had dreamt all this great hiftory ♦ 
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f *rhe Squire's fright arid the Knight's valour. Ah 
adventure by moonlight; and how it ended. 

•As Theodore had flept a confidetfable 

time ;' as it was late when he began his 

adventure ; and as day was fid declining 

: when he clofed his heavy eye-lids, it was 

^qurte night when ' he awbke, « there being 

: orily a fine moonlight. His fquire, Fabio, 

"liad'alfo fallen iafleep,* and was fitting 

with riis : back againft a tree> (horiftg^ with 

<all his might, when the voice of his matter 

A unfetf6iiablyc flruck his ear. c * Gome, 

'Ffcbio, let usr go on,** cried Theodore. 

*? Whocalfe me V replied Fabio, in h<s 

:fleep. " %» faid the knight^ *< rife:" 

At thefe words Fabro awoke ? i£ opening 

the eyes and not knowing where one Is 

• be 
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be waking, and, finding himfelf clofc to 
a tree, like a good Frenchman with hit 
bottom to the ground, began crying out 
that the devil was running away him. At 
the jiame of the devil, Theodore, whole 
head was it ill full of necromancy, jumped 
up to affift his fquire, if he ftood in need 
of It* ^te *ceqi#ngly <w*Rt Vfi tp bfoi, 
fword ia hwd» when Fabio, by the lig^t 
of the moon feefrg ^eile^iglitte^ *wqke 
thoroughly tiyovigh frigbfc ft* Jritfyplp 
«CpUe&i*g the drefc qf his miftrefe ^s 
Theodore, at whofe appearance he gavp 
•a fcream which made the hollow valley 
j-ing, aad then fled a? if the devU himfelf 
Aad been at his Keel* 4< Oh 1 1 ^n de^d, 
«< I am dead," fw|cd Faftb, in a #oiqe ill 
iuited tojhi* attire, wd running with fqqb 

precipitattpa *»ta flirub fr^pj^ ^ up* 
** Who k the ene^y that you are %iag 

* ftom, Fabio ?"fai4 Thep^i ^.{pejfc, 

* we yo» afraid of mt?'! Fs&fc saw 

recoil 
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recottc^ed tbe noise qf bis gjriftmfe: 

*< CH*t my IfahAfJ 9 ffM<ke% "l.bqg 
* c your pardon* but I |o$k yei* far {fee 
" deTil, on account of yotir foqrd* 
& Qhl i &all die— pray look far ypw 
** bottle of Hungry water —wM a 
*' fcodrirtg place to be i|i at n|gbt;* f 
.Theodore gave htm the viai he a#wd fop, 
aad endeavoured to difpel the terror of 
ins frightened fquire, *dw> fop* after 
•rofc and untied the horfe$. 

Theodore and Jabio now twitted to 
-proceed oa their way. The knight rode 
•on before, the better to indulge bis fancy 
in thofe ideas of love which fuited the 
proud di(pofmon of his mind ; but Fabio, 
whom the Hungary water had not luHy 
infpired with courage, unable to keep fo 
Aria a filence as Theodore obJferved, rode 
up, and begged a little chat : "for in- 
« deed/ 9 laid he, " this dead fiience 
* puts me fo much in «ind of follow. 

to « ing 
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« c ing a funeral that it tettifJes me. 5 '— 
u Leave me, Fabio," replied Theodore 
gravely, €C leave me to my feelings; I 
" am refle&ing on my unhappy fate, 
rf and filence is neceflary to my*grief."— 
€< Nay, my lady," replied Fabio, v * it ft 
^ a fate and a grief that .will make ui 
" break our necks fome where or other, 
u or lead u^ among robbers or ruffians : 
£i pray, my lady, let us make a vow never 
"to ride in the night, it is not fie for 
<* Jwdifleitt^-^ Woirien, like me," faid 
'" Theodore, u are always fafe, in whar- 
" ever circumftances they may happen 
^ to find themfdves/ , —*< Lord, Idrd ! 
« c< I know women are never out in their 
^tongue; if talk were all, we fhould 
: " » fooii beat a whole army of cavaliers ; 
" but if fome country -boors, or other 
" ruffians, Were to come acrofs as juft 
« ndw, r and by ahy odd chance fhould 
" fofpeft us not to be men, what wpuld 
; \ ' * < • " become 
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u become of us ? Away goes all our 
" money, and that perhaps not the word 
" either."-^" Take courage," replied 
Theodore, " fear confounds your under- 
*' (landing : is it poffible that you can be 
<c with me, and fuflfer yourfelf to be (o 
<c alarmed ? Come on." 
" Scarcely*had thp bold Theodore pro- , 

nounced this valiant fpeech, when the 

« 

€zrs of our adventurers were ftruck with 
the voices of men, who feemed approach- 
ing very quickly. " Ah ] my lady," 
feid Fabio, trembling, €€ it is all over 
u with us." Fabio's fear now commu- 
nicated itfelf to the heart of the valiant 
Theodore, who turning pale, laid ; <f You 
* c are right, Fabio, it is not proper we 
<c fhould be here. If De Joinville were 
" near, how gladly would I throw my- 
* c felf info his arms for protection."— 
" I wifh with all my heart, my lady, he 
" was here, and Blaife with him !" 
vol* 111. n It 
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It feems that the voices proceeded from 
fome peafants coming from work at a 
neighbouring villa. Several of them' had 
come on before the others, and the noife 
made by the horfes on which Theodore 
and Fabio rode, gave them a notion that 
their companions were clofe, on which 
they called, or rather roared out, " Come 
iC along." This roar was the death- 
blow to Theodore's courage ; and as for 
Fabio, terror had flopped his tongue. 
The terrified knight took a ctofs road, 
to avoid the men, but miffing his way 
fell in with a fmall party of the peafants. 
The ruftics who, by the light of the 
4 moon, faw a horfeman appear armed in 
an extraordinary manner, were fright- 
ened in their turn; they drew clofe to 

i 

one another, and one of the boldeft cried 
out : " Who the devil goes there ?"— 
* c A civil cavalier, who has miffed his 
« way," replied Theodore. * Well ! 

6 " Ecod ! 
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" Ecod! and let him find 'un again, 
" gin he ha* loft it*" replied the clown. 
" Have the goodnefs,. gentlemen/' faid 
Theodore, €t to tell me which of thefe 
u roads I muft take." — " The right, or 
u the left," replied the peafant, growing 
bold, and observing to the others that 
the two men were fools: "Ecod! we 
u are fix to two," continued he, " let's 

c< 89 U P t0 ,em »" O ur trembling adven- r 
turers were foon furrounded. The men 
obferved that the cavalier had a long 
fword, and one of them laying hold of 
it, faid : ** by your leave, feigneur war* 
€< rior, I will look at your fword: nofc 
cc that I have any wifli to rob you of ir y 
" but it will lighten your poor bead." 
Oh ! Heaven ! was it for fuch unworthy, 
hands to difarm fo' qoble a perfonage !— • 
<c It is at your fervice," replied the fad 
knight, in a tone milder than the bleat- 
ing of a lamb- " Where the dickens," 

n 2 faid 
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ftid one of the band, <c be ye trotting, in 
cf thefe fine feathers ?* Be ye going to 
c< Germany ?"—" We are going where- 
€c ever you pleafe," replied the timid 
knight, in the hope of, inducing by civi- 
lity the countrymen, whom he took for 
robbers, to conduit themfelves with de- 
cency. 

While Theodore was thus engaged 
with one of the people, another was exa- 
mining Fabio, who was evdry moment 
expefting to be found out to be a wo- 
man. u Where are you going in this 
*< trim ?" faid the fellow, " and what 
w are you?"— « Alas !" replied Fabio, 
m a feminine voice, " I have no need to 
" tell you what we are, for I am fure 
cc you guefs/' — " Zooks ! do you take 
" me for a witch ?" cried the man* 
"No, no, not I," replied Fabio, "I have 
too much refpedt for you, to fay any 
thing unhandfome of you/' — The 

fquire 
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fquire of a valiant knight to have too 
much refp^dt for a clown ? dreadful !— 
" Keepi your refpe£t for yourfelf," faid 
thepeafant, " and tell me what you are," 
— *". Nay, good worthy gentleman," re- 
plied Fabio* " I am really fo frightened 
* that I can't exa£Hy fay whether I am 
boy or. girL"— " Dickens ! I do be- 
lieve ye be both girls, 5 ' faid the clown, 
whofe valour rofe tp its full height at the 
idea; and imparting bis difcovery to his 
comrades, propofed to frighten them for a 
little fon. They all agreed ; hut as they 
fcized the bridles of the horfes, and were 
infilling that the girls fhould difmount, 9 
trampling was heard at a little di (lance* 
Theodore, who thought himfelf already 
undone, made a grand effort, and cried 
put, with all the force he could collect* 
for help. Fabio joined his voice to the 
knight's. They fcreamed in concert, 
and drowned every word that, the wont 

N 3 dering 
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dering clowns attempted to fpeak. In a 
few moments two horfemen were feen 
riding up at full fpeed, on which the pea- 
fants, quitting the bridles and the dames, 
fled affrighted in different dire&ions. 
To run the fafter, he who had borrowed 
Theodore's fword threw it down, and 
fhe whole band darted into a wood clofe 
by, juft as the new cavaliers came up to 
Theodore, who, unable to fupport his 
feelings any longer, fainted and fell from 
his horfe. Fabio fcreamed again, and, 
before the cavalier, whofe appearance had 
put the fuppofed ruffians to flight, could 
aik a queftion, cried, "oh J my lady! 
•* fave my lady !" The aftonHhed ftranger 
leaped from his faddle, and running up to 
the infenfi We knight, whofe fallhad been 
a gentfe one, raifed the head of the dif- 
guifed la.dyjuft as fhe was coming to 
herfelf, but who immediately recblleQing 
her deliverer, for the moon flione upon 

'. '■ his 
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his face, to be her. lover, the. unhappy 
De Joinville, fcreamed and fainted again. 
Fabio had alighted, and was now, with 
tears in his eyes, fearching Felicia's pocket 
for her Hungary water, in which pofition 
De Joinvtile and he recolle&ed- each 
other. u Ah ! feigneur, . feigneur," faid 
Dinah, " this will kill my miftrefs." 
Timanes, who heard her fpeak, remenpt- ; 
bering the voice of the beautiful Dinah, 
exclaimed : <c That's Dinah that's fpeak- 
" ing, I'm fure/'— " Yes, Timanes, it 
ci is I myfelf," replied (he ; Heaven be : 
€< praifed, you have done, penance as 
" well as your matter ; and if my mif* 
" trefs recovers, we will none of us go 
« fcampering over the country apy 
"more/ 5 Timanes, or, to refume his 
oton name, Blaife, blefled himfelf, and 
prayed fervently it might be fo 1 he had 
had trotting enough, after the foal*, and 
longed for nothing fo much as a poultry, 

yard, 
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yard, and Dinah, or rather Bafcet, to 
fuperintend it. ^ 

Felicia, having had her temples bathed 
with the Hungary water, revised, and fitfc 
fered De JoinTille to kifc her hand and beg 
her pardon, without beihg ofiebdecL*, S&e 
loved him, and being now frightened out 
of her folly, conceiving toathat (he owed 
hint more perhaps than the clowns meant 
to rob her of, flie not only fuffered his 
earefles, but frankly returned them : {he 
preffed his hand, and thanked him with' 
a graceful fmile for the fervice he had 
rendered her. De Joinville expfefled hi? 
delight with the ardour natural to hkn, 
and prevailed upon bee to accompany 
him to the country- feat of a friend of his 
m the neighbourhood, in. order to take 
flicker for the night. In the way Fe-> 
licia, having recovered by experience the 
common fenfe fhe had loft by her read- 
ing, ridiculed her own folly fo unmer- 
cifully, 
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cifully, and rallied Be JoinviHe on his 
with fo much humour mixed with kind- 
riefs, that before they reached their afy- 
lum for the night, he was convinced that 
men who deviate from the paths of rea- 
lity into thofe of imagination are allied 
to lunatics. 

After fpending a few days with the 
friend of De Joinville, at whofe houfe 
they had been warmly received, during 
which time the amiable Felicia de Bel- 
mont promifed to beftow her hand on 
her happy lover at the end of a month 
after her return to Belmont, they fet 
out together for home, attended by 
Blaife and Babet. At the time' ap- 
pointed, Felicia fulfilled her promife 
in bellowing her hand on De Join- 
ville, and one of the claufes in the mar- 
riage fettlement was, that none of their 
children fliould ever be allowed to read 
novels of any description. 

Blaife 
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Blaife and Babet were united at the 
fame time, but no fettlements being ne- 
ceffary for them, they made a bonfire, on 
the eve of their wedding-day, of Blaife's 
whole library of books, to be certain 
that not one of them fliould fall into the 
hands of their offspring. 
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